3 


r — — 


* > 
_— TY 


* 
aA 


i 


R 


_— 


* 


3 

— 4 = 
= ” 
mJ 

64 


th. 


OBESNUT 


, 


INTED BY SAMU 


v0 410 


3 ; 
: x +" 
„ 
A 'v : 1 

7 : 


0 q * 5 N # 
| 1 5 : 7 N „ 


Did Penrſylvagia io uit . 


BE IT REMEMBERED, e on the ninth da 
| November, in the twentieth 1 wein 


a A wind! cation of Mr. Randolph's def gallen. 


In conformity to the 40 of the Congreſs of the United states, intirled 5 5 A. *for- the 


* encouragement ot learnivg by {curing the copies, of Maps, Cha: ts and. Looks to the 


. .athors and pines? of Tuch copies during the times therein mentioned. 
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ing inaccuracies 


THE reader is defired to correct the follow 


which occur in a few copies. 
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In page 8, lines 6 and 7 from the bottom, read thus, « affair 
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For, after 


ction. 


your inj un 


ſecrecy under 


myſelf for a more 


« ſuggeſtions, I here, & c.“ 


continue in 


&« ſhall 


theſe 


f all 


ation o 
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ſpecific inveſt 


« pledging 


'S 


line 6 from the top, for apparent read abborrens, | 


Page 34, 


the article 
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"ha Wedneſday, the as 3 of | pat 1795, I was 
going to the Preſident's, as uſual, at g9 o'Clock in the 
morning; when his ſteward, Mr. Kidd, came to me 
at Mr. Rawle's in Market Street; and informed me, that 
the Preſident deſired me to poſtpone my viſit, until half 
after ten. I ſuppoſed at firft, that he might with to have 
the lateſt hour for writing by the Southern mail of that 
day, or perhaps to ride out. But, as I was deſirous of 
alking him a ſhort queſtion, which would determine me 
as to the manner of executing a piece of buſineſs, to be 
carried to him that morning; I inquired of Mr. Kidd, 
it he was then occupied with any particular perſon ; and 
I'was anſwered, that the Prefident was every moment ex- 

pecting ſome gentlemen. Accordingly I turned to the 
office; and at the appointed hour called at the Preſi- ____ 
dent's. I defired the ſervant, who attended at the door. * dv 
9 tell the Prefident, that I was come. But upon being N 
informed, that Mr. Wolcott and Colonel Pickering had 

been there for ſome time, I went't up flairs; and began to 

think, that the ſteward had committed a miſtake: I ſup- 

poſed, that a conſultation with the heads of depart- 

ments had been intended to be held by the Preſident * 
earlier in the day, and that it might be proper for me - 
0 explain the cauſe of my Teepe” But when I-entered+- 

B | 


5 


A v4 


room, Por with Erst e. 0 Tom 
his chain; ark Meſſrs. Wölcelt and Pickering were alfo 
marked in their efforts to a like formality. I therefore 
reſolved to wait for the unfolding of this myſterious ap- 
pearance. Very. few words paſſed between the Preſident 
_ my ſelf; and thoſe, which fell' from him, ſhewed 
Plainly to me, that he wiſhed to hurry to ſomething elſe. 
Immediately afterwards, he put his hand into his pocket, 
and pulling out a large letter, ſaid ſomething of this na- 


"IK Profidenits 


türe n % Mr. Randolp h! here is a letter, which I defire 


you to read, ad make ſuch "explanations, as you 


155 chooſe.” I took it, and found it to be a letter, written 
in French by Mr. Fauchet, on about fifteen : pages of large 
paper. On reading the leder, I perceived, that two: of 
the moſt material papers, which were called the diſpatches 


No. 3, and 6, were not with it, I obſerved to the Preſi- 


dent, that I:preſumed the letter to be an intercepted one. 
Ile nodded his- bead... I then faid, that at that time I could 
recollect yery little; -which could throw light on the affair; 
but I would, go. over the letter, and make ſuch. remarks 
as occurred to me. I did ſo; but being thus ſuddenly, 
and withont. any previous intimation, called upon before 
e Which was minutely prepared at every point; 


not ſeeing twW]ʃ OU of the moſt eſſential references ; and hav- 
ins bur ans, Anbre idea of moſt of the circumſtances. 


7 only on two principles, which 


4 Hluded 0, I could 
nind ; the fixſt gg. that according 


were eſlabliſhed i in my 


my. lingere belief, 1. ever made a an improper commu- 


nicatign t Mr. F auchét,; the ſecond was, that no money 


was ever N 
made to him by me for that purpoſe. 
eee but [hort. 
tion,,of Mr, Fauchet, having, told me of machinations 
e inſt iſte Frenc h Republic, Governor Clinton and my- 


Ie If And © 


My. obſervations 


ohſerying at che ſame time, that I-wovld. throw my e 


e obs ee Male; Mee av 


| . 8 p i 4 - o 
. F : 
5 


ed. by me from him, nor any overture, 


However, I hag. ſome recollec- 


hinking p not mprolahle, that the overture, 
eb! was. „ of in, No. 6 „ Might. be, in ſome man- 

net, connected with that bulineſs, and might. relate to the 
-obtaining; of. intelligence, 1 mentioned my impreſſion - 


tering from Britiſh perſecution,” would probably have 
. reminded me fully of th- ſuppoſed machinations of Mr. 
Hammond and others. As it was, I mentioned the Cir- 
cumſtance generally in the Prefident's room, who remem; 


: Niet g to put lag to 1 me. This was A ie 27 pro- 

ee 

been purſued. But Mr, Pickering put no queſtion; and 
olcott only aſked an explanation ef What T had 


ſaid, as to Governor Clinton and myſelf. This I did not 
- object to repeat, nearly as I had ſpoken it. Had I not 


Mr. 


New-York by Mr. Hammond and others during the lalt 
pt ſummer. While J was appealing to the Preſidem's me- 
mory for communications, which I had made to him 7 
this ſubject; ; and after he had ſaid with ſome warmth, 


from Mr. Willing the copy of an addreſs, which was to 


the caſe, he would not have acted in a manner; o preci- 


| inſurrection. 'The Preſident then aiked me, how ſoon | + 


Fg 


to which T would not have ſubmitted, ka it 


been deprived of No. 6, che terms, uſed in it. of ſhel- 


bered. to have heard ſomething of a meeting, held at 


that he ſhould not conceal any thing, which he recoliec- 
ted, or words to that effect; he was called out to receive 


be preſented to him the next day by the merchants: 


While he was out of the room, I aſked, how the Prelident | 


came by Mr. Fauchet's letter. Mr. Wolcott faid,. * The 


„ Prefident will, I preſume; explain that to you,” Upon 
the return of the Preſident, he deſired me to ſtep into 


another room, while he ſhould converſe with Meflirs. 
Wolcott and Pickering, . upon what I had faid. I retired; 


and on revolving the ſubject, I came to this concluſion / 


that if the Preſident had not been worked up to prejudge 


pitate in itlelf, and ſo injurious and, humiliating to- me: 

and that he would in the firſi inſtance, have interrogated 
me in private. After an abſence of about three quarters 
of an hour, I returned into the Preſident's s room; when 
he told me that as I Wällied to put my remarks on paper, 
he defired that I would. I replied, ! that it thould be done; 
but thar I did not expect to remember much of the detail; 


for in fack, I had then no diſtinct conception of what No., 


3, and No. 6, might contain; except that it ud ſeem. 
from the inference in No. 10, as if I had encouraged the 
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7 could finiſh my yomarks,” 1 as « foon as 
But I declared to him at the; ſame inſtant, that 


not. continue in the office one ſecond after ſuch treatment. 
I eee wrote to n 42 n letter. 115 
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rr upon Wi your . this moming, : went 
to the office for the department of ſtate, where I directed the room, in 


which 1 uſual lily ſat, to be locked up, and the key to remain with the 


| meſſenge r. 


on en in this on to let all the papers reſt,” as m 


ſtood, 


— 


= ceedings of this moraing. Two facts immediately preſente 
one of which was, that my uſual hour of calling upon the Preſident had 
po t oy been poſtponed for the opportunity of conſulting others upon a 


ſmalleſt intimation to me; but they ſeemed al 


Upon wy. return home, I reflected calmly 5 matarely. pon the pro- 
l 


tier of a foreign miniſter, highly intereſtin "g to my honour, before the 

o to be perfectly acquainted 

with its contents, and were requeſted to aſk. queſtions for their ſatisfac- 

tion: The other was, that I was defired to retire into another room, 
until you ſhould converſe with them, upon what I had ſaid, _ 

Your confidence in me, Sir, has been unlimited; and, I can truly ic. 


firm, unabuſed, My ſenſations then cannot be concealed, when 1 find 


that confidence fo immediately withdrawn without a word or diſtant hint 


bein previouſleroppe d to me! This, Sir, as I mentioned in your room, 


is a fiivation, in which I cannot hold my preſent office, and therefore I 


hereby reſign it. 


It will not, however, be concluded from hence, that I mean to reli 


quiſh the inquiry. No, Sir; far from it. I will alſo meet any inquiry, 
and to prepare for it, if I learn this morning, that there is a chance 
of overtaking Mr. Fauchet betore he fails, I will go to him immedi- 
ately, 

 T have to beg the favour of) you to , permit me to be- furniſhed with a 


copy of the letter; and I will prepare an anſwer to it; which I perceive 


that I cannot do, as I wiſh, rey upon the few, haſty memoranda which 
I took with my pencil. __ 
1 am ſatisfied, Sir, that you will acknowledge one piece af Joftice 


due on this occaſion, which is, that until an inquity can be made, the 
affair ſhall continue in ſecrecy under your injunction, after pledging 


myſelf for a more ſpecific inveſtigation of all theſe ſuggeſtions, For L here 


moſt ſolemnly deny, that any overture ever came from me, which was 


= to produce money to me, or any others for me; and that in any manner 
directly or indirectly, was a ſhilling ever received by me; nor was it ever 
contemplated by me, that one ſhilling ſhould be _—_ * Mr. ne 
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e Sir, that the paper, No. 6, to which he refers, i is not in your. 
fleflion. Otherwiſe you would have ſhewn it to me. If I am miſta- 
— I cannot doubt, that you will ſuffer me to harte a copy of it. 
I ſhall-paſs my accounts at the Auditor s and eee x office; and 
| rranſmit to Now! a COPY. | 15 , atk 
A 41 have the honor to be, e ts. 
| Sir, with due reſpect, „ 
; Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


EDM: RANDOLEH. 


_ 
N 


rue Preſident of the V. 8. 
2 7 the preceding later 'I received this for. Ws 


To Edmund Randolph, ly. 
8 1 R, 


- YOUR reſignation of the Office of SPS Welten | 
Candour induces me to give you, in a few words, the following n nar. 
tative of facts. The letter from Mr. Fauchet, with the contents of 
which you were made acquaiated yeſterday, was, as you ſuppoſed, an 
intercepted one, Alt was ſent by Lord Grenville to Mr. Hammond; 


by him put into the hands of the Secretary of the Treaſury by bim 
ſhewn tothe Secretary of War and the Attorney-General ;—and a tranſs 


lation thereof was made by the former, for me.— 

At the time Mr. Hammond delivered the letter, he requeſted of Mr. 
Wolcott an atteſted copy, Which was accordingly made by Mr. Thorn- 
ton, his late Secretary ; and which is underftood to remain at preſent 
85 5 Mr. Bond.—— Whether i it is known to N am unable to de- 
eide. 

Whilſt you are in purſuit of means to remove the ſtrong ſuſpicions 
miles from this letter, no diſcloſure of its contents will be made by me; 
and I will enjoin the ſame on the public officers who are acquainted: 


with the purport of it; unleſs ſomething ſhall appear to render an ex- 


planation neceſſary on the part ot Government Arras which 1 will be 
the Judge. — _ 
A copy of Mr, Fauchet's letter hall be ow to vn. No. 6, refer. 
red to therein I have never ſeen— 
n 20th e 1795. 


Ge. Was HNO TON. . 


Moving learnt on the 20th of Auguſt, 1795, that the. 


French frigate, Meduſa, which was to carry Mr. Faucher. 
to F rance, had not ſailed. ten days before ; I left Phila- 


delphia in the afternoon of the 21ſt for New-Port in. 


Rhode Illand. But being detained on the road by a diſ- 


ee in ſome e papers, and oy other un- 
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Meduſa was weighing anchor. 
gence, I ran up to Mr. Fauchet's houſe ; and found; rhat 
hae had gone off. By the friendly aflifance of Mr. Peck, 
the Marſhal of the diſtrict, I diſpatched the ſwiktell ſailing 
boat in Newport in queſt of the Meduſa, with the. follow- 
ing: letter to a Mr. F F aucbet. | | 
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1% J 
N buten bi did not arrive” irg until "aaa 
the 31ſt of Auguſi. 1795. between the hours of eleven 


and twelve in the morning. I immediately proceeded to 
viſIit Mr. Fauchet; and told him, that his letter of the 
| loth of Brumaire (October 21, 1794) bad been inter- 
cepted, and was in the hands of the Preſident of the 
United States. 
how injurioully he had treated the government, others 


After obſerving that he mult recolle®, 


and myſelf, in that letter, I informed him, that I had 
come for the purpoſe of demanding an explanation; but 


that I deſired none, which was not conliſtent with truth 

and juſtice. I then mentioned the different points: 

and although i in ſome particulars we did. not remember 
alike ; yet J required him to give me a certificate accord- 


ing to his memory. Ile appointed 8 0 'clock in the next 
morning for the delivery of it to me; and underſtandin 


from him, that the Meduſa could not fail; while the Bri- 


* ſhip of War, Africa, lay at the mouth of the harbour, 
did not object to the time, which he took. When 1 
| knocked-at Mr. Fanchet's door at the laſt- mentioned hour, 


his ſervant informed me, that he was directed to tell me, 
chat the promiſed certificate would not be ready. until 
about 12 o'clock ;-I'delired the ſervant to call Mr. Fan- 


chet down ſtairs. When he came down, he ſaid, that he 


was engaged in preparing the paper: 1 that i it could not be 
ready, until 12 r 1 o'clock, and that. as ſoon as it was 
ready, he would ſend or bring it to my lodgings. 
agreed, upon my application, to anſwer any queſtions, 


He alſo 


which I ſhould put to him; and it is known to a gentle- 


man, whom. I can name, that I had intended to put ſeve- 
ral queſtions to him, before Mr. Marchant, the judge of 


the Diſtrict of Rhode Iſland, and Mr. Malbone, a member 
of the houſe of Repreſentatives, from whom I meant to 


aſk the favor of attending to the buſineſs. While I was 


expecting to hear from Mr. Fauchet, it was ſaid that the 
Aſtoniſhed at this intelli- 
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MR. RANDOLPH, _ e agitated at finding that Mr. Fau- 
chet had gone off, requeſted 1 me to employ a boat, at any expence, to go 
immediately in queſt of the Meduſa ; in order to carry the within letter 
to Mr. Fauchet; 1 did in confeguence employ the ſwifteſt ailing veſſel 
in the port, with inſt ructions to purſue the frigate, as long as there was 
any chance of r 0 went off leveral miles to ſea; but 
could: not overtake her. 1 | 3 03 

C WILIA PECK, 1 LAPida 
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4AM ive moment FO OR Hat the {tigate has failed; oo 1 haves 4 | 
been to your houſe;, They ſay that you are on board; and that, you have b | 
left no paper for me, according to what Fou promiſed, My innocence - Fl: 
ot the inſinuations, atiſing from your letter, you not only. know, but N 
have twice acknowled RY to me, 1 ſend a boat therefore in 1 85 to 14 
obtain CARE! io hie ich of 2 500 his pint. des „ 1 
UE IIS , de 10 5 ken, Sir, CL es ws : FR 
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duſa, Mr. Peck inorſed this CertulaCate on the letter. : Tv 
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Capt, Caleb Gardapr, who acted as per to the Me- 
duſa having returned to Newport, brought me from Mr. 
MAS. 2 ee of which the e is a tranſlation. 
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* Vas Pauchet 'to' Mr. Randolph. LOBE 
700 1B, vis 5-8 er e 


11 e juſt, en to oitizen Ah hs inioiſter of the Republic 
in Philadelphia, the packet which 1 deſtined for you. He will lend you 
e certified” copy of my . with which, I hopes you will be Minde. 


Accept iny eſteem, 2 
JOSEPH FAUCHET. 
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and twelve in the morning. 
viſit Mr. Fauchet; and told him, that his letter of the 
loth of Brumaire (October 31ſt. 1794) had been inter- 
: cepted, and was in the hands of the Preſident of the 
United States,” 


how injurioully he had treated the government, others 


and juſtice. 


Which If 


ing letter 10 a. Mr. Fa auchet. 
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1 to 7 


a 


wide e ad not arrive” es until ht, 
the giſt of Auguſl. 1795. between the hours of eleven 
I immediately proceeded to 


After obſerving that he muſt recollect, 


and myſelf, in that letter, I informed him, that I had 
come for the. purpoſe of demanding an explanation ; but 
that I defired none, which was not confil? tent with truth 
1 then. mentioned the different points: 
and although in ſome particulars we did. not remember 


alike; yet I required him to give me a certificate accord- 


ing to his memory. He appointed 8 0 'clock in the next 
morning for the delivery of it to me; and underſtandin 


ftom him, that the Meduſa could not fail; while the Bri- 
. de ſhip of War, Africa, lay at the mouth 'of the harbour, 


did not object to the time, which he took. When l 
| knocked at Mr. Fauchet's door at the laſt- mentioned hour, 
his ſervant informed me, that he was directed to tell we, 
chat the 
about 12 o'clock 1 delired the ſervant to call Mr. Fau- 
Chet. down ſtairs. When he came down, he ſaid; that he 
was engaged in preparing the paper: that it could not be 


ready, until 12 or 1 Oclock, and that as ſoon as it was 


ready, he would fend or bring it to my lodgings. He alſo 
agreed, upon my application, to anſwer any queſtions, 
10uld put to him; and it is known to a gentle- 
man, whom I can name, that I had intended to put ſeve- 


ral queſtions to him, before Mr. Marchant, the judge of 


the Diſtrict of Rhode Iſland, and Mr. Malbone, a member 
of the houſe of Repreſentatives, from whom I meant to 

aſk the favor of attending to the buſt neſs. While I was 
expecting to hear from Mr. Fauchet, it. was ſaid that the 
Meduſa was weighing anchor. Aſtoniſhed at this intelli- 
gence, I ran up to Mr. Fauchet 8 houſe; - and found, chat 
he had gone off. By the friendly aſſiſt dance of Mr. Peck, 


the Marſhal of the diflric, I diſpatched the ſwiltell failing 


boat in Newport in queſt of the Meduſa, with the follow- 
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been to your houſe., They ſay that you are on board; and that you have 


74. 
left no paper for me, according to what Fou promiſed, My innocence - 


0; the infinuations, arifing trom your letter, you not only know, but 
have twice aeknowtedged to me, 1 ſend a boat theretore 1 in barg to 
obtain t n WH Ach 8 700 Tits point. 
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The TO 92 e 1 iht n the Me- 
duſa, Mr. Peck indorſed chis certificate on the letter. 


„ e "Sepiem er 1 1795. 
* 1% ; 5 


Mk. RANDOLPH, __ 33 agitared at finding that Mr. Fau - 


chet had gone off, requeſted | me to employ a boat, at any expence, to go 


immediately in queſ of the Meduſa ; in order to carry the within letter 


to Mr. Faucher; 1 did in conſeguence employ the ſwifteſt ſailing veſſel 
in the port, with inftructions to purſue the frigate, as long as there was 
any chance of . She went off ſeveral miles to > in; but 


e x SAN 1 | 
93. Apr 85 Wi PECK, 


OTIS en 72: Nuno, Rhode Iland age. 8 


Capts, Caleb Gardner, EW 5 as pie to th Me- 


duſa having returned to Newport, brought me from Mr. 


Fauchet a Liar, of which the 1 iS a trandation. 


0. beard 97 6 the Medi,” 1 5 Fructidor i in the 34 92 0 . 


I, 9 72 = Buches 10 1 7. Randolph. Mens 
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{T have joſt 8 to eitizen t hw miviſier 6 the Republic 


in Philadelphia, the packet which I deſtined for you, He will lend you 
«certified copy of my letter, with which, I hopes) ou will be ſatisfied. | 


Accept ay eſteem, | ( 
_ JOSEPH. FAUCHET. 
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The painful embarraſſment, which the ſudden failing 
of the Meduſa had occaſioned to me, induced me to 5 
queſt from Capt. Gardner a ſtatement of the facts, re- 
lative thereto; 3 and he gave me this certificate. . 


455 1 1 18 is to o certify that Thurſday * morning September EY at 8 
o' Clock; the weather being very ſtormy and a very large ſea, the 
Britiſh ſhip, Africa, was obliged to leave her ſtation at the Rght-houſe, 
and go into the Naraganſet bay: in conſequence of which Capt. Sime. 
on, of the frigate Me lufa, ſent for the-ſubſcriber to embrace his op- 
portunity to go to ſea :-a1 the ſame time ſent for the ambaſſador, Mr, 
| e and all the aſſengers at ꝙ o Clock, They could not get on 
board until 11 olock. From o' Clock until that time, the ſhip was 
ſhort a peak; ſtill detained for the paſſengers. In fix minutes after they 
came on board we cut our cable and went to ſea; leaving Mr. Provoſt 
on ſhore, one of the paſſengers. The weather was ſo foggy, that very 
often we could not ſee the land in beating the ſhip out of the harbour. 
Mr. Fauchet, all the time the ſubſcriber was on board, which was until 
half paſt one o'Clock, was in the cabin writing. The Britiſh W Afri- 
da, came to ſail two hours after the Meduſa was at tea, 


| Newport Sept 2, 1795- 25 3 0 1 
CALEB OARDNER. 


Nl. Bi The wbele te 1 web on 15 70 the frigare, hinges her get- 
ting under fail, the Captain diſcovered the greateſt, impatience, He re- 
| peatedly ſent on ſhore to bring off Mr. Fauchet ; expreſſed great con- 
cern, when my boat arrived without him; and when Mr. Fauchet did 
arrive at the frigate, treated him with great coolneſs and Ovrom in- 
ay ts at his Ong "_— 


| calls GARDNER. 


"Theſe and: many "other banden which manifeſt the 
diſtreſſing difficulties, into which I was thrown, can be 
proved by a reſpectable gentleman, now in Philadelphia. 
.—Agreeably to the information of Mr. Fauchet, Mr. 
| Adet ſent me a copy of his certificate, the tranſlations 
of which and of the diſpatches, No. 3, and No. 6, which 


are referred to in the letter No. 10, and were : allo fur- 


niſhed we Mr. Adet, are as»C follow :- 2— 


a p : I py : a — >. 
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„ | Mr. Gardner has miſtated ahe day. It ſhould be Tueſday, 
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MR. RANDOLPH requeſts me to examine a Diſpatch No. 10, ad- 
ureſſed to the Commiſſary of exterior relations; which has been tranſ- 
mitted to the Preſident of the United States. I believe that I am bound 
to no explanations upon my communications to my government; when 
they are obtained by dark means of which I am ignorant; arecommen- 


ted upon without donbr, and mutilated according to the 
who wiſe means ſo noble and ſo generous. But I owe to Mr. Randolph 


paſſions of thoſe 


full and inti re juſtice. I will render it to him with pleaſure, Every 
thing which could be interpreted to his diſadvantage will not leave, 1 
Rope, after the explanation which I ſhall give, any doubt upon the mind 
even of thoſe who have tranſmitted the letter to the Preſident. The 
means which I ſhall employ: will be very ſimple. I his will be to cite the 
Diſpatches to which T refer in my No. 10. Some preliminary reflections 
ate neceſſary to explain them. | „ 


O 


n my arrival on thi 


s continent the Preſident gave me the moſt poſi- 


tive aſſurance, that he was the friend of the French cauſe. Mr. Ran- 
dolph often repeated to me the ſame aſſurance. It was impoſſible for me 
not to give faith to it, (in ſpite of ſome public events relative to France 
which gave me ſome inquietude) eſpecially when the Secretary of State 
conftantly took pains to convince me of the ſentiments of good will of 
his Government for my Republic. It was doubtleſs to confirm me in this 
opinion that he communicated to me, without authority, as I ſuppoſed, 
the part of Mr.Jay's inſt ructions which forbade him to do any thing which 
ſhould derogate from the engagements of the United States with France. 
My error, which was dear to me, was prolonged only by the continual 
efforts of Mr. Randolph to calm my tears both upon the treaty with En- 
gland and upon the effect which it might produce on France. He was 


| therefore far from confiding to me any act, any intention of Government 


by virtue ot any concert with me, or in confequence of any emolument 
received by him, or for the expectation or hope of any recompence pro- 
miſed, or with any other view than to maintain a good harmony between 


France and the United States, 


As to the communications which he has 


made to me at different times, they were only of opinions, the greater 
Part, if not the whole of which, I have heard circulated as opinions. I 
alſo recolle& that on one occaſion, at leaſt, which turned upon public 
meaſures, he obſerved to me, that he could not enter into details up- 
on ſome of them, becauſe by doing ſo he ſhould violate the duties of his 
office. From whence I have concluded and believe that he never commu- 
nicated to me what his duty would reprove. I will obſerve here, that none 
of his converſations with me concluded without his giving me the idea, 
that the Prefident was a man' of integrity, and a ſincere friend to France, 
This explains in part what I meant by the terms, „his precious confeſ- 
< Hons.” I proceed to other details relative thereto. 1 could allude 
only to explanations on his part upon matters which had cauſed to me ſome 


Inquietude : And 1 have never inſinuated, nor could I inſinuate in that 
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letter, that I ſuſpected on his part even the meſt diſtant corruption. Theſe 

explanations had equally for their obje& my different converſations upon 
Weſtern affairs; as may be ſeen in the ſequel of this declaration. 

When Pſpeak in this ſame paragraph in theſe words, « Beſides, the pre- 


cious confeſſions of Mt, Randolph alone eaſt upon all which ATED a ſa- 


te tisfactory light, I have ſtill in view only the explanations of which ! 
have ſpoken above; and I muſt eonſeſs that very often I have taken for 
confeſſions what he might have to communicate to me by virtue of a ſe. 
ceret authority, And many things which in the firſt inſtant I had eonſide red 
as confeſſions were the ſubject of public converſations, I will fay more: I 
will ſay, that I have had more than ſuſpicions that eertain confideuces 
which have been made to me, were only to ſound my private opinions, and 
the intentions of the French Republic ; and J muſt appeal to the teſtimony 
of lim, who this day claims mine. He muſt know if I ever endeavoured 
to meddle in the interior affairs of America, or even to influenee, by any 
means whatſoever, the ſentiments of men whoſe talents had called them 
to the head of affair”s ee | 


All that is read from . « I proceed then, c. to theſe 


% The firſt was preparing, &.“ is to be conſidered only as my own re. 
ſlections ariftng from private information or from pubuie reports, and not 

from any communications of Mr. Randolph n . 
. l have ſpoken of a converſation which Citizen Le Blanc and myſelf bad 
. with Mr. Randolph, and which I had communicated in my No. 3. It 
zs eaſy to ſee that I conſider the concluſions which I draw from it, as pure 
and ſimple. conjectures, as J expreſs myſelt. This is an extract from 
that diſpatch which I declare to be true. When | relate converſations 
of Mr. Randolph, I can eafily ſuppoſe that as he {poke ſofnetimes in 
Engliſh, moſt commonly in French, and 1 ſpoke always French, we 
might not have underſtood one another perfectly. And when I have not 
quoted Mr. Randolph expreſsly in the whole courſe of any obſervations, 

it is not under his authority that] ſp ea. 

As my diſpatch, No. 3, treats of different ſubjects at the fame. time, I 
ſhall extract from it only what concerns him, with the help of my own 

memory and in conſequence of his queſtions, l 
Ihe converſation which I cite tobk place in April, 1794. We were 
ſpeaking of ſome, political diviſions which manifeſted themſelves in dif- 
ferent parts oß the United States, and of which the public papers gave 
ſuffigient proofs. He appeared to me to be deeply afflicted at the idea of 
aà violent eouflict between the parties. He hoped to prevent it by the in- 
fluence which he hoped to acquire with the Preſident, who he ſaid ge- 
nerally conſulted him, and to whom he told truths which probably others 
.concealed from him. I had heard mentioned, and I frequently mention- 
ed to him myſelf, the ſuſpicions which were ſpread abroad, of the artifi- 
ces of ſome influential -men in the government, who were deſirous of ſee- 
ing the French cauſe ruined, and of uniting America more cloſely with 


> _ Great Britain than with France. He replied te me upon this: 'The 
Preſident is the mortal enemy of England, for the outrages which ſhe 

heaps upon the United States, and the injuſtice and perfifly which ſhe 

ſhews in her conduct towards them; and the declared friend of France. 

I can affirm it upon my honour, He may, like other men who do not 

mix generally with the world, be circumvented by ſtratagem, prepared 
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to furpriſe his judgment; and without doubt if he ſuffers himfelt to be 
taken in by any manoeuvres, his popularity would be affected by it. He 
defires to give the Government ftability; others, under the pre- 
text of giving energy to it, would ſurround the chief of the Executive 
with more power than the Conſtitution delegates to him. But in ſpite 
of all the efforts, and notwithſtanding the cauſe of France and the true ſpi- 
rit of the American people are painted to him under falſe colours, he 
eſcapes at this moment from the ſnares which are laid for him, and no- 
thing will be able to prevent him from conducting himſelf rowards Great, 
Britain with the firmneſs, which the repeated outrages of this power de- 
mand. This, Mr. Fauchet, is every thing, which I am at liberty to ſay 
to you. I will always treat with you with every frankneſs, which com-. 
ports with my duty. As to myſelf, I would quit the poſt, which he has 
confided to me, if I could perſuade myſelf, that he could accede to any 
act, which ſhould affect the rights of the people. The bill, of which you 
ſpeak, gives it 1s true to the Beese, ſome powers which if they ſhould 
be "abuſed, may wound liberty, I am ſince rely affected by it. But J fee 
with pleaſure, that my reflections on the dreadful crifis, which would re- 
ſult from ſuch an abule, have ptoduced a deep impreſſion on the mind 
Jof the Prefident, who is a man of honour, Let us unite, Mr. Fauchet, 
let us unite our efforts in drawing cloſe the bonds of the two nations, 
The friends of liberty are for an intimate union with France, The par- 
tizans of ſlavery prefer an alliance with England. _ EE 
I now come to the explanation of my diſpatch, No. 6. A little time 
ster my arrival in America, I had requeſted Mr. Randolph to recom- 
mend to me the moſt proper perſons with whom he was acquainted in the 
Jaifferent ſtates, to be employed in the purchaſe of flour, This requeſt 
naturally led him to believe that there were perſons employed in it, as 
chere really were. We had frequent converſations upon the inſurrection, 
and in all of them he manifeſted an unequivocal indignation againſt the 


« 


tomenters of it, and a deep affliction at the dangers of a civil war, 1 

| Whad learned, as my diſpatch No, 10, ſhews, that the Engliſh were ſuſpec- 

| Fed of fomenting and tupporting theſe'manceuvres, I communicated my 
ſuſpicions to Mr. Randolph. I had already communicated to him a 

* Congreſs, which at this time was holden at New-York. I had commu» 

nicated to him fears, that this Congreſs wowmd have for its object 

ſome manceuvres againſt the Republic of France, and to render unpopu- 

lar ſome virtuous men who were at the head of affairs; to deſtroy the. 

confidence which exiſted, on one hand, between General Clinton and his 

I tellow. citizens, and on the other, that which united the Preſident to Mr. 

Randolph. He faid to me, that I ought to make efforts to obtain the 

© proofs of this fact, and he added to me, that it I did ſo, the Prefident 

would not heſitate to declare himſelt againſt all the manceuvres which 

- Fight be directed againſt the French republic. Things remained in this 

i Ffituation. About the month of July or Auguſt, in the laſt year, he came 

eo fee me at my country houſe. It was in the aſternoon. He was to yo 

: 

0 


8 pps HY * 


hat evening to Germantown. We had a private converſation of about 
wenty minutes. His countenance beſpoke diſtreſs. He faid to me, 
hat he was afraid that a civil war would ſoon ravage Anierica. 1 
nquired of him what new information was procured. Ile ſaid that he 
gan bo, believe that in fact the Engliſh were really fomenting the in- 
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ſurtection, and that he did not doubt, that Mr. Hammond and his Con- || natic 
grefs would puſh ſome. meaſures with reſpect to the inſurrection, with an || ney | 
intention of giving embarraſſment to the United States. He demanded || !“ 
of me, if, as my Republic was itſelf intereſted in theſe manceuvres, I 
could not by the means of ſome' correſpondents procure ſome information 
of what was paſſing. I anſwered him, that I believed I could. He 
lied upon this, that having formed many connections by the means 
of flour contracts, three or four perſons among the different contractors 
Might, by talents, energy, and ſome influence, procure the neceſſary in. 
formation, and ſave America from a civil war, by proving that England 
interfered in the troubles of the Weſt, I do not recolleR, that he gave 
to me at that time any details upon the manner, in which this diſcovery 
would produce this laſt effect. But I perfectly recolle& to have heard it 
|, faid by ſome perſon or other, that the inſurgents would be abandoned 
by the greateſt number of thoſe whom they believed to be on their 
fide; and that the militia would march with cheerfulneſs, if it were 
proved, that the Engliſh were at the bottom of theſe manceuvres. 1] 
think therefore, that this was probably the manner, in which he con- 
ceived that things would be ſettled; and that he thought, that the in- 
ſurrection would ceaſe from the want of ſupport. At the moment of bis _ 
mounting his horſe, he obſerved to me, that the men, whom I wight beſt 
able to employ, might perhaps be debtors of Engliſh merchants ; that 
In this caſe they might perhaps be expoſed, on the flighteſt movement 
which they ſhould make in this important affair, to fee themſelves har- 
raſſed by proceſs and even arreſted by the purſuits of their creditors. He 
aſked me if the payments of the ſums which were due to them by virtue 
of the exiſting contracts, would not be ſufficiently early to render theſe 
individuals, independent of Britiſh perſecution. I confeſs, that this pro- 
poſition to obtain this intelligence ſurpriſed me, I was aſtoniſhed that the Er 
government itſelf did not procure for itſelf information ſo precious. And T 
1 made the reflections, contained in my letter on this affair, becauſe J be- 
lieved, and do ſtill believe, that all the citizens in the United States, 
ought to endeavour to furniſh intelligence ſo important, without being 
 Ropped by the fear of Engliſh perſecution; and becauſe. J moreover 
thought, when I committed my refleRions to paper, that it was propoſ - Ir 
ed to obtain the foregoing intelligence by aſſiſting with loans thoſe who 
bad contrafted with me, But now calling to mind all the circumftan- 
ces, to which the queſtions of Mr. Randolph call my attention, I have 
an intimate conviction that I was miſtaken in the propofitions, which I 
{uppoſed to have been made to me. A F 
I declare moreover, that no name nor ſum was mentioned to me: that 
Mr. Randolph never received, either directly or indirectly, by himſelf ot 
by another for his uſe, one ſhilling from my ſelt, by my order, or accor-Wur nc 
ding to my knowledge, hereſay 9 from any other public officer oifſhance 
8 France, I declare that he never made to me in this reſpect a ſingle over raw! 
3 ture; and that no part of the above circumſtance has the leaſt relation Undet 
ö to him 1 Farther I ſolemnly declare, that from the time of myly ma 
arrival J have repeated, when an opportunity has preſented itſelf, and with - If the 
out doubt often in the preſence of Mr. Randolph, that the morals of nyt this 
5 Fog 1 5 92 | « IT TFENTT OO TRE MCT TP C34 BR 46, ance! 
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ney in any circpmftances, which could not be publicly ayowed. 


Se, and the candour of my government ſeverely forbid the uſe of mg, 


| | JOSEPH FAUCHET. 


| 

I the underſigned Peter Auguſtus Adet, Miniſter Plenipotentiary 
of the French Republic, certify, that the foregoing Copy is ab- 
7 ſolutely conformable to the Declaration which Citizen Fauchet, 
muy predeceſſor, has written and ſigned with his own hand, and 
i + which he has ſent me to be lodged in the Archives of the French 
I = 


delivered to Mr, Randolph. | 


egation, and in order that a copy conformable thereto may he 


In teſtimony of which L have fioned theſe Preſents at Phi. 


ladelphia, on the 5th ſupplementary day, in the 3d 


f £. | (ear of the French Republic, one and indiviſible. Sep- 
t | 


tember 37, 1795, (Old Style). | 

t 5 : 1 | . 152 ä | 
5 . f | 2 Pg | | F. Ac ADE. 
e | | * 

e [ 
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26 to the Miniſter of Foreign Afﬀairs. 
8 | 


. Feſerve. He imparted to me the inteſtine diviſions, which were rum- 
0Wling in the United States. The idea of an approaching commorion af 
N. 


ected him deeply. He hoped to prevent it, by the aſcendancy, whick 
e daily acquired over the mind of the Preſident, who conſulted him in al 
Mairs, and to whom he told the truth, which his colleagues dilguiſec 
rom him. PAC SL LT 

« The Prefident of the United States, ſays he, is the mortal enemy o 


zut not mixing with the world, he may be circumvented by the dark 
hanceuvres of ſome men, who wind themſelves in an hundred ways, to 


rr" Miraw him into meaſures, which will cauſe him to loſe all his popularity, 


on nder the pretext of giving energy to government, they would abſolute- 
uh make a monarch of him. They deceive him, as to the true fpirit 


h- 


anœuvres they have not been able to diſſuade him from pronouncing 
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OY Bxtrat? from the Political Diſpatch, No. 3. of Joſeph Fauchet, 


rl « THEN the Secretary of State appeared to open himſelf without 


ngland ; and the friend of France. I] can affirm it upon my honour. 


the people; as well as upon the affairs of France. I am ſure, that 
ut this moment, he eſcapes from them, and that in all theſe perfidious 


ith vigor againſt the miniftry of England. He has——bur it is im- 
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poſſible tor me in conſcience to make you this confeſſion. I ſhould be: 
tray the duties of my office, Every thing, which 1 can ſay to you, is, 
that it is important for our two nations, that you continue to viſit" him 
frequently. He will be touched with the proofs of friendſhip, which 
vou ſhall teſtify to him; and I am ſure, that this will be an infallible 
means of cauſing them to be valued, I would quit the poſt, which he 
has confided to me, if he.could be brought to make any attempt upon the 
rights of the people. A bill has paſſed the houſe of repreſentatives, which 
wounds liberty, They have at leaſt taken away the article which pre. 


vents the ſale of the French prizes in our ports. My heart is troubled by 


it. But I haye ſeen with pleaſure, that my reflections on this ſubject, up- 
on the dreadtu] criſis, which would reſult from an abuſe of it, have made 
a deep impre ſſion upon the mind, I will even ſay, upon the heart of the 
Preſident, who is an honourable man; Let us unite, Mr. Fauchet, to 
draw our two nations cloſer together, Thoſe who love liberty, are for fra. 
ternizing with the French Republic, the partizans of ſlavery prefer an al. 
Hance with England, _ V e ee 
J, he ſaid to me, (in ſpeaking of the treaty of Jay“), that there i 
no queſtion in his miſſion, but to demand a ſolemn reparation for the ſpoli- 
ations which our commerce has experienced on the part of England; and 
to give you a proof, that Mr. Jay cannot enter into a negociation contrary 
to what we owe to France, 1 will give you the part of the inftruftions 
which concern it. 5 55 VVV L N 
« Although the following note, which I have, written in his own hand, 
with a promiſe to burn it, be little important, I annex it hereto. 
If the Engliſh miniſtry ſhall infinuate, that the whole ot any part of 
ce theſe inſtructions ſhould appear to be influenced by a ſuppoſed predi- 
c lection in favour of France, you will arreft the ſubject as being foreign 
to the preſent queſtion. It is what the Engliſh sation has no right to 
« object to; becauſe we are free in our ſentiments and independent in 
c d I a 6 
« The following caſe is to be unchangeable. * As there is no doubt, 
ec that the Engliſh miniſtry will endeavour to detach us from France, 
« you will inform them of the firm determination of the government of 
« the United States, not to deviate from our treaties, or our engage. 
Ja oo „ e 
| * The werd affirms appears to have been mitted in the certified copy. 
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10 6 No, 6. % Citizen Fauchet, 


Miniſler Plenipotentiary:of the-Frenth Republic to the United 
I L | 1 WS nw I 3 foes ak 8 „ Dp 1 


«©« SCARCE was the commotion known, when the Secretary of 
tate came to my houſe. - All his countenance was grief. He requeſted 
of me a private converſation, It is all over, he ſaid to me. A civil wat 
is about to ravage our unhappy country. Four men by their talents 
their influence, and their erergy may ſave it. But debtors of. Engliih 
_ merchants, they will be deprived of their liberty, if they take the ſmal/- 
eſt. ſtep. Could you lend them inſtantaneouſly funds, ſufficient te 
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beker 0 from Engliſh perſecution. This er atoniſhed ms 
much. It Was impoſſible for me to make a ſatisfactory anſwer. Vou 
know my want of power, and my defect of pecuniary means. I ſhall 
dra myſelt from the affair by ſome common place remarks; and by 
throwing. myſelf on the pufe and unalterable principles of 5 republics | 

10 4 l never W n of e of _ nature.“ 
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1 he! dee Petet Aged een, Minidter Plenlpdtvitiary of 
the French Republic, near the United States of America, certify thoſe 


to whom it belongs, that the diſpatehes, No. 3 and 6, mentioned in the 


diſpatch No. 10, of the 16th of Brumaire, in the 3d year, addreſſed by 
Citizen Fauchet, my predeceſſor, to the commillary of exterior relations, 
ate relative to a number ot objects entirely foreign to Mr. Randolph, and 
that the extracts which 1 Have delivered to him I greeably to his requeſts 
contain both the converſation and the overtures, "of which Citizen Fau- 
chet ſpeaks in his diſpatch 7 


certify moreover, that at the requeſt of Mr. Randdleh I have exam- 
ed the diſpatches of Citizen Fauchet tothe French government; and 


that wheaſoever Citizen Fauchet has had occaſion to ſpeak of Mr. Ran- 
ö dolph, in re ſpect to his morality, he 1 nde him as an honeſt 
id upright, nan. 


Given at. Philadelphia, u upder my hand and. ſeal of the Fresch legarion, 


1 . of. ee 0 the 12 Fear of the es one and indi- 
V WT 5 v. A. agr. 
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lh 1 o the Pro dent of & Uni States, Mount Vernon. 
60 5 5 ee | Philadelphia September 21}, 755. 
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of 81 R. 


1K TURNED ble g German Towns: : and this morning 
mall proceed to the examination of the neceſſary papers. Finding it 
mportant to one branch of the ſuhject, that I ſhould aſk a ſmall addition 
0 the narrative in your letter of the 2oth ultimo, I have to requeſt, that 
may be informed, as far 45 may be in your power, when Mr: f 

ut Mr. Fauchet' s letter inio thg hands of Mr, Wolcott, and when an 
timation was given, fir, of thar letter to vou. I wiſh to aſcertain, with - 
at the neceſſity of reſorting to circumſtances, the earlieſt notice, which 


robable time, when the Britiſh ſecretary of ſtate, Lord Grenville, ob- 
uned the letter, and when the Britifh miniſter here procured ut ] ſhould 
enabled to be more particular in my vindication. 

You inform me in your letter of the 2oth ultimo, that you had never 
en Mr, Fauchet's diſpatch, No. 6, which is refexred-to in his letter; and 
you did not __ or ſend to me, with the other Nen, the diſpatch 


) 


- 


ammond 


ou received of the exiſtence of ſuch a letter. It you could add tha 
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| | you have; it will certainly be conceived proper; that I ſhould be furniſhed ey 
with copies of them, in order that I may know whether the papers inn 


wn 1 May, take the beſt meaſures for 3 which i is true, 


ee aan an ame mae ee wAGN a, ha ks es ind — —— — — 


0 3, 1 mal een 4a e ges . 


your hands, under the name of the diſpatches No. 3 and 6, agree wit 
what has been ſtated to me az their contents; and that if there be a dif- 


4 an pern — 2 you 
{oP 1 1 wy a 888 


AT. ot 
« 1 - $ 
3 * 4 
„ 1 
TIS # 2 3 1 
v. N . 
Wert” ode 
„ by N 
W 4 
Ji. 1 * — 
e 
8 . 
* 


sis, . 
SECRET ee ($45 14 FEES 
1 HAVE lately Wespen kee wick oak GER, two b 
bw 5th inſtant ;—the'other- the 21ſt—One of the former came to han 
the” x9th—the other the z iſt— and the latter yeſterday.” 
You? J as Secretary of State to the ratification. pre Tres 
- Having'be en given on the 14th of Auguſt and your teſignation not tak 
ing place until the _ it became ef in order to be conſiſten 


br original being diſpatched) that the ſame counterſign ſhould: appeal P ** 
to the copies ot erwiſe this act would not have been required of you, Gren 
It is not in my power to inform you at what time Mr. Hammond put VE 
the intercepted letter of Mr. Fauchet into the hands of Mr. Wolcott. Mit 
I had no intimatidn of the exiſtence of ſuch a letter until after my arri 
in Philadelphia, the 1th ef Auguſt. When Lord Grenville firſt ol 
tained that letter, and when the Britiſh miniſter here received i it fro; 
him, are facts with which Jam entirely unacquainted. . 
I have never ſeen in whole or in part, Mr. Fauchet's difparches nun 0. 
bered three and fix ; nor do I es any document, or knowledge 
_ papers which have affinity to the ſubject in queſtion. = 
No man would rejoice more =, 1 ſhould, to find that the kay cio! 
which have reſulted from 225 e 14 were unequivc 35 
e removed. wy | | ra 
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« received it from him, are facts with which I am entirely unacquainted.“ 
& I have never ſeen in whole or in part Mr. Fauchet's diſpatches, num- 


« papers, which have affinity to the ſubject in queſtion. . 

As the Britiſh miniſter conveyed through your hands this bufineſs to 
the Prefident, I hold myſelf authoriſed to inquire from you into ſome 
material facts, as they probably reſt in your knowledge, Theſe are, as 
to the time when Mr. Hammond put the letter into your hands; as to 
Lord Grenville, Mr. Hammond, or yourſelf, having ſeen or been poſſeſ- 
ſed of No. 3 and 6, or either of them; as to there being any other paper 
in or out of cypher, connected with this affair, which may be brought 
up in my abſence. | If you have heard the time, about which Lord 
Grenville firſt obtained the letter, and when the Britiſh miniſter here re- 


be red three and ſix ; nor. do I poſleſs any document or knowledge of 


points, ; 


| 18 
1 — 828 Your humble ſervant, EY ect 
_ EDMUND RANDOLPH. _ 


1 0 


0. Wolcott, Rg. | 


1 is | | x: = Ob 
I HAVE received your letter of this date, and I readily reply to 


ſour enquiries. _ . - . 
Mr. Fauchet's letter to which you allude was delivered to me by Mr. 
ammond on the 28th of July ; and on the evening of the 11th of Au- 
zuſt, 1 prefented it to the Preſident, | Es - 

I have gever ſeen or been poſſeſſed of Mr. Fauchet's letters, numbered 
or 6, or either of them, in or out of cypher, and I have no knowled 


'hether they or either of them, have been ſeen by Lord Grenville or 
t. Hammond. 1 5 Ws 
D 


ceived it from him, information of it will tend to elucidate ſome other 
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It is 1 for me to ſay whether any other document may beff 
hereafte# brought into view, :as'.conneted with the ſubject in queſ. iſ “ 
tion. Perhaps ſomething will depend upon the manner in which the diſ. ' 
cuiſion of this affair may be managed on your part, —as this may render 

an enquiry after other papers neceſſary. You may be aſſuted, however il © 
that nothing has been, at any time concealed by me, to your prejudice. || 'Þ 

idle letter which 1 received from Mr. Hammond, was, as I have ber: 

"informed, taken from the Jean Bart, a French veſſel.—1 do not knowl teri: 

the time, when it was received by Lord Grenville or by Mr. Hammond. forn 


Þt reſts in my memory, however, that Mr. Hammond informed me, thaffl the 


by * 
1 


LC; Is 24.5 77 i 2 Lt 3 SY $58 ' n „ —_ 0 i me 

the letter had been received by him, but a ſhort time before it was pre · ¶ dou! 

Jented to me, but of rhis fact I am not certain. 
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P Philadelphia, October 8, 1995. [ſinter 


* 
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0 miſtook me, if you ſuppoſed, that I meant to propound to you 


cannt 
to co 


any queſtion, the anſwer to which ſhould prevent the appearance of anjſſtion 1 


executive; and I put at defiance all papers, which now are, or hereaftet 
may be ſeen. I only wiſhed to learn, before my departure for Virgini: 


from Mr. Hammond or his government, accompanied the eommunicatiot 


| fident, For if Lam to judge from ſome hints, which have been given i 


information. 


— — — 2 *˙ 2 ov 


j „ 


paper whatſoever, I knew that this muſt depend upon the head of the 


 Hammond's machinations; ſo as to be able to prepare ab to repel it. 
It is material, however, to underſtand what obſervations,” or meſſage 


whether any thing more than the letter, No. 10, had been uſed in Mr 


of the letter to you ; in order that they might be tranſmitted to the Pre 


the public prints, and from other data, J have reaſon to conclude, thi 
Mr. nd d was partirulatly inſtructed upon the occaſion. In ſhor 
candor entitles me to expect, that you will not heſitate to give me t 


I am, Sir, 
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I am convinced; that àa knowledge of the 
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NOTWITHSTANDING 
minute circumſtances mentioned in your letter of this date, cannot be ma- 

rf terial to your defence, and though you have already been particularty in- 

formed of the manner in which Mr. Fauchet's letter was'conveyed to 

| the Preſident; yet 1 mean not to incur the imputation of wanting. tan- 

Idar, by forbearing a reply to your inquiry, g. 

When the exiſtence of the intercepted letter was firſt mentioned to me ; 
by Mr. Hammond, he did not intimate, or requeſt, that its contents might 
be communicated to the Prefident :—it was my own ſuggeſtion, that the 
letter 6ught to be delivered to me for that purpoſe :—to this Mr. Ham- 
mond finally aſſented, upon the condition that a copy, certified by me, 
ſhould remain in his hands. „ „„ 

My motire for wiſhing to obtain the original letter will readily be diſ. 
cerned :—without-poſſefling it, I could not ſafely venture to make any 
repreſentation of its contents, and I felt no difpoſition to be the ſecret 

depofitory of facts affecting not only your character, but alſo the public 
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intereſts, 1 | | 5 
The nature of your inquiries on this ſubje& leads me to aſſure you, 

that J am not converſant in the ſecrets of foreign miniſters, and that I 
cannot fay whether Mr, Hammond was, or was not, particularly inſtructed 
oufito communicate Mr. Fauchet's letter to the Prefident ;—no ſuch inſtrue- 
nition was mentioned to me. TY e 


— 


I am, Sir, your obedient ſervant :. 


——— 
— 
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8 OLIV. WOLCOTT. 
Edmund Randolph, Eſq, 
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SIR, ot 8 . \ 


UNTIL Monday laſt I did not obtain from the office thoſe of my 
own letters, which I deem proper to be introduced into my vindication. 
but I ſtill want the inſpection of a letter from you, dated July 22, 1795, 1 
End received by me. applied perſonally at the office on Saturday laſt 1 
Por the fight of your letters to me. Ihe chief clerk went into the room, 1 
1, 


n which Mr. Pickering fits, to conſult him, at my deſire, upon my appli- 1 
ation. He afterwards carried to Mr. Pickering a brown paper; and 4 
on his return placed it before me. It contained many of your letters, and 
Pras indorſed to this purport, « The Prefident's Letters. I preſumed, 

that they were all there; as no mention was nile to me of any, that were 


0 CDs 


LEE, 
miſſing. But not finding that of July 22, 1795, I aſked for it; and the 
chief clerk replied, that Mr. Pickering had jult taken it out; and that 
Ne, his ſaying, that 1 might probably wiſh to ſee it, Mr. Pickering had 
obſerved, that, if 1 did, I would aſk for it. I accordingly aſked for it 
again; but was anſwered, that it was neceſſary to conſult Mr. Wolcott, 
Not hearing any thing late on Monday from the chief clerk, I reminded him 


by a note, and on Tueſday received thro' him the rangorous and inſolent an- 
ſwer of Mr. kickering, which amounts to à poſitive refuſal, and of which 
| due notice will heteafter be taken, I affirm to you, that I hold that 


iter to be important to one of the views, which the queſtion will bear, 


_ As aim at accuracy.in my ſtatements, I am anxious to prevent a mil. 


take in my recollection of that letter, and therefore requeſt the inſpec. 
tion ot it. „ Ct A 


Mr. Fauchet's letter and the circumſtances which preceded and at- 
tended the delivery of it to me, embrace a variety of political matter, 


connected with many documents. The papers and reaſonings in my ge- 
neral letter will comprehend among others the following: my letter to 
the governor of Vermont, on the 28th of July, 1794; Mr. Bradford's 


letter from Fort Pitt, on the 17th of Anguts 1794; mine to the Secre. 


tary of the Treaſury, on the 28th of Auguit 1794; a letter, which 
in the latter end of July, 1734, you directed me to. write to a certain 
perſon; two late letters to Col. Monroe; my letter to Mr. Jay on the 
18th Auguſt, 1744; my laft circular letter to our miniſters ; your, let. 


ters to me on the 22d and ziſt July, 1795, with the memorial therein 


referred to; my letter ro you on the 12th of July, 1795 3 the affidavit, 
which was laid before you of the Britiſh being ſuppoſed to be concern- 
ed in the inſurrection; the advice of another N and myſelt to 
vou, on the 25th of Auguſt 1794; extracts from Mr, Jay's and Mr. 
B inſtructions; and my letter to you on the 15th Auguſt 1794. 
You muſt be ſenſible, Sir, that I am inevitably driven into the dif- 
_ cuſſion of many confidential and delicate points. I could with ſafety 
1mmediately appeal to the people of the United States, who can be of 
no party. But I ſhall wait for your anſwer to this letter, ſo far as it re- 
ſpects the paper deſi red, before I forward to you my general letter, which 
is delayed for no other cauſe. I ſhall alſo rely, that any ſuppoſed error 
in the general letter, in regard to facts, will be made known to me, and 
that you will conſent to the whole of this affair, howſoever confidential 
and delicate, being exhibited to the world, © © | 


* 


At the ſame time, I preſcribe to myſelf this condition, not to mingle 


4 od 


3 


| any thing which I do not fincerely conceive to belong to the ſubject. 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
With due reſpect, 
. A wn obedient ſervant, 


EDM: RANDOLPH. _ 


ite d States, Mount Vernon. 
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- AGREEABLY to the ſy e in. your note to me, retebred yeſtere 
day, I laid the ſame before Colonel Pickering, whoſe anſwer I am au- 
thorized to ſend you, in the following words, viz. | 
$8 The letter from the Prefident, dated the 22d of July, 1795, of which 
Mr. Randolph has requeſted the inſpection, does not appear io have any 
connection with the intercepted letter of Mr, Fauchet ; and, cannot pof- 
fibly have referred to it; becauſe the Preſident was at that time ignorant 
even of its exiſtence : and Mr. Randolph perfectly well knows that his 
reſignation was occafioned folely by the evidence of his criminal conduct 
exhibited in Mr, Fauchet's letter. The inſpection of the Preſident's 
Rn then cannot be nebeſſ lary for Mr. ongtts oh W rarer 


1 Department of Bate, October 6, 1795: 
GEO; TAYLOR, jun. Chief Clerk, | 


Edo Randolphy Eſquire. 


"WE Fe To Edmund Randolpn, Eſquire, 


. IN ſeveral of the public gazettes I have * your note to the Editor 
y f the Philadelphia Gazette, with an extract of a letter addreſſed to me 
tf the 8th inftant ; but it was not until yeſterday, that the letter irfelf | 
= (as received. 
It is not difficult, 1 the tenor of that letter, to perceive what your 
dbjes are; but that yqu may have no cauſe to complain of the withhold. 
ng any paper (however private and confidential) which you ſhall think 
eceſlary in a caſe of ſo ſerious a nature, I have directed that you ſhould 
ave the inſpection of my letter of the 22d of July, agreeably to your 
equeſt ;—and you are at full liberty to publiſh, without reſerve, azy and 
ery private: and confidential letter I ever wrote you ;—nay more Leve- 
y word I ever uttered to, or in your preſence, from whence you can de- 
ire any advantage in your vindication. 
I grant this permiſſion, inaſmuch as the extra alluded to, manifeſtly 
nds to impreſs on the public mind an opinion, that ſomething has paſſed 
etween us which you ſhould diſcloſe with reluctance ; from motives of 
elicacy which reſpect me. 
Vou know, Sir, even before the treaty was laid before the Senate, that 
had difficulties with reſpe& to the commercial part of it; with which 
profeſſed to be the leaſt acquainted ; and that] had no means of acquir- 
g information thereon without diſcloſing i its contents: not to do which 
til ĩt was ſubmitted to the Senate, had been reſolved an £08 know 
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too, that it was my determination previous to this ſubmiſſion, to ratify 


the treaty if it ſhould be fo adviſed and conſented to by that body ;— 


and that the doubts which afterwards aroſe, and were communicated to 


Mr. Hammond, proceeded from more authentic information of the exiſ- 
tence of what is commonly called the Provifion order of the Britiſh go- 


vernment. And finally, you know the grounds on which my ultimate de- 
ciſion was taken; as the ſame were expreſſed to Joh the other ſecretaries 


of departments, and the late attorney general, after a thorough inveſtiga. 
tion and conſideration of the ſubject, in all the aſpects in which it could 
be place. 7 TS : 5 


: As you Are. no longer an officer of the | government, and propoſe to 


ſubmit your vindication to the public, it is not my deſire, nor is it my in- 
tention to receive it otherwiſe than through the medium of the preſs, — 


Facts you cannot miſtake - and if they are fairly and candidly ſtated, they 
. ⁵—— .. Coorg x 
I he extract of your letter to me, dated the 8th inſtant, being publiſh. 
ed in all the gazettes, I requeſt that this letter may he inſerted in the com. 


pilation you are now making ;—as well to ſhew my diſpoſition to fürniſf 


you with every means I poſſeſs towards your vindication, as that I have 


no wifh to conceal any part of my conduct from the public.- That 


Hh public will judge, when it comes to ſee your vindication, how far, and how 
proper it has been for you, ta publiſh private and confidential communi. 
cCations which, oftentimes have been written in a hurry, and ſometimes 


without even copies being taken,—And it will, I hope, appreciate my 
motives, even if it ſhould condemn my prudence, in allowing you the 
unlimited licenſe herein contained, 90 I 


Phila delphia 21ft of Oftober, 1795. 
8 95 S8: WASHINGTON, 


: Philadelphia, OAober 24, 1795+ 
ELLIS, 2 
| I AFFIRM to you, that the delay which has occurred in the arrival 


pf my letter of the 8th inftant to your hands, is not to be aſcribed to 
me. It was ſent to the poſt- office on Friday the gth, but too late 1 he- 


Saturday the 17th; you having paſſed through that town vn your return, 
You came hither on Tueſday, the zoth, in the afternoon, © 
Whatſoever my objects may be ſuppoſed to be, I have but one; which 


is, te defend myſelf Your unlimited permiſſion of publication is therefore 


* 


as you muſt be well perſuaded, given without hazard. For you never 
could believe, that I intended to exhibit to public view a// and ce 
thing which was known to me. I have indeed the ſenſibility of an 1njur 
ed man; but I ſhall diſcloſe even what I am compelled to diſcloſe, unde 


1 lie ve for the mail of that day. If I am not miſinformed, it reached Alen. 8 
' andria on Wedneſday the 14th; from whence it was brought back on 
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SE ©» 
the operation of the neceflity which you yourſelf have created. I have 
been che meditated victim of party ſpirit. © © 
From the tenor of your lettet ot the 21ſt inſtant, I perceive that you 
have controuled the opinions of Mr. Pickering and Mr. Wolcott, by vir- 
tually admitting your proceedings on the treaty with Great Britain to be 
material in the caſe to be laid before our country, I muſt however con- 
tend, from a variety of written and other proofs in my poſſeſſion that what 
you in that letter denominate, © doubts communicated to Mr. Hammond, 
will be found to have been conſidered by you from the 13th of July to 
the 11th of Auguſt, as & your determination ;” and that “ he grounds an 
which your ultimate decifion was profeſſed to be taken,” were little if at all 
different from thoſe which had been often examined by you before my 
interview with Mr. Hammond, 4 33 on ns \. 

My intention in troubling you with my letter of detail was merely to 
prevent a controverly about facts. But fince you reſt them upon my 
ſtatement, I pledge myſelf to aim at accuracy. If I do not ſucceed, it 
will not be my fault that an error ſhall have crept into my narratives 
But I ſhall be ready to correct it, and to renounce any inference which 
I may have deduced from it. ab pb le 

Your letter, Sir, of yeſterday, ſhall be publiſhed as you requeſt, To the 
people I always meant to appeal. It will be in the form of a letter addreſſed 
to you, as many of the facts are beſt known to you; but I ſhall diſclaim, 
as T have always diſclaimed, an appeal to aa inferior authority. The peo- 
ple will fee, that I have not imitated ſome others, in treaſouring up your 
letters or obſervations, from any expectation of producing them at a fu- 
ture day; that I have never betrayed your confidence; and that even 
where « your prudence may be condemned,“ your « unlimited licence, 
is no more, than a qualified effort to do juſtice, It would have been leis 
equi vocal, if it had not been accompanied with a kind of threat; and the 
eandour, which the letter ſeems to wear, would have been more ſeaſona- 
ble, had it commenced with this injurious buſineſs. You hold, Sir, a 
number of iny private letters, of which 1 kept no copy, and which | ſhould 
be glad to inſpect. But notwithſtanding they would add weight to the 
proofs, which I might produce, of all my opinions to you being founded 
on a regard to the rights of the people, and a love of order, I ſhall 
leave them with y ourſelf, as evidences of my fidelity. 
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TI have the honour to be, Sir, 
With due reſpect, 3 1 
irn. "= IN Vuoour moſt obedient ferrant, 


1 PPM; RANDOLPH. 
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-- FINDING Som the 3 . of the Profident 90 
. other ſources of information, that we are likelyto differ I Br 
in degree upon his proceedings in regard to the treaty ; : | dia 


I ſhould have apprized him beforehand of the manner in to 
which I have always underſtood them. But being led by | tio! 


one of the expreſſions in that letter, to Tuppoſe; that he anc 
is not deſirous of entering into a previous diſcuſſion. of! 


facts; I ſhall endeavour explicitly to repreſent the intire I in: 


truth; after repeating, chat it ſhall not be my fault, if it f ord 
be not diſplayed. - eon 


8 bound to France, had never been heard of by the Preſif 


on the ſubject; and notwithſtanding the vote of the Se 


The treaty arrived on . ev ening hy the 7th 5 off the 
March, 1795; and was by the Preſident's order rigidlyf ef i 


_ concealed by me from every perſon upon earth, withoutſto 1 


a fingle exception, until I was permitted to divulge it. II foo 
challenge the whole world to prove the contrary. Scarcelyſſthe; 
'A day paſſed, on which he ſaw me, that he did not enumerateſ and 


many objections to it objections, going not only to the Sen 


commercial part, but alſo to the Canada article, whichſlthai 
though ſeemingly reciprocal in words, would, as hefſme 
thought, want reciprocity in practice; to the omiſſion of 29t 
"compenſation for the negroes and property plundered; ” 
and to ſome other parts of leſs conſequence. When tbel 
meſſage, which was to accompany the treaty to the Senate 
was about to be prepared, at the latter end of May 1795. Su. 
I obſerved to him, that it was neceſſary for him to make 
up his mind to ratify or not; and he anſwered, that al- 
though the treaty was ſo exceptionable to him, yet he 
would not ſeparate from the Senate. At this time the. or 
der of the Britiſh king for ſeizing our provifion-veſlels, 


dent; and even then he conſidered himſelf as at perted/: 
liberty, to ratify or not. On the 24th of June 1795, the 
Senate adviſed the conditional ratification. He then ex 
preſſed a wiſh, that the public opinion could be heard upfdent 


nate as to a he authorized me on the 29th to profſkPhi 


miſe to Mr. Brown the printer a copy of the treaty fois ar 


publication, with a view to draw forth the ſentiments d= 
the people. I accordingly gave him a paragraph for in. 
ſertion on Monday the 29th, aſſuring the 8 that tb = 


* ' 
- 


26 Ci 9 1 
treaty would ap ppear on the Wedneſday following. Mr. 


Brown would have received the copy of the treaty imme- 


| daately; if I had not delivered the only one, which I had; 
|| to Mr. Adet the French miniſter by the Preſident's direc- 
on. Bur before e agar arrived, it came forth from 
| another preſs. e FREED) tt 


| © During the ſitting of the Gann a oitgreph paired 
in an Englith paper, mentioning the foregoing proviſion- 


| order,//as it is called. But there was nothing ſatisfactory 
concerning its exiſtence or particulars. When they roſe, 
the Preſident was ſo far convinced, though not officially. 
of its-exiſtence, that he admitted it, as a fact, upon which 
to reaſon in reſpect to the treaty. Then it was, that is, 
ſoon after the Senate roſe, that he began to balance, whe- 
ther to ratify or not. He acknowledges that he doubted; 
and I am ready to on that ſhortly after the rifing of the 
Senate, until the 13th of July 1795, he doubted only; ; 
though with great ſtrength. 0 it was, which induced 
me * hold with Mr. Hammond, the converſation of the 
| =. of FE, 179 Is ws which! is recorded in the department 
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. 11 Clock, A. M. 
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lence of it was in Bache's paper of this 19. > J replied, that the de- 

ail would give the ſubject more completely. He then ſaid, that frankly 
lveaking he had ſeen a copy, which * 7 member of the Senate had brought 70 
im e that he was much pleaſed with the treaty himſelf, This laſt ex- 
teſſion was put into two or three different ſhapes, to draw ſomething from 
e. I obſerved only, that by the conſtitution it now reſted with the Pre- 
gent, and that he had entered into the conſideration of the ſubject. He 
hen read.a letter from Lord Grenville to him, on tlie 18th of April 1795, 

xprefling great folicitude at.not having heard of the arrival of the treaty 
* Philadelphia; and urging Mr. Hammond to gre the earlieſt notice of 


Wigs that if, he wiſhed to conſult the treaty further, he would call upon 
ne «nk a Barchart 8 of it. 
5 5 EDM: RANDOLPH. | 1 
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pie led, upon Fa 7 oh and told him, that as * ies formerly a fght of - 
the treaty. when I could not ſhew it to him, I would now very witling- 
ly impart it, if he wiſhed to ſee it. He ſaid, that he ſuppoſed the eſ- 


ts arrival, and of the ſteps taken. Our converſation cloſed with his ſay- 
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ol ſlate, and was approved by the Preſident. This it was, || be 
which induced me towrite to Mr. M6nroe on the 2d of Ju- che 


cluding paſſages: 8 ee ir TE PEAS ARES a7 12 "be 
immediately had between the ſecretary of ſtate and Mr. Hammond, and I and 


the United States and His Britannic 
© ſeen the vote of the Senate, adviſing a ratification of it upon condition.] poſe 
That treaty being ſtill ſubject to the negative of the Prefident is now be · ¶ thou 
fore him, undetermined as to its fate. The candour, which has reignedſadvi 


authentic, that veſſels, even American veſſels, laden with proviſions for 
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1. 179 5, under the Preſident's eye and ſpecial. correction, *:; 
that the Preſident has not yet decided upon the final I {y: 


meaſure. to be adopted by hiniſelf.“ Tbis it Was, which || cou 


induced him to conſult all the officers of government up- 40 
on ſome collateral points. This it was, which induced 71, 


him to conſult a certain individual upon the treaty: at Lor 


large; and to require me to give an opinion, which I de- een 


Iivered to him oh the 12th of July 1795, in the even- Ren 


That opinion will be particularly ſtated in my general I pl 
letter. But it is neceſſary to quote the following con- et 


5 #* 1 take the liberty then of ſuggeſting, | thata perſonal interview be] Pine 
that the ſubſtance of the addreſs to him be this. — 


ce I know, fir, that you are acquainted with the late treaty between expe 
Majeſty ; and preſume, that you have  «c 


throughout our proceedings, induces me, with the permiſſion of the Preſi. jeſty 


dent, to explain to you, as the miniſter plenipotentiary of his Britannicſ tains 


Majeſty near the United States, what is. the courſe of his reflection uponſ very 


- this momentous tranſaction. If his Majeſty could doubt the ſincerity offfitanni 


the Preſident's protefſions to maintain full harmony with the Britiſh na · ¶ conſi 
tion, his doubt would vaniſh, when he is told, fir, as I now tell you, made 
that, notwithſtanding after the moſt mature confideration of the treaty, quire 
there are ſeveral parts by no means coincident with his wiſhes and expec- « | 


| ations; yet he had determined to ratity it, in the manner adviſed by theſ ment 
Senate. — He had determined to put his hand to it without again ſubmit- 


ting it, even after the inſertion of the new article, to the Senate. 
But we are informed by the public gazettes, and by letters tolerably 


France, may be captured and dealt with, as carrying a kind of qualified 
contraband, If this be not true, you can correct me 

„Upon the ſuppoſition of its truth, the Prefident cannot perſuade 
himſeltl that he ought to ratify, during the exiſtence of the order. Hi 
reaſons will be detailed in a proper repreſentation through you (Mr. Han 
mond) to his Britannic Majeſty. At the ſame time, that order being rc 
moved, he will ratify without delay, or farther icruple. Of this alfo his 
Britannic Majeſty will be informed in the moſt explicit and unequivoca 


« Now, fir, the object of my interview with you ariſes from my reco-pome 
JeRion of your having expreſſed to me a wiſh, that the ratifications ſhoulFiple 


» 


4 


be exchanged here; in order that you might have ſome agency in eloſing 
the treaty. I am thus led to believe, that it may not be e pig: to 
you, to undertake. what I ſhall now have the honour of propoſing to you. 
. Suppofing that Mr. Jay's negociation would abſorb every controver- 
| 5: that nothing would be left to be done for ſome time in the ordinary 
| courſe of refidence: and that Mr, Pinckney would have returned to Lon- 
don before he was wanted there, he was diſpatched, as our envoy to Ma- 
drid.' He did not commence his journey until the 11th of May laſt. 
The ſecretary of the legation, Mr. Deas is the only perſon remaining in 
t London, as the political agent of the United States. Being defirous of 
. communicating every thing here, as far as we can, it has occurred to me 


going declaration of the Preſident's pu 1 to ratify. This, we preſume, 
will de immediat⸗ ly tranſmitted through you to the Britiſh miniſtry. The 
1] reply may be handed to Mr. Deas. You will alſo be furniſhed with a copy 
Jof the form, in which the Preſident means to ratity, when the order is 
ECG. 88 
The Preſident had indeed once thought to order one of our Euro- 


pean miniſters on to London to ſupply for this purpoſe the place of Mr. 


x | Finckney. But the moſt--weighty- objections render this impracticable;z 


dF and it may be alſo couceived that to ſend over a freſh diplomatic cha- 


rafter at this ſtage of the buſineſs, would neither be very eafy, nor very 
n expeditious. e 5 


e It is alſo contemplated by the Preſident to propoſe that for the pur- 


n. ¶ poſe of ſaving delay, the ratifications may be exchanged here. For al- 
e- though he does not doubt the conſtitutionality of the Senate's act, and is 


eds adviſed too, that the propoſed article, it agreed to by his Britannic Ma- 


ſi · jeſty, need not be ſubmitted to them before ratification, yet he enter- 
ic} tains ſerious doubts whether he can himſelf ratify, without having the 
onfflvery article under his eye, after it ſhall have been aſſented to by his Bri- 
off tannic Majeſty. The difference of time in the one form or the other will 
a · ¶ conſiſt only in a voyage from London to Philadelphia. Proviſion will be 
un wade for the ſubſcription in London of any papers, which form may re- 
ty, ire. got e 7. FF 
8 « You will oblige me, fir, by giving me your ſentiments. on tlus ſtate. 
he ment. 5 „„ 1 | : 
5 \ 


In the morning of the 13th of July 1795, the Preſi- 
dent inſtructed me in his room, to have the propoſed in- 
terview with Mr. Hammond immediately, and to addrefs 
Pee, and ſent. a note, requeſting him to come thither. 
e came in half an hour; and I executed the Preſident's 
Inſtructions. Mr. Hammond aſked me, if it would not 


Fr the ratification to renew it? J replied, perhaps with 


calffome warmth, that this would be a mere ſhift, as the prin- 


ulEiple was the important thing. He then aſked me, if 
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to ſtate in a memorial. to you the fituation of the buſineſs, and the fore- 


him as I had ſuggeſted. J inſtantly returned to the of- | 


Ne ſufficient to remove the order ont of the way; and af- 


1 


. 55 Profit we irrevocably determined not to ratify; pre 
=_ 7 the Pro e ee was not removed! J anſwered, that and 
I was. not inftructed upon that point. He faid, that he fro 
15 would convey my obſervations to Lord Grenville by a vel- hin 
oo fel which-was to ſail the next day; and then left me. I cox 
I immediately returned to the Prefidetit's' toom, and Tide 
. acquainted him with the foregoing circumſtances. He] fer" 
755 ſaid, that I might have informed Mr. Hammond, that he fad 
never would ratify, if the proviſion- order Was not re-! 
moved out of the way.—He then directed me to prepare of. 
the memorial of which I had ſpoken to Mr. Hammond, Bot 
the form of ratification,” and inſtructions for the 0 Ties 
ho was to manage the bufineſs in London. dia 
The next day, being Tueſday the 14h of July 1795 apri 
I met with Mr. Hammond at the Prefident's-public room; But 
when he took me on one ſide, and again enquired of me, to « 
if he was irrevocably determined not to ratify the treatyf 282 
during the exiſtence of the proviſion-order ? added, that. mn 
he had written to Lord Grenville, what I. had com- to: 1 
municated to him the day before; and afked' me. when to t 
he might: expect the memorial, which my..communica- this 
tion promi ſed to him. It is true, that with aeſpect to theſ ing 
Provifiom order I might have told him, what the Preſiden . 
had declared the day before. But as my converſation was de- refe 
5 ſigned only to ſhew, that the Preſident had not let the ſub- I fror 
ject ſleep, 3 5 that he had taken his deciſion; and 4s theſ the 
FR memorial would ſo Joon repeat the ſame ideas, irea 
law no neceſſity for changing for the prefent the ground, fact 
upon which it had been placed by me. As to the memo- Þ 
rial, I engaged, that: he ſhould have it before he ſaited;Þ#Þi 
which was ſufhciently. early, for every purpoſe ; ſince it pal! 

- * was prop oſed by me in my letter abovementioned, on 
_ the. 12th of July 1795, and; approved. by the Preſident 
on the next day, not to ſend cver à new miniſter ;—but fag) 
to uſe Mr.. Hammond's agency. — do not aſſert 255 genu 
related to the Preſident this laſt converſation with N „ whe 
Hammond but | believe: I did... A OO OM 1 ** 
The Prelident eft this city for eee on Wel | Ag 
neſday the 1 ʒth of July. 179 3. As ſoon afterwards as, an inq parti 
| diſpoſition, #0 the nature of the kae would permit, to th 
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prepared, as will be immediately ſlated, the memorial; 


33 1 

and at different times ſeeing Mr. Hammond, and learning 

from, Him, when, he expected to go, I conftanily afiured 

him, that it ſhould be ready for him. Not having by me 

copies of all the private letters, which I wrote to the Pre- 

Kfdent,” while he was in Vir gina, I may not perhaps ob- 

ſerve the due order in mentioning the Papers | but or. the 

acts in other reſpecis þrouch. 

he Preſident wrote to me from Baltimore" on the +Bth 
ply 17935, defiring, that the addreſs of the people of 

Mould be taken into conſideration by the ſecreta- 


— and attorney general. They were collected immedi- 


diately upon the receipt of the letter; and did not at once 
apree, whether an anſwer ſhould or ſhould not be returned. 
But it was mentioned then by me, as I had mentioned 


to one or two at leaſt of them before, and as I 8 


again. the next Cay, that the Preſident had taken a dete 

mination purſuant to the abovementioned AB, 
10 Mr. Hammond. It was on this fact, that the anſwer 
to that addreſs contained the following paſlage :—* Under 


this erſuaſſon J have reſolved on the manner of execut- 
ing tbe duty before me,” There was at this time no other 


#.!re/o/ution” of the Preſident, to which the anſwer could 
refer; and I never could have aſſented to that phraſe, but 
from my knowledge, that the Preſident had re/o/ved, (though 
the final formal act was yet incomplete) not to ratify. the 


treaty, until the e eee was arranged to his ſatis- 
laction. 


Next in date is the Memel the rough draught of 


which was ſent to the Preſident, containing the kart 
palſages: : | 1 


% BUT. either: his Blitannie Majeſty nor the world will be ws rpriſed, 


when they ſhall be informed that the diſpoſition to ratity has been . 


pended at leaſt by a recent order, iſſued under the royal authori: *. Its 
genujgeneſs, though not aſcertained by official dbcuments, is ſcarcely any 
where doubted. it is underſtood to import, that all ſhips, of whatever 
nation, laden with corn or other proviſions for French ports, may be 
ſeiged, and from this deſeription not even neutral veſſels are excepted. 


Againſt this doctrine the United States have otten proteſted; and more 


particularly in the memorial of their miniſter plenipotentiary in London 
to the Þritiſh ſecretary of ſtate for foreign affairs, and in a letter from 
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55 | [ 34 ] J 
the department of ſtate to the miniſter plenipotentiary of bis Britannic 
majeſty in Philadelphia, on the“ .lt was not with. 
out regret, that the efforts were'unſucceſsful in conforming to the current 
of modern treaties the definition of contraband. But that the order of the 
Sth ot June 1793 was thus repeated upon the United States by the pro- 
poſed treaty, Was as apparent from the rules of conſtruction, as an ac. 
quieſcence in that conſt rudi ion was remote from every opinion hitherto 
formed. It was believed, and is ſtill believed, that the treaty juſtifies 
no ſuch interpretation. The conſiderations, which indiſpoſe the United 
States to yield to it, are too obvious to require an enume tation; and gain, 
inſtead laſing force, every day. To ratify then, in the face of this coin- 
ment, would ſtamp upon“ article a meaning which the United 
States diſavow; and contribute to the eſtabliſhment of a principle, againſt 
which they revolt. Hence objections, which might have been overba- 
lanced by the hope of burying paſt differences, and of raiſing à barrier 
againſt freſh injuries array themſelves again in view; when the aban- 
donment of them, notwithſtanding, leaves behind this burthen upon A. 


merican agriculture and commerce,” —— 
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ec But as in the language of the conſtitution of the United States, the Pre. 
ident is to nale the treaty, no method is ſatisfactory to him, by which he 
can or ought to delegate to a ſubordinate agent the determination when 
the propoſed treaty ſhall become the fupreme law of the land. With thy 
impreſſion, he cannot zow adopt any ſtyle of ratification which ſhall pre-. 
clude him from being perſonally ſatisfied, that the advice and con- thu: 
ſent of the Senate, which are the ground-work of his action on treaties ], 
have been truly purſued, To demonſtrate, however, that candour alone 
prevails as pany this tranſaction, there is annexed: to this memorial 
the draught of a ratification which the Preſident contemplates to uſe,whens 
Toever the occaſion ſhall require; that is, avber! he all be ſatisfied as t 
| the crder for ſeizing proviſions, and conſtitutional forms, preſent no ob jection. 
Ide chief obitacle, which is dependent for its removal on his Bri. 
tannic Majeſty, is the order above ſtated. The Preſident is too much de- 
prived of its particulars, to declate, what ſhall be his irrevocable deter- 
mination; but the ſenfibility, which it has excited in his mind, cannot 
be allay ed avithout the miſt un qui vecal flipulation, to reduce io the only con. 
ftruct ien, in which he can acquiejcez the article of the treagy.. 5 


4 


Before the Preſident had received this rough draught 
of a memorial, and the form of an eventual ratification, 
therein referred to, he wrote to me on the 22d of go E 
TTT EAR POL A 


IN my hurry, I did not ſignify the propriety of letting thoſe ger 

tlemen+ know fully, my determination with teſpect to the ratification ofÞphere 
„This is a blank in the rough memorial. 
f The ſecretaries and attorney general. 


% 


© M43 
the treaty ;—and the train it was in; — but as this was neceſſary, in order 
Bio enable them to form their opinions on the ſubject ſubmitted, I take 
ie for granted that both were communicated to them, by you, as a matter 
Jef courſe. —The firſt; that is the conditional ratification, / if the late order, 

hieb we have heard of, reſpecting proviſton veſſoli, is not in operation), may, 
on all fit occaſions, be ſpoken of as my determination, unleſs from any thing 


von have heard, or met with fince | left the city, it ſhould be thought 


N more ad viſeable to co gunicate further with me on the ſubject; my o- 
0 


pinion re ſpecting the treaty, is the ſame now that it was, that is, not fa- 


, {yourable to it, —but, that it is better to ratify it in the manner the Senate 
| have adviſed, (and avith the reſervation already mentioned) than to ſuffer 
1 Ematters to remain as they are, - unſettled.— Little has been ſaid to me on 
x the ſubjeQ of this treaty along the road I paſſed ; and I have ſeen no one 


diſcourſes I find endeavours are not wanting to place it in all the odious 
points of view of which it is ſuſceptible, and in ſome which it will no 


| 


The Preſident's letter to me from Virginia, on the 2gth 
of July, 1795, forms a connecting branch only of the 
ſubject ; but if it were omitted, the omiſſion might be im- 
puted to ſome improper motive. J 
It begins with announcing his determination to re- 


a. Ichus: 

+ © FF. 8 5 W j 

nel I am excited to this reſolution by the violent and extraordinary pro- 
ialFceedings which have, and are about taking place, in the northern parts of 
-n-he union, and may be expected in the ſouthern; becauſe I think that the 


f ſuch vaſt magnitude, as not only to require great individual confidera- 


eat of government :—and beſides, in the courſe of deliberating on theſe 
great matters, the examination of official papers may, more than probable, 
de found eſſential ; and theſe could be reſorted to no where elſe.” | 

The next paragraph fpeaks of the inconvenience of an immediate re- 
ht urn, but ſays, that ( whilſt he is in office, he ſhallgever ſuffer private 
dnvenience to interfere with what he conceives 16a 


"= > , 4 
"ora : 


ly, He goes on thus : 


« I view the oppoſition, which the treaty is receiving from the meet- 


en. Ings in different parts of the union in a very ſerious light. Not becauſe 
n 0!Where is more weight in any of the objections, which are made to it, than 


vere foreſeen at firſt; — for there are none in ſome of them; and g: miſ+ 
preſentations in others Nox as it reſpects myſelt perſonally ; for chis 


fince from whom 1 could h:ar much concerning it: but from indirect 
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turn almoſt immediately to Philadelphia ; and proceeds 
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memorial, — the ratification and the inſt ructions, which are framing, are 
ion; but a ſolemn conjunct reviſion. The latter could not happen, if 


you were to come to this place; nor would there be that ſource of in- 
otmation to be had, as is to be found at, and continually flowing to, the 


eficial duties,” 
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ſball haue no influence on my: conduct; plainly. perceiving, and ᷣ am ac« I vpon, 
cordingly preparing my mind ſor, the obloquy, Which ditappoinzment I await 
and malice are collecting io heap; upon my character. But Lam alarm. I befor 
ed on account of the effect it may have on, and the advantage the French Iwhet. 
goverament may be diſpoſed. to make of, the ſpirit which is at work; to ſſſcircu! 
cCheriſn a belief in them, that the treaty is calculated to favour Great Bri : not b 
tain at their expence. Whether they believe or da{believe theſe tales, the I my le 
effect it will have upon the nation will be nea the ſame: for whilſt Nrepai 
they ate at war with that power, or ſo long as the animoſity between the of 
two nations exiſt, it will, no matter at whoſe expence, be their policy, Iſued 
and it is feared, it will be their conduct, to prevent us from being on and fi 
good terms with Great Britain, or from her deriviag any advantages from queſt 
our commerce, which they can prevent, however much we may be bene- Bare c 
fitted thereby ourſelres. To what length this policy and intereſt may Nout a 
carry them is problematical; but when they ſee the people of this coun. Te 
try divided, and ſuch a violent oppoſitipn given to the meaſures of their calls 
own government, pretendedly in their favour, it may be extremely embar. ſhave 
raſſing, to ſay no more of it, VVV 
„Jo ſum the whole up in a few words. I have never, ſince I have Ineral 
been in the adminiſtration of the government, ſeen a criſis, which in my Nied t. 
judgment has been ſo pregnant of intereſting events; nor one from which Nit be 
more is to be apprehended; whether viewed on one fide or the other, the p 
From New York there now is, and 1 am told will further be, a; counter Inot « 
current; but how formidable it may appeai I know not; —if the fame 
does not take place at Boſton and other towns, it will afford but too ſtrong IGrea 
evidence that the oppofition is in a manner univerſel, or that thoſe ef Hand i 
different ſentiments are ſupine or intimidated; which would make the preſs 
ratification a ſerious buſineſs indeed. Bui as it reſpects the French, even Neonti 
counter. reſolutions, would, for the reaſons I have already given, do little 
more, than weaken, in a ſmall degree, the effect thoſe of the other com: may 
TIE TT ET CT ALES. 
The remainder of the letter relates to the anſwers to be returned to ile 
different town and other meetings on the treaty ; with a poſtcript deſiring, 
that the confidential officers might « prepare their minds on the ſeveral Et Je; 
ſubjeRts therein mentioned againit he ſhould arrive. bone 


On the gait of July, 1795, the Prefident wrote to me Nit 
the following letter from Mount Vernon. 


letter, to the Po 
letter bag was 
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back from the office, and emptied, I not only got 
thoſe which wer 


8 * 3 
upon, and reading ſome letters which I received at the ſame time, to 
await.your. acknowledgment of the receipt of my letter of the 24th inſt, 
before I would ſet out; as J ſhould, thereby, be placed on a certainty 
whether your journey hither, or mine to Philadelphia, would, under all 
circumſtances be deemed moſt eligible ; or whether the buſineſs could 
not be equally as well done without either, repeating now what I did in 
my letter of the 24th ; that I do not require more than a day's notice to 
repair to the ſeat of government ;—and that if you, and the confidential 
. with you, are not clear in the meaſures which are beſt to be pur- 


— 


* 2 


- <8 EC” ,CCH ©» w# wr 


, 
| Wand for the reaſons there given, that difficult and intricate, or delicate 
j 


queſtions, had better be ſettled there, where the ſtreams of information 


* Mare continually pouring in, than at any other place; and that I would ſet 

out accordinglxy. JVCCCVVTCCC fg 

- To be wile and temperate, as well as firm, the criſis moſt eminently 

r Nealls for; for there is too much reaſon to believe, from the pains which 

have been taken before —at and ſince the advice of the Senate reſpect- 
ing the treaty, that the prejudices againſt it are more extenſive than is ge- 


e Inerally imagined. —'T his, from men who are of no party, but well diſpo- 


Jed to the government, I have lately learnt is the caſe. How ſhould 
n Fit be otherwiſe ? when no ſtone has been left unturned that could impreſs 
. the people's minds witk the moſt errant falſehoods—that their rights have 
not only been zeg/e&ed, but abſolutely /o/4 ;—that there are 20 reci- 
procal advantages in the treaty that the benefits are a// on the fide of 


Great Britain ;—and, what ſeems to have more weight than all the reſt, 


preſs the French, in open violation of our treaty with that nation, and 
contrary, too, to every principle of gratitude and ſound policy.— 


may poſſibly turn; but in the meanwhile, this government, in relation to 
France. and England, may be compared to a ſhip between the rocks of 
Silla and Charibdis.—If the treaty is ratified, the partiſans of the French 
„er rather of war and confuſion) will excite them to hoftile meaſures; or 


* 


onfequences which may follow, as it reſpects Great Britain. 


It is not to be inferred from hence, that I am, or ſhall be diſpoſed to 


e Nit the ground I have taken; unleſs circumſtances more imperious than 
have yet come to my knowledge, ſhould compel it; for there is but one 
fraighs courſe in theſe things, and that is to ſeek truth and purſue it ſtea- 


dily.— The reaſon I mention them is to ſhew, that a cloſe inveſtigation of 


's Mie ſubject is more than ever neceſſary; and that they are ſtrong evidences, 
„Not, the neceſſity of the moſt eireumſpect conduct in ing the determi- 


; : n our own 


/ Wation of gorernment into effect with prudence, 
t Feountry ; and with every exertion to produce a ch 


W 
— 
8 


5 WG rita. 
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The memorial ſeems well deſigned to anſwer the end propoſed; and 
- Wy the time it is reviſed and new dreſſed, you will probably (either in 
the reſolutions which are, or will be banded to me---or in the news paper 
» MP2blications, which you promiſed to be attentive to) have ſeen all the ob- 
T1 Pections againſt rhe treaty which have any real weight in them; and which 
may. be {i ſuhjects for repreſentation in the memorial, or for the inſtructions. 


Þ 


ſued on the ſeveral matters mentioned in my laſt, my own opinion is, 
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and is accordingly preſſed, is, that this treaty is made with a deſign to op- 


PPP 


In time, when paſſion ſhall have yielded to ſober reaſon, the current 


r leaſt to unfriendly ſentiments—if it is not, there is no foreſeeing all the 


f he better from 
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or both. But how much longer the preſentation of the 1 can be 


delayed without exciting unpleaſaut ſenſations here, or involving ſerious 


evils elſewhere, \ you, who are at the ſcene of information and action, can 
decide better than I. In a matter, however, ſo intereſting and pregnant 


of conſequences, there ought tq be no precipitation : but on the contra. 
ry, every ftep ſhould be explored before it 1s taken, and every word 
weighed hefore it is uttered, or delivered in writing. 

The form of the ratificarion requires more diplomatic experience, and 


legal knowledge than I poſſeſs, or have the means of acquiring at this 
place, and therefore 1 ſhall ſay nothing on this A, 


The identical memorial, which the Preſident ſays ſeems 


well deſigned to anſwer the end propoſed, and from which 


x the foregoing extract was made, and the very form of a 


ratification, to which he refers, are now in my poſſeſ- 
ſion. 


The dae why the Prefident AIRES it 8 that 


I might be on my way to Mount Vernon was, that J had 
intimated it to him. Meſſrs. Wolcott, Pickering, and 
Bradford had urged me to go thither, in order to cloſe the 


buſineſs, and put an end to every expectation abroad, that 
the Preſident's purpoſe could now be changed. 


I had ac- 
tually engaged a carriage. for the purpoſe; but was pre- 
vented by a great influx of buſineſs from the Prefiden 
and other quarters. 

Before the memorial returned to Philadelphia Mr. Wol- 
cott ſaid ſomething to me about delay in concluding the 
buſineſs; obſerving; that it would give the French go- 
vernment an opportunity of profeſſing to make very ex- 


tenſive overtures to the United States, and thus embarraſls 


the treaty with Great Britain. When I read the memori- 
al to Col. Pickering in his office, he ſaid, . This, as the 


. failors ſay, is throwing the whole up in the wind.” The 


memorial after it was rendered more correc in language, 


retained the tormer determination againſt ratifying, except 


in the mode Wl gexprefied, if the proviſion order was 2- 
boliſhed. h it expreſsly declares, that it is only 
more particulay@ncloſure of my converſation on the 13th 
inſtant, yet no obſervation was ever made in my preſence 
or to my beliet, by the Preſident, that I had exceeded his 
intention. I ſpoke of his determination on the 12th oi 


Auguſt 1795, when we were in conſultation on the treaty, 


17 0 T 


and no objection was even hinted at. I alſo ſhewed to the 


Preſident, on the morning of the 13th of Auguſt, 1795, 
the letters which had been written to Mr. Monroe, and to 
the other Miniſters, as follow. To Col. Monroe, July 14, 


WIS. 1 : 


te The treaty is not yet ratified by the Preſident; nor will it be rati. 
fied, I believe, until it returns from England; if then. But 1 do not 
mean this for a public communication or for any public body or men. 1 
am engaged in a work, which, when finiſhed, and approved by the Pre- 
fident, will enable me to ſpeak preciſely to you. The late Britiſh order 
for ſeizing proviſions is a weighty obſtacle to a ratification. I donot 


ſuppoſe, that ſuch an attempt to ftarve France will be countenanced.“ 
| | | * 


To all our foreign miniſters, July 21, 1793. 


; 52 

« When inform you that the Preſident has not yet ratified the treaty, his 
character will convince you, that nothing will deter him trom doing what 
he thinks right; and that the final queſtion hes open from cauſes, uncon- 
nected with any conſiderations but the intereſt and duties of the United 
States. He is at preſent in Virginia, and will doubtleſs very ſoon take 
his conclufive ſtep. It I were permitted to conjecture, what that would 
be; I ſhould ſuſpect, that at any rate he would nor ſign it, until it ſhould 
return from England, with the addition of the ſuſpending article; and 
probably not even then, if a late Britiſh order for the capture of proviſi- 
ons, going to France ſhould have been iſſued as we ſuppoic, and increaſe 
the objections which have been laviſhed upon it.“ 


The purpoſe of this ſtatement is'to ſhew, that the Pre- 


dent, (notwithſtanding he was at liberty to ratify, if he 
pleaſed, even after the declaration to Mr. Hammond, who 


would readily admit a recantation to that effect, and altho' 
I ſtudiouſly kept him at liberty by my acts and writings, ) 
went to Mount Vernon on the 15th of July, 1795, deter- 
mined to adhere to the ground, which he had taken on the 
13th, in my oral reprefentation to Mr. Hammond, and 
came back on the 11th of Auguſt, with the lame determi- 
nation, as far as I could diſcover. For, in addition to the 


preceding circumſtances, on the evening of the 11th of 


Auguſt, I obſerved to him, in the preſence of Meſſrs. 
Pickering and Bradford, that the ſooner the memorial was 


reviied by the gentlemen jointly, who were prepared 


with their opinions, the better; and he repiied, that 
he fuppoſed every thing of this ſort had been ſettled. 
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But I told him, that they were not, as Col. Pickering w was 
for an immediate ratification; to which be laid, I told 
Mr. Randolph chat I thought the poſtponement of ratifi- 
cation was a ruinous ſtep ;” or words tantamount. 
TI might confirm this, if neceſlary, by a very influential 
letter in the Preſident's hands, dated the 1oth or 14th of 
July, approved by him, and differing from my opinion, 
on the definitive ſtep only in this reſpect ; that the wri- 
ter would have ſuſpended the treaty, not by refuſing to ra- 
tify, but by refuſing to exchange ratiſications, until an at- 
tempt was made to aboliſh the proviſion order; and, if it 
miſcarried afterwards, until our miniſter ſhould receive 
further inſtructions. 

That a change in the purpoſe of the Preſident had taken 


place, will alſo appear by the change of expreſſion between 


the memorial, which the Preſident approved at Mount 
Vernon, and that delivered finally to Mr. Hammond. In 
the former, the Secretary of State propoſes to communi- 
cate to the Britiſh miniſter more formally, more preciſely, 
and more at large, the ſuggeſtions made in the converſa- 
tion of the 13th of July, 1795. In the latter, be fays, 
that in conformity with his aſſurance on the 1th of 7, 
1 79 5, he now communicates, by memorial, the determina- 


tion, which the Preſident of the United States has thought 


proper to adopt.” The draught which I made in conſe- 
quence of the change in the Preſident's opinion, proves the 
conſtancy of my idea. It mentions the determination, 

which the Preſident has, upon farther e thought 
proper to adopt. 


oſep 


"1 1 . 
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LEGATION OF PHILADELPHIA. 55 
„ FOREIGN RELATIONS. 
ovale correſpondence of the Miniſter on 


. | Politics, | | 
Philadelphia, the roth Brumaire, 3d year of 
I tne French Republic, one and indivifidle. 
. | Nloober zin, 9.) 

ſoſeph Fauchet, Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, near 

. „„ en ee date, | Tn mag 

"y To the Commiſſioner of Foreign Relations. 
if CITIZEN, 


nu 1. The meaſures which prudence preſcribes to me to take, with reſpect 
-o my colleagues, have {till preſided in the digeſting of the diſpatches 
„ gned by them, which creat of the inſurrection of the weſtern countries, 
nd of the repreffive means adopted by the government. I have allowed 
em to be confined to the giving of a faithful, but naked recital of events; 
Se reflections therein contained ſcarcely exceed the concluſions ealily de- 
7, Jucible from the character aſſumed by the public prints. I have reterved 
yſelf to give you as far as I am able a key to the facts detailed in our 
eports, When it comes in queſtion to explain, either by conjectarcs or 
certain data, the ſecret views of a foreign government, it would be 
nprudent to run the riſk of indiſcretions, and to give oneſelf up to men, 
hoſe known partiality for that government, and ſimilitude ot paſſions 
d intereſts with its chiefs, might lead to confidences, the iſſue ot which 
re incalculable. Beſides the precious conſeſſions of Mr. Randolph alone 
row a ſatisfactory light upon every thing that comes to pals. Theſe 
ave not yet communicated to my colleagues. The motives alræady 
entioned lead to this reſerve, and {till leſs permit me to open my ſelf to 
dem at the preſent moment. I ſhall then endeavour, Citizen, to give 
ou a Clue to all the meaſures, of which the common diſpatches give you 

account, and to diſcover the true cauſes of the exploſion, which it is 
bitinately-reſolved to repreſs with great means, although the ſtate of 
ings has no longer any thing alarming. „ 7 

2. To confine the preſent criſis to the ſimple queſtion of the excile is 
reduce it far below-irs true ſcale ; it is indubitably conne Sed with a 
neral exploſion for ſome time prepared in the public mind, but Which 
us Jocal and precipitate eruption will cauſe to miſcariy, or at leaſt check 
ra long time ;—in order to fee the real cauſe, in order to calculate the 
feR, and the conſequences, we muſt aſcend to the origin of the parties 
ſting in the ſtate, and retrace their. progreſs, | „ 
3. The preſent ſyſtem of government has created malcontents. This 


> 
* 
18 
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detail upon the parts of the ſyſtem which have particularly awakened 


ed to preſerve it. This contraſt was created by the. Con/olidater; 


_ tizens, and among others thoſe who had aided in eſtabliſning indepen 
dence with their purſes or their arms, conceived themſelves aggrieved b 


- tween the farming or agricultural intereſt, and that of the fiſcal ; federal 


in proportion as the treaſury uſurps a preponderance in the governmen 


_ conſequence of its ability, obſtinately perſiſted in leaving to its adver(: 


that which was the moſt popular, although in reality it contradicted their 
by time, in proportion as the nation ſhould have advanced in the experi. 
ment of a form of government which rendered it flouriſhing, might noy 
rious forms. The mode of organizing the national credit, the conſcli 


economy of the uſage of ſtates, which prolong their exiſtence or ward o An 
their fall only by expedients, imperceptibly created a financiering cla 


financeiring theories threatened to attach to it. 


"I | e \ | 
| 7 2 
- 


is the lot of all new things. My predeceſſors have given information inſti! 


clamours and produced enemies to the whole of it. The primitive divi. 
ſions of opinion as to the political form of the flare, and the limits of 
the ſovereignty of the whole over each ſtate individually ſovereign, had 
created the federalifts and the antifederaliſts. From a whimſical contraſt 


between the name and the real opinion of the parties, a contraſt hitherto ada 


little underſtood in Europe, the former aimed, and Rill aim, with all their Pthe 
power, to annihilate federaliſm, whilſt the latter have always wiſh. 


or the Conſtitutionaliſts“, who, being ſirſt in giving the deno- 
nominations (a matter ſo important in a revolution) took for themſelves 


ideas, and gave to their rivals one which would draw on them the atten. 
tion of the people, notwithſtanding they really wiſhed to preſerve a ſyſ. 
tem whoſe prejudices ſhould cheriſh at leaſt the memory and the name, 

4. Moreover theſe firſt diviſions, of the nature ot thoſe to be deſtroyed 


have completely diſappeared, if the ſyſtem of finances which had its birt! 
in the cradle of the conftitution, had not renewed their vigour under va 


dating and funding of the public debt, the introduction in the politic 
who threaten to become the ariſtocratical order of the ſtate, Several ci 


thoſe fiſcal engagements. Hence an oppoſition which declares itſelf been 
iſm and antifederaliſm, which are founded on thoſe new denomination 


and legiſlation : Hence in fine, the ſtate, divided into partiſans and ene 
mies of the treaſurer and of his theories. In this new claſification a 
parties, the nature of things gave populanty to the latter, an' innate un 
ſtinct, if I may uſe the expreſſion, cauſed the ears of the people to revo 
at the names alone of treaſurer and ftockjobber : but the oppoſite party, i 


ries the ſuſpicious name of anti federalift, whilſt in reality they wen 
friends of the conftitution, and enemies only of the excreſcences whid 


5. It is uſeleſs to ſtop longer to prove that the monarchical ſyſtem waſſ<ans 
interwoven with thoſe novelties of finances, and that the friends of tl 
latter favoured the attempts which were made in order to bring the coi 
ſtitution to the former by inſenſible gradations. The writings of inf 


ential men of this party prove it; their real opinions too avow it, au Par r 


the journals of the ſenate are the depoſitory of the firſt attempts. thot 
6. Let us, therefore, free ourſelves from the intermediate ſpaces en. 
which the progreſs of the ſyſtem is marked, fince they can add nothing iF"*Y | 
the proof of its exiſtence—Let us paſs by its ſympathy with our regent 


* C onftituans, 


L OS 
E 
ting movements, while running in monarchical, paths Let us arrive at 
he fituation in which our Republican revolution has placed things and 
| Fo 3 „ 
1. The antifederaliſts diſembarraſs themſelves of an inſignificant de- 


— 


;Fpomination, and take that of patriots and of republicans. Their adver- 


aries become ariſtocrats, notwithſtanding their efforts to preſerve the 
dvantageous illuſion of ancient names; opinions claſh, and preſs each 
ther ;: the ariſtocratic attempts which formerly had appeared ſo inſig- 
cant, are recollected: The treaſurer, Who is looked upon as their 
irſt ſource, is attacked; his operations and plans are denounced to the 
Public opinion; nay, in the ſeſſions of 1792 and 1793, a folemn inquiry 
nto his adminiſtration was obtained, 'This firſt victory was to produce 
nother, and it was hoped that, faulty or innocent, the Treaſurer would 
etite, no leſs by neceſſity in the one caſe, than from ſelf love in the o- 
her. He, emboldened by the triumph which he obtained in the uſeleſs 
nquiry of his enemies, of which both objects proved equally abortive, 
educed beſides by the momentary reverſe of republicauiſm in Europe, 
emoves the maſk and announces the approaching triumph of his princi- 
les. 885 | pA | 

8. In the mean time, the popular ſocieties are formed; political ideas 
7, Foacenter themſelves, the patriotic party unite and more cloſely connect 
hemſelves ; they gain a formidable majority in the legiſlature ; the abaſe- 
ent of commerce, the ſlavery of navigation, and the audacity of En- 
land, ffrengthen it. A concert ot declarations and cenſures againſt the 
government ariſes; at which the latter is even itſelf aſtoniſned. 

9. Such was the fituation of things towards the cloſe of the laſt and at 
e beginning of the preſent year. Let us paſs over the diſcontents which 


een {ent to you at different periods, and in detail. In every quarter 
re arraigned the imbecility of the government towards Great Britain, 
he defenceleſs fate ot the country againſt poſſible invaſions, the coldneſo 
Wards the French Republic: the ſyſtem of finance is attacked, Which 
reatens eternifing the debt under pretext of making it the guaranty ct 


eneral inſpection all its operations, — the alarming power cf the influence 
procures to a man whoſe principles are regarded as dangerous, — the 


res, and in a word the immoral and impolitic modes of taxation, Which 
at firſt preſents as expedients, and afterwards raiſes to permanency. 

10. In touching this laſt point we attain the principal complaint of the 
etern people, and the oſtenſible motive of their movements, Repub- 


i, But the excie above all affects them. Their lands are fertile, watered 
th the fineſt rivers in the world: but the abundant fruits of their la- 
bar run the riſk of periſhing for the want of means of exchanging them, 
thoſe more happy cultivators do for objects which defire indicates to all 
en who have known only the enjoyments which Europe procures them, 
hey therefore convert the exceſs of their produce into liquors imper- 
ly fabricated, which badly ſupply the place of thoſe they might pro- 
re by exchange. The exciſe is created and ſtrikes at this confoling 


% 


ere moſt generally expreſſed in theſe critical moments. They have 


ublic happineſs; the complication of that ſyſtem which withholds from 


reponderance which that man acquires from day to day in public mea- 


cans by principle, independent by character and ſituation, they coul! 
t but accede with enthuſiaſm to the criminations which we have ſketch | 
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transformation; their complaints are anſwered by the only pretkxt that 
they are otherwiſe inacceſſible to every ſpecies of impoſt. But why, in 
contempt of treaties, are they left to bear the yoke of the feeble Spa. 
niard, as to the Miſſiſſippi, for upwards of twelve years? Since when has 
an agricultura} people fubmitted to the nau capriciogs law of a people 
explorers of the precious metals? Might we not ſuppoſe that Madrid and 
Philadelphia mutually aſſiſted in prolonging the ſlavery of the river; that 
the proprietors. of a barren, coaſt are afraid leſt the Miſſiſſippi, once-open- 
ed, and its numerous branches brought into activity, their fields might 
become deſerts, and in a word that commerce dreads having rivals in 


. thoſe interior parts as ſoon as their inhabitants ſhall ceaſe to be ſubjects! 
"This lait ſuppoſition is but too well founded; an influential member of the 


Senate, Mr,Izard, one day in converſation undiſguiſedly announed it to me. 
11. 1 ſhall be more brief in my obſervations on the murmurs excited by 


the ſyſtem for the {ale of lands. It is conceived to be unjuſt that theſe valt 


and fertile regions ſhould be fold by provinces to capitaliſts, who thus en- 
rich themſelves, and retail, with immenſe profits, to the kuſbandmen, poſ- 
ſeſions which they have never ſeen. If there were not a latent defign 
to arreſt the rapid ſettlement of thoſe lands and to prolong their infant 
ſtate, why not open in the weſt land offices, where every body without 
diſtinction, ſhould be admitted to purchaſe hy a ſmall or large quantity! 


Why reſerve to ſell or diſtribute, to favourites, to a clan of flatterers, 


of courtiers, that which belongs to the ſtate, and which ſhould be ſold to 
the greateſt poſſible profit of all its members ? 7 


— 


12. Such therefore were the parts of the public grievance, upon which 


the weſtern people moſt inſiſted. Now, as the common diſpatches in- 


form you, theſe complaints were ſyſtematizing by the converſations of 


influential men who retired into thoſe wild countries, and who from 


principle, or by a ſeries of particular heart-burnings, animated diſcon- 


. tenits already too near to efferveſcence. At laſt the local exploſion is 
effected. The weſtern people calculated on being ſupported by ſome diſ- 


tinguiſhed characters in the eaſt, and even imagined they had in the boſom 
of the government ſome abettors, who might thare in their grievances or 
their principles. | 


} 


13. From what I hare detailed Hove. thoſe men might 1 be 


pamphlets, in Which this laſt is n to its origin, and developed in 


its progreſs and conſequences with foree and method. 4n the laſt he aflorts 


reproduced, under various forms, the demand of a diſpoſable“ force wh:n 
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is raiſed; this military 7 of the e is doubtleſs Mr. Hamil- 
the ſending of commiſſioners are due to the in- 
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yed the name of Republican: his opint 
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1 4 gute me; all having without doubt Randolph at their, heads were | 
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ancing to decide on their party. Two or three days before the pro- 
clamation was publiſhed, and of courſe before the cabinet had reſolved 
gu jits meaſures, Mr., Randolph came to {ce me with an air of great 
£agerneſs,; and made to me the overtures of which J have given you an 


— 


5 Fool my No. 6. Thus with ſome thouſands of dollars the Repub. 


© could have decided on civil war or on peace! Thus the conſciences 


of the pretended patriots of America have already their prices“? It is 


very. true that the certainty of theſe concluſions, painful to be drawn, 
Will forever exiſt in our archives! What will be the old age of this go. 
vernment, if it is thus early decrepid! Such, citizen, is the evident con- 
ſeguence of the ſyſtem of finances conceived by Mr, Hamilton. He has 


2 


| e of a whole nation a ſtockjobbing, ſpeculating, ſelfiſh people. Riches 


Alone here fix conſideration ; and.as no one likes to be deſpiſed, they are 


fb 


<< 


+ 


ced the maſs of the people; the effects of this pernicious ſyſtem have as 
F ſlightly touched them. Still there are patriots, of whom I de- 
ight to entertain an idea worthy of that impoſing title. Conſult Mon- 


niverſally ſought after. Nevertheleſs this depravity has not yet embra- 


x 


roe, he is of this number; he had appriſed me of the men whom the 


current of events had dragged along as bodies devoid of weight, His 
friend Madiſon is alſo an honeſt: man, Jefferſon, on whom the patriots 
calt their eyes to ſucceed the Preſident, had foreſeen theſe criſes. He 


1 prudently retired in order to avoid making a gare againſt his inchnation 


in ſcenes, the ſecret of which will ſoon or late be brought tolight, 

17. As ſoon as it was decided that the French Republic purchaſed no men 
to do their duty, there were to be ſeen individuals, about whoſe conduct 
the government could at leaſt form uneaſy conjectures, giving themſelves 
up with a ſcandalous oftentation to its views, and even ſeconding its 
declarations. The Popular Societies ſoon emitted reſolutions ſtamped 


wich the ſame ſpirit, and who although they may have been adviſed. by 


love of order, might ne vertheleſs have omitted or uttered them with 
lefs ſole mnity. pen were. ſeen coming from the very men whom we 
bad been accuſtomed to-regard as having little friendſhip for the, ſyſtem 
of the treaſurer, harrangues without end, in order to give a new direc- 
tion to the public mind, The militia, however, manifeſt ſome repug- 
nance, particularly in Pennſylvania, for the ſervice to which they were 
called. Several officers reſign; at laſt by excurſions or harrangues, in- 
complete requiſitions, are obtained, and ſcattered volunteer corps from 
different parts make up the deficiency, How much more intereſting, 
than the changeable men whom 1 have painted above, were thoſe plain 
citizens whoanſwered the ſolicitations which were made to them to join the 


f 2 CE 4&0 71434 An eie KS x a . 
Folünteers “ If we are required we will march; becauſe we do not wiſh 


got to hae a government, put to arm ourſelyes as volunteers would be 
e e which, we. . 
T — , As JO. © 
1 18. Whet I have {id above, authoriſes then our reſting on the opini- 
on become inconteſtible, that in the criſis which has burſt, and in the 
means employed for feſtoring order, the true queſtion was the deftruce 
tion or the triumph of the treaſurer's plans. This being once eftabliſh- 
ed; let us paſs over the facts related in the common diſpatches, and ſee 
how the government or the Treaſurer will take from the very ſtroke which 
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threatened his ſyſtem the ſafe opportunity of humbling the adverſe one 


9 
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ever to 3 
on both ſides, al 


ge with Mr. Lee, to whom he left the command in 


chief, The letter by which he delegates the command to him, is that of 


S 


21. This laſt circumſtance unveils all the plan of the Secretary; he 
prefides over the military operations in order to acquire in the fight of his 
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e ba not ec of making ang. 0 
pi POPE 15 ſoldiers themſelves are aflonilked' at te ſcandalous gaiety, be 


- Ki which thoſe who. [poſſeſs the ſecret, proclaim: their approaching tri. 


It. is aſked,.c of \ what uſe are $000 men in this country, in which an 
e are ſcarce, and J. where, ate to ſeized only ſome turbulent men th: 
1 T r. plongh. Thoſe who, conducted the expedition know. this ; the 

mate 1 to. create a 1 7 707 | when, : the ſoms ſhall come to be al- 
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promiſed. The hol ities of Great Britain on the continent ſo Jong up 
0 iſguiſed, and 1 now become evident, a commerce always harraſſed, ridicu- i © 
Hus negotiations lingering at Lenden, wattin until new conjun@vres 8 
ould authorize new 19 8 : luch was the picture they. were likely to | 101 
ye. to offer the repreſentatives. of the people. Put this crifis, and the Ill ſer 
eat movements made to prevent its confequerices; change the Rate of on 
r With what advantage do they denounce ag attrocious attack 
pot the conſtitution and app. reciate the activity uſed to repre is ĩ it ©; the 155 
dee party will ſoon h "ave underſtood the ſecret; all the _misfor- Ho 
tunes will be 2 5 — to patriots; the party of * rhe latter is about being Wh 
a n Mi the weak. in! and hy: PP Fon. will have been oth 
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NEVER uni! the 9 70 of Auguſt, 179 35 could I have 
tiered, that in addreffing you, withaut the reftraint of 
an. official relation, LI ſhould ue any other language, than 
that of a friend. From an early period of my "life, 1 was 
taught to eſteem you: —as I advanced in years, I was ha- 
bituated to revere you :—you ſtrengthened my prepoſſeſ- 
hons by marks of attention; and if by ſome others, you 
have been inſidiouſly pampered with more laviſh afſur an- 
ces of an affectionate attachment; from me you have ex- 
perienced a ſincere anxiety, to continue vour erbsen 
upon its ancient baſis, the hearts of the people. EL nn 

But the ſeaſon is came, Sir, when, it my obligations to 
you have not been balanced by laborious and confidential 
ſervices; ; the whole account is ſettied without I 
on my part. | 

Still however thoſe very obligations; the very reputa- 
tion, which you have acquired, will cauſe it to be aſked, 
hy you ſhould be ſuſpected of acting towards me, in any 
other manner, than deliberately, juſtly, and even kindly? 
Painful as the hiſtory of facts is, it mult be told. Before 
you ſaw Mr. Fauchet's letter, the Britiſh partiſans had 
been induſtrious in diſſeminating the molt poiſonous falſe- 
hoods ; and while I was abſent at Rhode Wand they ſeized 
the advantage of uttering uncontradicted ſlanders; . boait- 
ing, and inſiſting that in a controverſy between us, 7 mit 
be facrificed. The hope, therefore, which remains to me, 
is, that truth when developed may face with ſucceſs the in- 
fluence. of your character. For I heſitate not to pro- 
nounce, that you prejudged the queſtion; that you ought 
to have withſtood the impulſe, which hurried you into a 
prejudication.; and, that he, who feels a due abhorrence 
of Party -manoeuvIes, will form a conciution honorable to 
myſelf. 


That you prejudged m my Caſe. is proc! aimed by your ac 
uons.— | 
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Four room, and which undoub: edly, as it now appears 
ſprang from a knowledge of that letter. On the 14th 


On the 15th, you invited me, in the moſt cordial way to 


the foot of your table. On the 18th the ſame air of 
hoſpitality was aſſumed. But the ſyſtem of concealment, 
which had been practiſed under the united auſpices cf 
the Britiſh miniſter, and the American Secretary of the 
_ Treaſury, was not thought unworthy of your adoption : 

Arx. Wolcott had been privy to'the letter at leaſt from 

the 28th of July, and the Preſident of the United States 
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tom of his ſoul, until the 19th'of Auguſt, when the final 


gem obſerved towards him, of whoſe fidelity you had ne- 
ver entertained a doubt? Although your adviſers might 
have pledged themſelves, for the purſuit” of a particular 


the birth place of the ſcheme; old habits of deference 
to the opinion of any man ought'to have been diſcarded, 


from another, which will be hereafter noticed. or from 1 
temper, which under the exterior of cool and flow delibe- N 
ration, rapidly catches a prejudice, and with difficulg 
0 could not be effaced : You held frequent conſultations 
with Meſſrs. Pickering and Wolcott; you and they be. N 
came centinels on all my words, all my geſtures: And i 
being known, that T ſhould renew in the debate upon theſſ 


France, it was too admirable an opportunity for culling 


GE af 3% J 
On the evening of the 11th of Au 7 1795, Mr. +. 
. s letter was preſented to you by Mr. Wolcott. Ac all | *: 


Hours of the day I was ready to obey your ſummons. On thi 
every day, except Sunday; and perhaps twice a day T had w 


a private interview with you. Twice I ſpoke to you of 


| the warmth, which Meſſrs. Wolcott and Pickering had oy 


diſcovered on the 12th, in the diſcuſſion of the treaty in 


you vailed the meditated ſtroke by a viſit at my houſe. 


dine with a party of choſen friends, and placed me at 


from the 11thof Auguſt; and yet he had buried it at the bot- 


cataſtrophe ſeemed to be ſecure. Why was all this ſtrata- 


plan, to others; although even New Tork. may have been 


whert: put in competition with juſlice. From this cauſe, ſj” 


abandons it ; you determined, that your firſt impreffions 


treaty my undiſſembled proteſtation againſt a rupture will 


a few atoms of teſtimony of French influence over me 
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to be loſt by an e diffovery of the lader | Was 
this open? Was this generous ?. Was it characteriſtic of 


an inquiry after truth; or was it not rather characteriſtic 
of a labour to defend before the world a Judgment alrea- 
dy fixed ? It was in perfect union with the events of the 


1 oth of Auguſt; when your tribunal of inquiry had been 


ſitting more than an hour before I was admitted; when 
I was received in the forms of a ſtate- criminal; when 
thoſe, who had been plotting againſt me, were invited to 


interrogate; ; when in military ſtyle I was directed to re- 


tire, until vou ſhould converſe with them. 
It was alſo in perſect uniſon with your own and Mr. 


The principal parts of Mr. Fauchet's letter, ſo far as they 
affect me, depend for their explanation and illuſtration 
upon his diſpatches No. 3 and 6. Without thele the fags, 


by you; and your ſuſpicions had for their foundation on- 
ly: his - aſſertion of Precious confeſſions” from me; his 

* conjeure,” contained in the ſtatement No. 3, and. his 
obſervations upon an unknown overture in No. 6. You 
ey in your letter of Sept. 27, 1795; that you have 
never ſeen in whole or in part, Mr. Fauchet's diſ- 


* affinity to the ſubject in queſtion.“ In like manner, 


ch r. Wolcott, whoſe. agency with the Britiſh miniſter on 
fe 755 occaſion has been. to conſpicuous, diſclaims, on the 
0 of October 1795, any ** knowledge, whether they or 
60 either of them (No. 3 and 69 have been ſeen by Lord 
na Grenville or Mr. Hammond.” I hus not the ſmalleſt 
05 ertion was made to procure theſe documents; which 
ol ould: be naturally ſought for by thoſe, hee Judginepr” 


be Bo not. pre-occupied. 1 3 
or was this all. K undertook tothe for me, 
7 the at my inquiries from Mr. Hammond for No. 3 and 6 
buſt 1 Weltenlinn, ;begduſe you: withheld from. me 55 


. 


po pe. This is no Apeculatire complaint. 1 1 3 
en aſſured, that--a; duplicate ot No. 6, cee 


Wolcort's indifference in obtaining the neceſſary lights. 


from which he draws his inferences, could not be divined 


patches No. 3 and 6;” and *© that you do not poſſeſs 
any documents or knowledge of Papers, which have 
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Auletter No. 10, 12 bud but beiten i it was H & 

in or out of cypher cannot be aſcertained farther, than fe 

that it was probably out of en as No. 10 was in che ne 
dcdommon character. ot 
Y Did Lord Grenville's h* gh ie rere the line fo 
pf all papers, belonging to the ſubject? Did Mr. Ham- ÞÞ wi 
mond s peculiar-candor render it impoſlſib! e for him to foi 
ſupprefs them? Or was Mr. Faucher's accuracy ſo un- I 6 
quettionable, as to e ſede the Wee of even aſking ve 
for No. g and 67 thi 
Of Lo Greaville I ſhall not foogk): Extepts in )-tifs po- Br 
litical character towards the United States, and his condud pe 

in this tranſaction. The arrogant obſervations which he fre 
made to Mr. Pinckney againſt the friends of France inf up 
our country; the diſpleaſure expreſſed by the Britiſh ca- at 1 
binet on the letters, written to the National Convention, the 
with your approbation; the dexterous perſevefance, with len 
which he has interwoven in the treaty every thing, adverſe chi- 
to France, which, it was ſuppoſed, could be tolerated; MY 
and Mr. Fauchet's letter, being nine months old, when IS] 

it was firſt exhibited to you ;z—theſe incidents onght tofto% 
have reminded you; that the No. 3 and 6 deſerved oneſ fre 
{ſhort inquiry. They ought to have reminded you off #6+ 
the pofſibility. chat inſtead of an anxiety in his lordſhip 222] 

to maintain our government, free from corruption, he wit 
might have been tempted, by the proſpect of more ef. the 
tectually pre poſſeſſing you againſt the friends of France, eau 
to keep back thoſe references. For he tranſmitted the yon 
letter No. 10 to Mr. Hammond, 70 be uſed to the beſ f inſt. 

e advantage. for bis Majeſty's ſervice.” If an y ſcope offline} 
4 thought had been indulged, it muſt have ſtruck ass that, Yexp 
a2 Mr. Jay and Mr. Pinckney did not appear to have beenſſ 
acquainted wi he letter, it was reſerved by the Britilhſſaete 
government critical moment, and that it bught tofſ 

5 be attemptec phpply the mutilations * a demand ol 
| the references. 
Who was Mr. Hammond e in: pl Ait of pin too 

{hall confine myſelf to his political demeanor.” Into big 

breaſt had been tranfuſed che largeſt portions” of his na 

tion's hatred to all perſons in the United States, who wert 
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bew t6 be attached to France. He denied to him 
felf no opportunity of throwing an odium bir them. You 
never will forget; Sir, His long, inſolent and contume kit 
oils neglect of the ordinary civilities, due from him, as a 
foreign miniſter, to youtlelf, as chief magiſtrate. You - 
were no {tratiger to his perſonal irritation againſt me, 
for my friendthip to France; for my remonſtrances againſt 
JEsvefnor Stmbse's invafiohs; ſor my defence of the go- 
Jerument of Rhöode-Ifland in reclaiming the citizens of 
the United States, impreſſed and detained on board of the 
Iritiſh THip? Natitilue; and for the order, which in its o- 
ji peration ought” to have prevented Britiſh {hips of war 
e from ufing Hur: Ports, as ſtations, from whence to prey 
n | pot? the French! © You oſten uttered: your indignation 
- Nat his niany complaints, without“ a thadow of proof; and 
„che leigklis, to Which he might be tranſported by the vio- 
b tence of his pation, were not eaſy to be defined. Was 
ſeſſchis the man. to be implicitly truſted for ee cowards 
B myCelf,c or any friends 20 France? | 
nl Mr. Fau 


| 


ichet's letter bears upon the es 61 it reufong 
of te queſtion his accuracy. You have often queſtioned it, 
neffrom the Examination of his different diſpatches 10 the 
of seernment; as the anſwers to them probe. 
ip To tice evidences of your judgment being made up, 
he 
el 
ce, 


Without” the references No. 3 and 6, I muſtf add, that 
the initedrate ratification of the treaty "with Great Britain 


can be traced to no other fource; than' a furrender of 


he yourſelf'-to the firſt impreſſions from the letter, which 
be inſtantatnteoully governed you with reſpeRt to that inſtru- 


explicit.) 1 have aſſerted; and J again aſſert, that from 
een 
Fill 
＋ 
| 0l 
 Piiters youſpeak of ratification, you mean a futürè rati- 
0 eation' upon condition. How your determination 1120 
hide reduced to mere doubt, I pretend not᷑ to fold e. 

n} The events, ſubſequent to the r1th of Auguit;' demon. 
verfftrate how ſaddenlyyou' yielded to the letter. 

2 BY 


went and myſelf. My tartative on this head has been 


the 13th of July to the mth of August it was your 
determination,” to ratify if the proviſion-order Was ar- 
anged upon principles to your fatisfaction; and” rot 1% 
marry daring its exiſtence: and that whenſoever in your 
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1 had indeed been circulated at the 1 in the 
morning. of that day, either by Mr. Hammond or his aſ- 


ſoviates;, that I was at the bottom of the town- meetings; 


and that there was a conſpiracy, of which I was a mem- 


ber, to 8 the popularity of the Preſident, and to 


thruſt: Mr. Jefferſon into his chair. Among the intem- 


perate arguments of Mr. Pickering to urge you into an 
immediate ratification; one was, that the ſtruggle to de- 
feat the treaty was the act of a deteſtable and nefarious 


© conſpiracqy. I reſorted to my former arguments: that 


ſuch a power, 


| the treaty did not appear to me to warrant the proyifion- 
order: that if it did, it was. inadmiſſible, becauſe you 
had ſanctioned a letter on the Ith of September 1793, 
acknowledging a permiſſion in Great Britain to exerciſe 


to be a cauſe of war to France: that we 


{ſhould be ee ent, in our diſcuſſions with the French 
miniſter; becauſe, wheu he remonſtrated upon the exten- 


lion of contraband by the treaty, it was anſwered, that 
we did not alter the law of. nations ; but now we hould 
deſert. what was contended to be the law of nations, in two 
that you would run the hazard 


: letters; to. Mr. Hammond: 
of a war with France, by combining to ſtarve her; and 
that her diſcontents were the only pothble. chance remain. 
ing to the Britiſh partizans. for throwing us into the arms 
of Great, Britain, by creating a ſeeming, neceſſity of an 


alliance with the latter power. By my advice the. Uni- 
ted States would alſo have been maſters of. all contingen- 
cies, at che end .of;the campaign. 0 o my unutterable aſto- 
villnnent, 1 ſoon diſcovered, that you were receding from 


your. 5+. Ueterminulion.“ 


fons for the; 


, You. had been reflecting upon 

your courle from the 26th of ] une to the i3th of July; on 
the latter day you, decided, on it; a communication was 
made to the Britiſh miniſter in conformity with it; 
ters were addrelſſed io our own. miniſters i in conformity 0 
it ; they were inſpected by you, before you xeſcinded 
your purpoſe; no imperious circumſtances | had. ariſen, 
except the ſtrength of the; popular voice, Which would. 
according 10 ordinary Calculation, . corroboratę, not re- 
ven, your former reſolution; vou aſſigned no new rea- 


let- 


new meaſures; and, vou diſregarded the an- 


EI 


* 


= T 35 ] 


ſwer to Boſton, although it had committed you upon a 
ſpecial fact, namely, a determination not to ratify du- 


ng the exiftehce of the proviſion-order, While I was 
ſearching for the cauſe of this ſingular revolution; and 
could not but remember, that another opinion, which was 

always weighty with you, had adviſed you not to exchange . 


ratifications, until the proviſion- order {ſhould be aboliſhed, 


or the American miniſter {hould receive farther infirue- ; 
tions, if it were not aboliſhed;—after duty had dictated to 


me an acquieſcence in your' varied ſentiments, and I had 
prepared a memoriat to Mr. Hammond, adapted to them; 


Q —after you had ſigned the ratification on the 18th of Au- 


guſt; Mr. Fauchet's letter brought forth a' ſolution of 
the whole affair. There it was, that Mr. Piokering's 
e deteſtable and nefarions contpiracy” was ſuppoſed to 
be found: there it was that the dark deſign of replacing 
you by another Preſident was ſuppoſed to be found; there 


it was, that a corrupt attachment to France was ſuppoſed 
to be found; thence it was, that Meſſrs. Pickering and 


Wolcott wrought upon you with infinuations of perfidy 
in me; thence it was, that you were perſuaded to lay a- 
fide all fear of a check from the friends of France: — 


thence it was, that the French cauſe and myſelf were in- 
ſtantaneouſly abandoned; thence it was, that you pro- 
ceeded in a ſtyle. which according to the reports of your 


confidential officers, was intended to impoie on me the 
alternative of reſignation or removal; and it was from 
the knowledge of this intention, that Mr. Pickering made 
the chief clerk in the department of ſtate the organ of a 
declaration to that effect—What elſe is all this, but pre- 
3 

I now enter upon che proof of my ſecond pofition ; that 
vou ought to have withtiood the impulſe, which hurried 
you into a prejudication ; and this too, not from the rules 
of general juſtice alone, but from the peculiar circumftan- 
ces of the caſe. 

The groundwork of all the calumny i is a letter from a 
foreign miniſter to his government. It could not, fir, 
elzape you, that to refute it, I must, in a great degree, if 
not altogether,” undertake to prove a negative. A mem- 
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week the, adminiſtration bas gone ſo agu ag fora on 
this ground. that I canuetiexculpate myſelf, Well might 
he tliumph in chis envenomed hope : for my chief re- 
ſource Was in an explanation from the writer himſeif. 
But uſbete was the writer, whey the letter was thought 
ripe for» my eximination ? Probably on the high ſeas, or 


in France, or at any rate three hundred miles diſtant. 


Mr. Fauchet had long quited Philadelphia; and the fri- 


gate, Which Was to convey bim ita France, waited for no- 


_ thing, but favourable weather, for paſſing the Britiſh {hip 
Africa. Who Was the Writer? A miniſter, recalled — 
the enemies of his friends and patrons ; | perſonally dit- 
guſted with the ſecretary of ſtate; and conſciqus of the 
danger of inconſiſtency. It was no great favour there- 
fore to expect the ſuſpention of - your opinion, eſpecially 
as; if J had miſcarried in ſeeing Mr. Fauchet, I mult for 
— monks have been. inevitably. deprived of his teſtimony. 
- The, time when the letter crept from the pocket of 
de Britiſh' miniſter, was expoſed to very obvious ani- 


dr dens, Vou had been inforined of his-eagerneis tc | 


crown his miſſion by the conſummation of the treaty, of 
which; he was an affectionate admirer, and Lord Gren- 
ville. had been the anxious parent. Mr. Wolcott, pro- 
fuſe in his reſponſibility for others, would ſeem, in his 
letter of October the 8th, to excuſe Mr. Hammond froin 
requeſting or intimating, that the contents of the leiter 
might be communicated to the Preſident, and fathers it 
as his own, ſuggeſtion, that it ought to be delivered to hin 
for that purpoſe. The world cannot be deceived by er 
Mr. Hammond underſtood the goodneſs of the ſoil, 

which he was ſowing the ſeed ; and duly appreciated he 
fruit, which was to ſpring from it. He was convinced. 
and you muſt have been convinced, that he counted up- 
on your being made a partner of the ſecret; and 3 
have ſoon explained himſelf in that way, if Mr. Wol- 
cott's patriotic ardor, to hurl a feeble dart at the republi- 


Cans of the United States, had not antici ated him by a 


Dee application. With this impreſſion, it ought to 
ave oecurred, that Mr. Hammond might have choſen 


for the communication, the period when you refuſed the 
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ratification from a circumſtance, - principally relative 10 
the French. I aſſert that he preferred. this period; be- 


cauſe he was inſtructed to ute the letter for the benefit 
of his Majeſty's ſervice. He had long ago heard, that 


„ 


von generally ſuffered yaurſelf to be governed by a ma- 


jority of your council and that a concert between Meſſrs. 
Wolcott and Pickering, who caught with joy the ſeeming 


abority to dencunce the foes of the treaty, as a“ de- 
teſtable and nefarious confpiracy,” 3nd were perhaps 


farnalhed with ſome peculiar topics for vour ear, would 
turn your mind to the revocation. of your original inten- 
tion. Conſiderations ke theſe ſhould have recommend- 
ed real moderation, in deciding upon a mutilated in- 
lrument; and the inducement to moderation was height- 
ened by a natural ſuſpicion, that the ſuppreſſion of the 


letter from me, until Mr. Hammond was on ſhipboard. 
aroſe from his reluctance to be interrpgated concerning its 


references. 


Wolcott? On the 28th of July. — When was the letter 
ommunicated to you? On 5 11th of Auguſt. WI hen 
id Mr. Hammond leave Philadelphia ſor New-York ? 


lhence ? On the 17th in the morning —W hen was che 
letter exhibited to me? On the 16th, at noon. 


letter, inſtead of being iiripped Gi its reference had 
ouched for the payment of money to me, as the 2 0 


have pauſed, before vou itcoped to the gohceaiment of 
t for eight days, and to the injurious treatment which I 
eceived from you on the 10th of Augutt, vou invited 
de, in a ſtrain of the warmęfl friend{k: p. io the ollice of: 
torney-General. Unfolicited, you offered me the de- 
artment of ſlate. My friends were aware, that machina- 

ions would be carried on araivitt me; hit I relied upon 
ny ſuperiority to the ſhaſts of party-mai:ce, and on your 
upport. My conduct towards you; vour knowledge of 


e; was a guarantee, that a corrupt colinon with a for» 


The facts ſpeak too ſtrongly to be reliſted, and 1 muſt 
repeat them here. Where was the letter delivered to Mr. 


On the 1 5th of Auguſt.— When did he actually fail from 
But let me allow, Sir, for a moment. that Mr, Faves | 


f ſecret ſervices to France. You ought even then to, 
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eign miniſter was zinpoſnble. Have I not abe aßbe with 
firmneſs and without diſſimulation contradicted any even 
ef your opinions, in which I did not coincide ? Did I not 
actually incur'your diſpleaſure by objeQing to the appoint- 
ment of Col. Hamilton, as envoy to London, for reaſons, 
which J afterwards communicated to himſelf ; to the ap- 
pointment of Mr. Jay, becauſe it was a bad precedent, 

that a chief-juſtice ſhould be taught to look up for 'execa- 
live honours, flowing from the head of it, while he retain- 
ed his judicisl ſeat; ; and to thg granting of commercial 
powers to Mr. Jay? Did I advocate the appointment of 
any of my own FH ? Have I net adhered to the princi- 
ples which I marked out to myſeif in my letter of the 19th 
| of amt Hor 7 Was rm NO occaſion, on e ren. 
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1 CALLED upon Mr. Monroe, and ine Bis promiſe to call the manner of his 
| procuring the extract, as it was in truth, without my privity, and againit the rule of the 
office. Bui 1 find, that Mr. King was employed in the examination of the ſame books, 
at the ſame time; ſo that in this inſtance, the want of equal uealuve cannot upon auy 
ground te ſuſpected. 
Four friendly remarks add to the many obligations. which 1 owe to you; and alſo pre- 
ent an opportunity. which I cannot forepo. of unboſom ing myſelf to yan without reſerte. 
I have often faid;—I All ſay—thar nothing ſhall ſway me, as nothing has yet {wayed 
me, to depart from a long-ſettled determination, never to atiach my ſelf te party. I be. 
lieve, that L might appeal to you, Sir nay. I ſhould not diſtruſt an appeal to any man with 
whom | have acted, that this determination has been conſcienc cioully purſued. . What hs 
been the conſequence ?' I know it—that my opinions, nor containing any 15 fethatic adhe- 
rence to party, bu! arifing ſolely from my views of right, fall ſometimes on one fide, and 
ſometimes on the other; and the momentary fatisfaQion, produced by an occaſional coir. 
cidence of ſemiment, does not prevent each claſs from occaſionally charging me with in. 
ſtability, But I had much father ſubmit ta this tax, than to the more painful ſenſations, 
which a contrary conduct would excite. = 
I ara no leſs appriyed, that my connections by friendſhip, by marriage, by country, and 
by ſimilitude of opinions. where republicanifm and good order meet, With the leadeis of 
the ſouthern politics, give birth to ſuſpicions. But if 1 were here to enumerate the 
great ſubjecds. which, ſince the organization of the government, have agitated the public 
mind, it would appear, that even thoſe connections have not operated upon me, beyoud 
the weight of their reaſon. hey are ineftimable to me; and while I retain a conſcr 
_ quſneſs of my ability to reſiſt an undue influence, I cannot deny the ſatistaction, 
_ which I feel in maintaining them. And yet, Sir, there is one fact, of which I beg you to 
be perſuaded : that with them 1 have no communication on matters of government 
which I would net have with others :—l converſe ircelz, but without imparting otficia 
Intelligence, which is not of an abſolutely public nature : — commit myſelf by no opt 
niens— and above all I ſhall never attempt to uſe thoſe perſons, as engines of any meaiure, 
Which is a favorite with me. While I was writing this laſt ſentenee,-a queſtion {rings ug 
ri what view. can 1 have?“ Ae anſwer i is, peace, Ubenty, and good government. 
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Fre) myſelf deeply obnoxious to thoſe, whom you did 


not with to provoke, merely by. urging. you to. manifeſt 
our. independence of all party, by ſubmitting to the in- 
res of none? 'I here was ſuch an occafion. Did I 
ever attempt t to ingratiate myſelf with others by ſoliciting 
offices for them? Diſdaining to conſult your prejudices, 
L have yet cheriſhed.your character, by adviſing you to 
meaſures, which conlulted ſlable government, the temper 
of the people, and the neutrality which you had preſcrib- 
ed. I forbore to remove the ſuſpicions whien were ut- 
tered: of my having relinquiſhed republican ground;when 
I became Secretary of State; altnougb I need only to have 
mentioned the conilant tenor of my advice to you. I for- 
bore this too, under circumſtances not a little trying; for 
I ſoon perceived, that your popularity had been the fund, 
upon the credit of which all your acts, when unpalatable 
in themſelves, had been wade current, and that this fund 
was not eternal. In ſhort, Sir, you KNEW enough of a to 
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When 1 contemplate the other FI 1 is among them men, whom I 10002 and who, 
if their duplicity be not extreme, reſpect me. I fee others, who reſpect no man, but in 
proportion to his ſubſerriency to their wiſhes. Some of theſe are well informed, that I 
have. oppoſed, in ſeveral inſtances, things which they had at heart. I have no reaſon to 


fuſpect Col. Hamilton of any unkind diſpontion towards me he has none on my part 


with relation: to himſelf Even to your confidential ear have I never diſcloſed an idea 
concerning him, which he might not hear; and which, in many inſtances, and paiticular- 


ly a late one, he has not heard from my own mouth. But hare reaſon to ſuſpect others—if | 


you pauſe upon a meaſure, which they are anxious for, I am ſuppoſed to embarraſs you 
with conſiderations of a populat kind, 

hut I have ſaid enough—perhaps too much. ußfer me, however, to add one word 
more, of the ſincerity of which I aſk no other judge than yourſelf. Your character is an 
object of real affection to me: there is no judgment, no diſintereſtedneſs, no prudence, 
in which Lever had equal conlidenee, I have often indeed exprefied {ſentiments contrary 
to yours, is was my duty ; ; becauſe they were my ſentiments. But, Sir, they were ne- 
ver tinChired by any other motive, than'to preſent to your reflection the miſconſtructions, 
which wicked men might make of your views, and to hold out to you a truth of infinite im- 
portance io the United States, that no danger can attend us, as long as the perſuaſion conti- 
nies, that you are not, and cannot become the head of a party. 1 he people venerate you, 
becaute they are convinced, that you chooſe to repoſe yourſelf on them. Let me intreat 
you, only to look round the continent, and decide, if there be any other man but yourſelf, 
who is bottomed upon the people, independent of party? There is ſurely none; and the 
inference, which I ſubmit to your candor, is, that the meaſures e by you, ſhould be 
tried folely by your own Pure and unbiaſſed inind 


1a Nin ) "Ig I have the honor to be, 

1 5 Dear Sir, 

„„ SINN EL Wich the moſt ifeQionate attachment and por, © 
2] Ro tenet} ef 1474-3 Four muſt obedient ſervant, 


EDM: RANDOLPH. 
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demand chat vou ſhould heſitate; vfits e vou tit your 
mind ugainſt inurn ß: dai ae e 
Had Mr. Fauchet's letter been Wenn to me in private, 
: tarher than in the preſence of to men, perſonally irrita- 
ted againſt me, Well prepared for eicher function of coun- 
ſellors or witneſles ; and thus apparently elevated, while 
in your cabinet; by an ideal fr the laurels öf which, 
be they tranſitory or perpetual; belong to you alone: 
had you oblerved towards me, che friend of the French 
Eine, and ne of thoſe named in the letter of the French 
miniger, the fame delicate condi; which you would have 
obſerved towards ſome of the enemies of the French cauſe 
if they hacl been named in an intercepted letter of the 
| Britiſh miniſter: had you been yourlelf—ſuch'as you 
were=—when party dare not approach y ou: ſhould 
have thanked vou, and immediately 1. ir queſt of the 
proofs which I now pofſeſs. Every neil ac act was liable 
to yo correction or probibition; and if ſatisfied, you 
wer id bave avoided your. invincible repugnance to re- 
tract. But that letter has been greedily clutched for three 
objeQs ; to inſure the, ratification of the, treaty; to drive 
me from oficve'; and to endeavour to deſtroy ibe republi- 
Lans in the United States. The firſt is accompliſhed : the 
ſecoud is allo accompliſhed, and was unnecetfatily preci- 
pitated, hinee vou were: acquainted with my determination 
to relign at the beginning of the enſuing year: the third 
can never be ace >ypliſhed, until the People thall- forget 
their friegds, and forget truth. 3 1 
Relignation then was the park of Forwur. "What T hold 
15 Gee, to be adminiſfered under the hourly.controul of 


Hm; wl}o" was thoroughly diſpoſeg to reſent Humiliation 


. ba. LITE 


to, me in all its thapes; and would have proſtrated the 
guidance of the department. of ſtate to a 4 Secretary "of the 
Trealury,.and a Secretary of War, who, but a few weeks 
before wete thought by him, as but ſucceſfors iti,” form to 
the deliberative talents of their predeceſſors. Truly can! 
attirm, tha: net. a fingie hour was ever brightened by the 
\ pleatures of the Polt; and 1 thould have ſhaken off its 
irkſome Weiglit, at the clolfe of the laft year, had.Labeyed 
my intereſt or inglina tion, inſtead of my attachment te 
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52 1 
ou. If indeed the affair had been leſs in the reach of 9 
: mquity from my reſignation, I would not have reſigned. 
„But this is not the caſe. I defy an inquiry, howtoever 
backed by party, by management, or by influence. My 4 
countrymen will therefore be perſuaded, that my reſigua- 14 
e don was dictated not by a dread of examination, but by * 
1 the juſt pride of liberating myſelf from indignities. 
It was incumbent on me to touch the two preiimi- 
1 nary points; in order that I might enter into the analy- 
h ſis of Mr. Fauchet's letter, without the prejudice, which 
evour character might impoſe on my cauſe, from a ſuppo- 
e Fiitiori that you had formed your judgment upon a calm 
e fand diſpaſſionate inveſtigation.— I renounce every other 
ulriew. For I ſcorn to reſt my defence upon the imbeci- 
d lity of others, rather than its own ſtrength: I ſcorn to 
lake refuge in the ſenſibility of the public mind, rather 
than the purity of my own conduct. Let the defects 
therefore of others operate no further in my behalf, than 
to remove the impreſſions which malicious induſtry has 
irculated through the United States under the mantle of 
your name. I aſk only that the letter may now be conſi- ] 
dered, as if it was, for the firſt time, introduced to 
* public notice; and that the eſſential references, No. 3 and 
6, to which you have been hitherto a ſtranger, may be 
= e with that letter. 
hen I am called upon to prove a negative, it ought 
0 be enough for me to deny the charges, until they are 
upported by better evidence, than the mere aſſertion of 
ny foreign miniſter. Be it, however, otherwiſe —I will 
Piove it, as {ar as it is within the reach of proof. 


nel The firſt paragraph of Mr. Fauchet's letter“. 

he « 3. The meaſures which prudence preſcribes to me to take, with reſpect 
ks e my colleagues, have ſti} preſided in the digeſting of the diſpatches 
to gned by them, which treat of the inſurreQtion of the weſtern countries, 
14 nd of the re preſſive means adopted by the government. LI have allowed 
IIe to be confined tothe giving ofa faithful. but naked recital of events; 
he Ne reflections therein contained ſcarcely exceed the concluſions eaſily de- 
its Noeible from the character aſſumed by the public prints. have reſerved 
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* * The een has been made by a gentleman, at my requeſt, a delivered to the 
inter, after 1 left bhilac delphia. Having the French original ouly before me, 1 may not 
ways tranllate alike in words; though the ſenſe vill doubtleſs be the fame. 


B 


my felf to give you as far as I am able a key to the facts detailed in our 


reports. When it comes in queſtion to explain, either by conjectures or 
by certain data, the ſecret views of a foreign government, it would be 
imprudent to run the riſk of indiſcretions, and to give oneſelf up to men, 
- whoſe known partiality. for that government, and fimilitude of paſſions 
and intereſts with its chiets, might lead to confidences, the flue of which 
are incaleulable. Beſides, the precious confeſſions of Mr, Randolph alone 
throw a ſatisſactory light upon every thing that comes to paſs. Theſe 1 
have not yet communicated to my colleagues. The motives already 
mentioned lead to this reſerve, and {till leſs permit me to open myſelf to 
them at the preſent moment. I ſhall then endeavour, Citizen, to pive 
vou a clue to all the meaſures, of which the common diſpatches give you 
an account, and ty diſcover the true cauſes of the exploſion, which it is 
obſtinately reſolved to repreſs with great means, although the ſtate of 
things has no longer any thing alarming.” VVV 


The obſervation upon the precious confeſſions of Mr. 
Randolph,“ involves the judicious management of the of- 


fie. It implies no deliberate impropriety; and cannct 


be particularly anſwered, until particular inſtances are ci- 
ted, unleſs it be by reſorting to Mr. Fauchet's own expla- 
nation. 5 TE; 
” N / A | 
On my arrival,” /ays his certificate, « on this continent, the Preſident 
gave me the moſt poſitive aſſurance, that he was the {riend of the French 
_ cauſe. Mr. Randolph often repeated to me the ſame aſſurance. It was impoſ- 
ſible for me not to give faith to it, (in fpite of ſome public events relative to 
France which gave me ſome inquietude) eſpecially when the Secretary of 
State conſtantly took pains to convince me of the ſenſations of good will of 
his Government for my Republic. It was doubtleſs to confirm me in this 
opinion that he communicated to me, without authority, as I ſuppoſed, 
the part of Mr. Jay's inſt ructions which forbade him todo any thing which 
| ſhould derogate from the engagements of the United States with France. 
My error, which was dear to me, was prolonged only by the continual 
efforts of Mr. Randolph to calm my fears both upon the treaty with En- 
gland and upon the effect which it might produce on France. He was 
therefore far from confiding to me any act, any intention of Government 
by virtue of any concert with me, vr in conſequence of any emolument 
received by him, or for the expectation or hope of any recompence pro- 
miſed, or with any other view than to maintain a good harmony between 
France and the United States. As to the communications which he ha: 
made to me at different times, they were only of. opinions, the greater 
part, if not the whole of which, I have heard circulated as opinions. 
alſo recolle& that on one occaſion, at leaft, which turned upon public 
meaſures, he obſerved to me, that he could not enter into details up- 
on ſome of them, becauſe by deing ſo he ſhould violate the duties of his 
© office: From whence | have concluded and believe that he never commu- 
nicated to me what his duty would reprove. I-will obſerve here, that none 
of his converſations with me concluded without his giving me the idea, 
that the Preſident was a man of integrity, and @ ſincere friend to France. 
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5 83 
This explains i in part what I meant by the terms, © his precious confeſ- 
« ftons.”” I proceed to other details relative thereto. I could allude 


only to explanations on his part upon matters which had cauſed to me ſome 
inquietude: And I have never infinuated, nor could I inſinuate in that 
letter, that I ſuſpected on his part even the moſt diſtant corruption. Theſe 
explanations had equally for their object my different converſations upon 
Weſtern affairs, as may be ſcen in the ſequel of this declaration. 

« When I ſpeak in this ſame paragraph in theſe. words, « Beſides, the 


precious confeſſions of Mr. Randolph alone caſt upon all which happens a 


ſatisfactory light,“ I have till in view only the. explanations of which 1 
have ſpoken above; and I muſt confeſs that very often I have taken for 
confeſſions what he might have to communicate to me by virtue of a ie. 

cret authority. And meay things which in the firſt inſtant 1 hal conſidered 
as confeſſions were the ſubject of public converſations. I will ſay more. I 


will fay, that I have had more than ſuſpicions that certain confidences 
which have been made to me, were only to ſound my private opinions, and 


the intentions of the French Republic.” 


1 18 obvious, that Mr. Fauchet labours in his letter to 
magnity to his government his penetration and {kill in ne- 
gociation. Nay, he may probably have thought, that he had 
acquired ſuch an aicendancy over me, as to afford acce!s to 
the ſecrets of the executive. But an example has not been, 


nor can be quoted, in which, while he was indulging the 


belief of confeſſions, I was not ſtrictly within the line of 


duty. 
Turn your eyes, Sir, to he ſituation of the American. 


Secretary of State. The French miniſter was unqueſ- 


tonably ſent upon an errand fimilar to that of every 


other foreign miniſter; to watch the movements of our 
government, the ſpirit of the people, and the events which 
ariſe. The Secretary of State is, on his part, to precure 
for the Preſident from the miniſter every poſſible informa- 
tion of the affairs of France. It would be ridiculous and 
unavailing to purſue this object, but by the eſtabiithment 
of a confidence in the miniſter's breaſt. The ſureſt mode 
of accompliſhing it, was to inculcate the good will of our 
wvernmeniFowards his country's cauſe; to repel his oC- 


eaſional complaints; to act candidly. with him; and to 


be as frank in communications, as our neutrality and the 
eal ſecrets of the government would permit. Hence it 
has been a fixed uſage for the Secretaries of State to ſeek 
onverlations, or to continue them, with the French and 
indeed every other diplomatic reſident. Vou have been 
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| | 5 [ 64 * 
long puvy to this uſage; and frequently interrogated me, 


as to Mr. Fauchet's ſentiments on a variety of matters. 
Were I to ſummon to my remembrance every thing, 


which I have imparted to you from him; the catalogue 


of what I might denominate his precious confeſſions,” 
would not perhaps be ſmall. But very probably J might 


convert into confeſſions his authorized communications: 
l might be deceived, as he was with reſpect to myſeltf, 


when he accepted as a mark of my perſonal benevolence 


to his Republic, that portion of Mr. Jay's, inſtructions, 


which was communicated to him, in ſubſtance, by your 


direction. That I never did for a reward, or emolument, 


received, promiſed, expected, or hoped for, communicate 
to him any act or intention whatſoever of. the government 
of the United States; that I never did intentionally com- 


municate to him, without your approbation, what was con- 


cealed from others: that, to the belt of, my belief, I ne- 


ver did imadvertently communicate to him any ſecret of 


the government; that I never had a converſation with 
him, which I conceived to be of importance, and did noi 


relate to you, unleſs I were prevented by your abſence, or 


ſome accident : and that I never uttered a ſyllable to him, 
which violated the duties of office; I aſſert, and to the 
aſſertion, I am ready to ſuperadd the moſt folemn ſanc- 


It will be, neceſſary in this, and moſt of the other pa- 
ragraphs of. Mr. Fauchet's letter, to recollect his declara- 
tion, that, where he has not exprelsly quoted me, he 
does not ſpeak from my authority. I ſhall not therefore 
in this place deny, as I might with truth, that I was the 
author of -the remark at the cloſe of the firit paragraph ; 


and for the ſame reaſon I ſhall not on future occaſions de- 


ny, howſoever I might with truth, things not ſpecially im- 


The ſecond, third, and fourth paragraphs. . 


_ « 2, To confine the preſent eriſis to the ſimple queſtion of the excite 
1s to reduce it far below its true ſcale ; it is indubitably conneRed with 
a general exploſion for ſome time prepared in the pablo mind, but which 
this local and precipitate eruption will cauſe to miſcarry, or at leaſt check 
for a long time; in order to ſee the real cauſe, in order to calculate the 
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183 1 
effect, and the fa; ences, we muſt aſcend to the origin of the parties 
exiſting | in the ſtate, and retrace their progreſs. | 
The preſent ſvKem of gorernment has created malcontents. This 
is oy: lot of all new things. My predeceſſors have given information in 
detail upon the parts of the ſyſtem which have particularly awake ned 
clamours and produced enemies to the whole of it. The Primitive diei- 
ſions of opinion as to the political form of the ſtate, and the limits of the 
ſovereignty of the whole over each ſtate individually ſovereign, had 
created the federalifts aud the antifederaliſts. From a whimſical contrait 
between the name and the real opinion of the parties, a contraſt hitherto 
little unde rſtood in Europe, the former aimed, and ſtill aim, with all their 
power, to annihilate tederaliſm, whilſt the latter have always wiſhed to 
preſerve it. This contraſt was created by the Canſalidalors or the Conſti- 
tutionaliſts“, who, being farit i in giving the denominations (a matter ſo 
important in a revolution) took, for be that Which was the moſt 
popular, although in reality it contradicted their ideas, and gave to their 
nvals one which would draw on them the attention of the. people, not- 
withſtanding they really wiſhed to preſerve a ſyſtem whofe Fase 
ſhould cheriſh at leaſt the memory and the name. 
4. 4o Moreover, theſe Art diviſions, of the nature of theſe to be de» 
ſtroyed by time, in proportion as the nation houid have advarced in the 
experiment of a form of government which rendered it ſlouriſhing, mioht 
(o have completely ditappeated, if the ſyſtem of finances Which Bad 
L its birch 1 in the cradle of the conſtitution, had not renewed ther vigour 
ander various forms. The mode of organtſing the national credit, the 
| Fl conſolidating and funding ot the public debt, the intreduchon in the poli- 
x | tical economy of the uſage of ſtates, which prolong their exiſtence or ward 
* off their tall only by expedients, imperceptibly created a fnanciering elals 
who threaten to become the ariitocratical order of the ſtats. Several cis 
tizens, ard among others tnoſe who had aided in eſtabliſuing indepen. 
- dence with their Purſes or their arms, conceived themlelves aggrieved 
by thoſe fiſcal engagements. Hence an oppofitior which declares itſelf 
between the farming or agricultural intereſt, and that of ihe fiſcal; fe- 
eraliſm and antifederaliſm, which are founded on thoſe new denomina- 
tions, in proportion as the treaſury uſurps a preponderance in the gov- 
ne ernment and legiflation: Hence in fine, the ſtate, divided! isto partiſans 
re Hand enemies of the treaſurer and of his theories. It this new claſſifica- 
he ton of parties, the nature of things gave Reni to the latter, an in- 
nate inſtinct, if 1 may uſe the expret zon, cauſed the ears of the people 
h io revolt at the NAINCS alone of e and ftorky 45 o9ber © but the oppoſite 
le- Iparty, in conſequences of its ability, obſtitiately 4 erfiſted in leaving to 
m-Iis adverſaries the ſuſpicious name of antifedoral: =, whiilt in reality they 
were friends of the conftitution, and enemies only of the exereicences 
which: ee g theories threatened to attach to it. 


Not being expreſsly quoted in theſe paragraphs I am 
ound to no reply upon them. The magnitude of the 
nſurrection had indeed been announced by the Preſident 
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in his proclamation of the 7th of Auguſt 1794, when he 
charged it with ſtriking at!“ the very exiſtence, of govern- - 
ment, and the fundamental principles of ſocial order.” Neu 


Every paſſage in theſe paragraphs is plainly the fruit of 1c 
Mr. Fauchet's own ſpeculationns. Ot 


II Es The fifth paragraph. 8 
e F. It is uſeleſs to ſtop longer to prove that the monarchical ſyſtem 
was interwoven with thoſc novelties of finances, and that the friends of : 
the latter favoured the attempts which were made in order to bring the, 


— 


\ 
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3 « 8 eee 
conſtitution to the former by inſenſible gradations. The writings of in- ſy. 
fluential men of this party prove it; theit real opinions too avow it, and mer 
the journals of the Senate are the depoſitory of the firſt attempts.“ Janc 
e e | Wn e x gor 


Here too Mr. Fauchet refers for his authority, not to 
myſelf, but to the writings of influential men, who patron- ] 
iſed the financial ſyſtem; to their avowed opinions; and Naſte 


to the journals of the Senate. | rat 
e PE ey i pt, tha 


3 « 6. Let us, therefore, free | ourſelves from the intermediate ſpaces in Iin t 
which the progreſs of the ſyſtem is marked, ſince they can add nothing to 


Ko 
the proof of its exiſtence—Let us paſs by its ſympathy with our regene- 2 
rating movements, while running in monarchical paths Let us arrive at 
the ſituation in which our Republican revolution has placed things aud 
parties. TEES, | 55 FED; ET. 1 


This paragraph is a mere introduction to ſome of thoſe, lie 
wh lids, ĩ nj. oopings $6 20 00 ouyt 
e I be ſeventh paragraph. ' EI 
« 7. The antifederaliſts diſembarraſs themſelves of an inſignificant de · 
nomination, and take that of patriots and republicans. Their adveria- 
ries become ariſtocrats, notwithſtanding their efforts to preſerve the ad. 
vantageous illuſion of ancient names; opinions claſh, and preſs each 0- 
ther; the ariſtocratic attempts, which formerly had appeared ſo inſigni- 
ficant, are recollected: The treaſurer, who is looked upon as their firſt 
ſource, is attacked; his operations and plans are denounced to the pub-W 
lic opinion; nay, in the ſeflions of 1792 and 1793, a ſolemn inquiry in- 
to his adminiſtration was obtained. This firſt victory was to produce 
another, and it was hoped that, faulty or innocent, the treaſurer would 
retire, no leſs by neceſſity in the one caſe, than from ſelf love in the o- 
ther. He, emboldened by the triumph which he obtained in the uſeleß 
inquiry of his enemies, of which both objects proved equally abortive, 
feduced beſides by the momentary reverſe of republicaniſm in Europe, 
removes the maſk and announces the approaching triumph of his princ!- 
br e 
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1 he intire com lende of this paragraph makes it ſo pe- 


culiarly Mr. Fauchet's own ſpeculation, that it is almoſt 
uſeleſs to declare, that I never heard or believed, that 


che 1 inquiry into the conduct of Mr. Hamilton was to drive 


him from office, whether he were guilty: « or innocent. 


. The eighth paragra ph. 


20 8. In the mean time the popular- ſocieties we 80 ; political Ls 


concenter themſelves, the patriotic party unite and mote cloſely connect 


themſelves; they gain a formidable majority in the legiſlature; the abaſe- 


ment of commerce, the ſlavery of navigation, and the audacity of Eng- 


land ſtrengthen it. A concert of declarations and cenſures againſt the 


gore rnment ariſes; ; at which the latter i is even itſelf aſtoniſhed,” | 


From har ſource Mr. Fauchet collected the- -ſupp ofed 
aſtoniſhment of the government at the concert of decla- 


that the attacks upon the Popular Societies, in the year 
1793,which were underſtood to proceed from officers then 
n the adminiſtration, were agreeable to the withes of ſome 
ranch of the government. ; 


The ninth, tenth, and devnth paragraphs. 


ce 9. Such was the ſituation of things towards the cloſe of the laſt and 
it the beginning of the preſent year, Let us pais over the diſcontents 
hich were moſt generally expreſſed in theſe critical moments. They have 


een ſent to you at different periods, and in detail. In every quarter- 


te arraigned the imbecility of the government toward: Great Britain, 
ie de fenceleſs tate of the country againſt poſſible invaſion, the coldneſs 
owards the French Republic: the ſyſtem of finance is attacked, which 
hreatens eternifing the debtunder pretext of making it the guaranty of 
ublic happineſs; the complication of that ſyſtem which withholds from 
eneral inſpection all its operations, —the alarming power ofthe influence 
t procures to a man whole principles are regarded as dangerous, — the 
reponderance which that man acquires from day to day in public mea- 
ures, and in a word the immoral and impolitic modes of taxation, which 
© at firſt preſents as expedients, and afterwards raiſes to perminency, 
410. In touching this laſt point we attain the principal complaint of the 
eſtern people, and the oſtenſible motive of their movements. Repub- 
cans by principle, independent by character and fituation, they could 
ot but accede with enthuſiaſm to the criminations which we have ſketch- 


ith the fineſt rivers in the world: but the abundant fruits of their la- 
dur run the riſk of periſhing tor the want of means ot exchanging them, 
thoſe more happy cultirators do for objects which defire indicates to all 
who have known only the enjoy ments which Europe procures them. 
hey therefore convert the exceſs of their produce into liquors imper- 
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nations and cenſures, I cannot trace; unleſs he imagined 
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But the exciſe above all affects them. Their lands are fertile, watered 
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tay fabricate :d, which rods fupply the . of thoſe they might pro. 
cure by exchange. The exciſe is created and ſtrikes at this conſoling 
transformation ; their complaints are anſwered by the only pretext that 


they are otherwiſe inacceſſible to every ſpecies of impoſt. But wh, 2 in 


contempt. of treaties, are they left to bear the yoke of the feeble Spa- 
niard, as to the Miſſiſſippi, for upwards of twelve gears? Since when nas 
an agricultural people ſobmitted to the unjuſt capr ricious law of a people 
explarers of the precious metals? Might we not ſuppoſe that Madrid and 
Philadelphia mutually aſſiſted in dongle the Tlavery of the ricer; that 
the praprietors of a barzen-coalt are afraid leſt the Mifliffippi, once open- 
ech and its numerous branches brought into activity, their fields might 
become deſerts, and in a word that commerce dreads having rivals in 
thole interior parts as ſoon as their inhabitants ſhall ceaſe to be ſubjects? 
This laſt ſuppoftion is but too well founded; an influential member of 
the Senate, Mr. Izard, one day in converſation undiſgoiſedly announced 
it to me.“ 

6%. I ſnall be more brief in my obſervations on the murmurs excited 
by the ſyſtem for the ſale ot lands. It is conceived to be injuſt that theſe 
vaſtand fertile regions ſhould be ſold by provinces to capitaliſis, who thus 
enrich themſelves, and retail, with immenſe profits, to the huſbandmen, 


poſſeſſions which they have never ſeen. If there were not a latent deſign 


to arreſt the rapid ſettlement of thoſe lands and to prolong their infant 
ſtate, why not open in the weſt land offices, where every body without 
diſtinction, ſhould be admitted to purchaſe by a ſmall or large quantity! 
Why reſerve to ſell or diſtribute to favourites, to a clan of fatterers, 
of courtiers, that which belongs to the tate, and which ſhould be {old to 
the geſt poſſible rake: ot all its members 5 | 


* * 


mſwer from me. 


S, The pues Ng d. 


'« 12. Such therefore were the parts of the public grievance, upon 
which the weltern people moſt inſiſted. Now, as the common diſpatches 
inform you, theſe complaints were ſyſtematizing by the converſations of in- 
fluential men who retired into thoſs wild countries, and who from prin- 
ciple, or by a ſeties of particular heart-hurnings, animared diſcontents 
already too near ro efervefcence, At laſt the local exploſion. is effected. 

The weſtern people calculated on being ſupported by tome diſtinguiſhed 
charaGets in the eait, and even imagined they had in the boſem of the 
government | ſome abettots, Who might Mare in cheir grievances or their 
Fraeleer 0 


Let him ſtep forw ard, who can prove by a ſingle fad, 
that -any « countenance was given by me to the inturrect tion. 


The Z irte 2. paragraph. 
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44 13. From 1 85 1 ave detailed doe. thoſe men might indeed be 
ſappoſed numerous. The temons of 1793 and 1794 had given impor 
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tance to the republican party, and ſolidity to its accuſations, - The pro- 
ofitions of Mr, Madiſon, or his project of a navigation act, of which 
Mi. Teffer on was originally the author, ſapped the Britiſh intereſt, now 
an integral part of the financiering ſyſtem, Mr. Taylor, a republican 
member of the Senate, publiſhed towards the end of the ſeffion, three 
pamphlets, 'in which t is laſt is explored to its origin, and developed in 
ts progreſs and con ſequences with force and method. In the laſt he af- 
ſerts that the decrepid ftate of affairs reſulting from that ſyſtem, could 
not bot. preſage, under a rifing government, either a revolution or a ci». 


This paragraph is only a brief narrative of ſome pro- 
ceedings in Congreſs, and of three pamphlets which were 


«14. The firſt was preparing: the government, which had foreſeen it, 
: reproduced, under various forms, the demand of a diſpoſable“ force which 
might put it in a reſpectable ſtate of defence. Defeated in this meaſure, 
who can aver that it may not have haſtened the local eruption, in orde 
to make an advantageous diverſion, and to lay the more general ſtorm 
bich it faw gathering? Am I not authorized in forming this conjecture 
rom the converſation which the Secretary of State had with me and Le 
Blanc, alone, an account of which you have in my diſpatch, No. 3 But 
how may we expect that this new plan will be executed? By exaſpera- 
ting and ſevere meaſures, authoriſed by a lau which was not ſolicited till 
te Cloſe of the ſeſſion. This law gave to the one already exiſting for col- 
ecting the exciſe a coercive force which hitherto it had not poſſeſſed, an 
i demand of which was not before ventured to be made t. By means of 
his new law all the refractory citizens to the old one were cauſed to be 
wriued with a ſudden rigor; a great number of writs were iſſued ; doubt» 
eſs the natural conſequences from a conduct ſo deciſive and ſo harſh were 
xpefted ; and before theſe were manifeſted the means of repreſſion had 
een prepared; this was undoubtedly what Mr. Randolph meant in tel. 
ing me hat under pretext of. giving energy to the government it auas inten- 
| 7 ta tutroduce abſalute power, and to 1 the Preſident in paths aubich 
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To the reflection, that a revolution was preparing; 
nd that the government, which had foreſeen it, reproduc- 
d, under various forms; the demand of a diſpoſable 
„ Porce, which might put it in a reſpectable ſtate of 
Pefence,“ Mr. Fauchet was not conducted by any in- 
ormation from me. The firſt part of it originated rich 
„ imſelf: For the latter whether it was right or wrong, 
1. Je was probably indebted to che journals of the two 

11171J1;;³%— ²gw ⁊ꝛ⅛ /c omni bl 
} This law was mentioned in the comment upon the laws of the laſt ſeſſion ineloled 
el the correſpondence of the minidſer . 


8 


— 4 18 ales! of congreſs, to their debstes, 28 publiſhed in the 
newſpapers; and to public converſations. From ſome or 
_al-of theſe it appeared, that on the r1th of December, 

1793; a bill was ordered into the Houſe of repreſents. 


that en the goth of March 1794, the ſame bill was rev iv- 

ed in that houſe under a new title: that on the 6th of May 
0 tis two houfes: that on the 1th of March 1794, à mo- 
tion had been made in the houſe of repreſentatives to in: 
_ creaſe the then military eftabliſment of five thouſand 
men by an addirion'of:: fifteen regiments of one thouſand 
| ding twenty. fixe thouſand inſtead of the fifteen thouſand 
cuſſed; Ind; the twenty-five: chouſand men being ftrud 
| l6ſt;-another | mation was: made for ten thouſand; which 


| ſenate: 10 eee rk meaſur. es for the defence of the 
United 'Stares : that on the 26th of. May 1794, that com 


wo 


E 70 y 


tives for completing the. military, eſtabliſhment :/ that on 
g lt of January 1794, it was rejected by the ſenate; 


1954, this bill was alſo loſt by à diſagreement between 


men each : that on the firſt of April 1794, a bill wa 
wought 1 in, t9, increaſe the military. TT EO by ad- 


men; chat on che 19th of May 1794, this bill was dif 


Qty! a.motien. was, made for fificen; thouſand, which being 


8.4 ſo koſt, the hilt ieſelf was totally rejected: that o 
6.24630 a comm Ittee was appointed in thi 


of My 1.794 


wittee' Tepofted/an' increaſe « of ten thouſand men to the 
military. eſtabliſhment: that on the goth of May 1794 
the bilh which had paſſed the ſecate for that increaſe wa 


tejected by the Hooks »of repreſentatives: that a bill fo}, * 
the Ionic of the South Weſtern frontier, by poſts to bt 
_ parriſonediwitly militia, and by patroles, or ſcouting par 
tieskof militia} patſed che houſe of ' repreſentatives on th 
Agthe May 794 that the ſenate changed this bill en 


tirely by an, amendment for raifing and adding a new le 
gion of Vuches hundred-men, with the bounty of went 
dollars for each recruit: chat on the 8th of June 1794 
che bill and amendment were entirely loſt ; that on 1 
very laſt day of the ſeſſion, the gth of ſune 1794, a bi 
was brought into the ſenate ** to authoriſe the Preſideif 
in cafe he {hould- not deem i- expedient to employ anf. 
part of the chen * eſtabliſhment i in the defence « 4 


. i . 7¹ 


the. ſouth-weſtern, frontier, to 4 equip, and officer a 

new legion of twelve hundred men for that purpoſe; to 
be ie! for three years; at the ſame pay and emoiuments 
of the other troops. but with the bounty of, twenty dol- 
lars to each recruit; that this bill was read. twice in the 
denate; but on the queſtion for its third and laſt reading, 
one of the members enforced the rule, that no bill 
ſhall be read three times in the ſame day without unani- 


ſhall give no opinion upon theſe proceedings; nor yet 
upon any meſſages from the executive, which might have 
ſuggeſted ſome of them. But I have been thus particu⸗ 
lar; to evince that Mr. Fauchet did not ſtand in need 
of! confeſſions from any public officer. 


converſation with' me, 'mentioned in his diſpatch No.. 3, 
to conjecture, that the government, defeated in the de- 
mand of a diſpoſable force, haſtened the local eruption, 
in order to make an advantageous diverſion, and to lay 


by, that he ever was authorized by any converſation what- 
bever with me, to form even a conjeZure of that kind; 


Fagon. which he makes in this paragraph. 

It is of no ſmall weight to bear in mind, that the date 
che converſation is fixed by Mr. Fauchet's certificate to 
lave'been in April 1794. I recollect to have had one with 
Mr. Fauchet and Mr. Le Blanc, about that time, on public 


its of the government, known to me, that it was haſten- 
pf. ſtate was not concerned: it belonged: to the trea- 


Fen to the inſtructions for the iſſuing of proceſs. It was 
u April 1794 underſtood by me to remain on its. old 
voting, without any freſh irritation. As the law, to 
ich Mr. Fauchet refers, did not paſs until the 5th of 
June 1794, and he wrote: his letter on the 31ſt of Octo- 
Per following, you will perceive, that he blends two, dif- 


mous conſent ;” and by his veto the bill was defeated. | 1 


Mr. F auchet then aſks, if he be not e by the 


the more general ſtorm, which it ſaw gathering? I de- 


Tad with equal poſitiveneſs I alſo deny, every other con- 
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matters, 180 which the French Republic Was intereſt- 
d. But how was it poſſible for me to infer from any 


Inz the local eruption ? With the exciſe, the department 


lury-department, and was there. managed, I believe, e- 
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ferent dates together, for he deduces FOO a erbeten 


as unqualified, as he ſlates, they would not warrant his 


: provoked by the government, or produced by chance. 
me concenter the actual ſtate of things in April 1794 
verſation, and thus contribute to explain it. 
F Genet, he ſhews in this very letter, No. 10, that hii 
; which had been carried on by his predeceſſors. Having 
incorporated into his on family the members of Mr. 
| Genet's; and hearing of a particular attention, which wa 


entered into bis diplomatic career, with uncertainties 


were aware of this danger; for when he was introduce 


t 1 


in April, that means of coercion were provided before. yi 


5 hand, when thoſe very ſu; ppoſed means were provided, If 


according to his own. account; only by the law, which Im 
is found to have paſſed two months afterwards. If ex- J 
aſperating and ſevere meaſures were contemplated ines 
April, to be enforced by a then future law, I was an ut- Ip. 


ter ſtranger to them. Beſides, Mr. Fauchet does not ſeem lde 


to have had the diſpatch No. 3 before him, when he wrote gr 


in October; as in the concluding ſentence of the para- IA. 


graph he gives, what he deems to be the ſynonymousſlai 


meaning, not the words themſelves ; nor yet an accurateſAt: 


view of the converſation. But if the very words had beenſſve 


concluſion ; eſpecially, when at the beginning of theſſſpa: 
next paragraph he doubts, whether the commotion wa 


Before, however, I examine the diſpatch No. 3, le 
in order that I may compaſs the general ſcope of the con eor 
Notwithſtanding Mr. Fauchet was ſent to replace M. 0A 


communications were links of the chain of intelligence 


paid to all the applications from the Britiſh miniſter, h 
and unpleaſant ſenſations towards our government. Yo 


to you on the 22d of February 1794, you poured forilf 
the ſtrongeſt language of affection” to the French cauſe 
France was then fluſhed with victory. An obnoxiou 
1 had been recalled at your iu der. You expec 

d a war with Great Britain. In ſhort you declared to me 
that, the F rench government muſt: be cultivated” With all 
dujty and warmth.” In ſpite of all my efforts to purſu 
your wiſhes; 1 bete in a few weeks, that ſuſpicion. 
were lurking in his boſom. 1. His' manner indicated 


5 4 
n that he aue the fincerity of your n in fa” 
e- | your of his country, and was anxious to determine, how 
d, far you were republican.—2. It was rivetted in his judg- 
ment, that ſome very influential gentlemen around you, 
x-lwere, and had expreſſed themſelves to be, hoſtile to its 
in ſſeauſe.—3. He believed, that extreme rigour had been 
t practiſed upon French cruizers and French prizes, un- 
milder inſtructions from the treaſury-department; and that 
tel great indulgence had been allowed to Britiſh ſhips. — 
a. He believed, that in your very cabinet, ſnares were 
us/aid to detach you from France, and to ally the United 
States to Great Britain.—5. He believed, that the go- 
vernment had its myſteries, which led tothe holding of a 
fair language to France, and to the ſubſtantial atting with 
partiality for Great Britain; or (to uſe an expreſſion in one 
Jof his letters) that the federal officers were all fre to do, 
what ſhould be pleaſing to England; and all f e to France. 
-=6. He had heard the charges made in public diſcourſ- ., 
es, that ſome members of the government conlidered our 
zonſtitution, as a mere ſteppivg-ſtone to ſomething elſe; 
Pot leſs than a monarchy, which might not be ſo friendt; 
oa French Republic, as an American Republick. .—7. He 
Pelieved, that he ſaw in a bill, depending before Congreſs, 
an inſtrument for this purpoſe, and for the harraſſing of 
She French cauſe.—8. He believed, that the affairs of 
France and the ſpirit of the American people were miſ- 


> Extract from the inſtructions to Col. Monroe, when he wen! to France 
as Miniſter Plenipotentiary of the United States; which were approv- 
1 ed by che Preſident. 

Ule 5 


« If we may judge from what has ka: e eee by 


10U 

; Mr. Fauchet, he will repreſent the exiſtence of two parties here, it- 
P©-F reconcileable to each other ;—one republican, and friendly to the 
meß French revolution; the other monarchical, ariſtocratic, Eritanp ic, 


and anti-Gallican: that a majority of the Houſe, of Repreſentatives, 


ſu the people, and the Preſident are in the firſt claſs; and a majority of 
me Senate in the ſecond, It this intelligence ſhould be uſed, in order 
ou to inſpire a diſtruſt of our good-will to France; you will eee 
atec obviate ſuch an effect, &e.— N 
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repreſented to you, x 31 Fs POOR 
to your perſeverance in a reſentment ola the Britiſh out- 
rages.—10. He was alarmed. at... the. piojected, miſſion -cf 
Mr. Jay And 11. He diſtantly, N hint- 
„ HOW leſt the- political, diviſions, in che United States 
might weaken the government, and excite à conſiderable 
conflict. — For ideas like theſe, he wanted no aid from a 
ſecretary of ſtate. Public rumour Was a fruitful nurſery, 
If I have not occaſionally intimated theſe things to you, 
none have been defignedly-concealed from you. Many 
of them you have undoubtedly received from my mouth. 
Silence was not my courſe. It was pre-eminently ny 
duty, in April 1794, not to ſuffer F france, to whom we 
owed ſo much, to be in ſuſpence as to pur predilection 
ſor Great Britain, from whom we had eee and 


= were experiencing, every oppreſſion. . 
—_— In chooking my meaſures, I had a ſafe. clue i in 8 po- 
tion of affairs, as ſeen and felt by vourſelf.— 1. Your 5 

meſſage to Congreſs, on the 5th of December 1793, an- W 

nounces an untriendly temper to Great Britain.—2. Your: 4 

. nomination of Mr. Jay implies it in itſelf you always pro- x - 

* feſſed—and your letter to me on the 15th of April 1794 10 
proves, that if Great Britain did not redreſs our com- 4 ; 


plaints in a reaſonable time, war was in your. opinion to} - 
be the conſequence. That lettersthus expreſſes 3 your ſen- In 


timents upon the draught of the meſſage, nominating 5 
ö Mr. Jay : * My objects are to prevent a war, if juſtice 5 


can be obtained by fair and ſtrong repreſentations (to be 
made by a ſpecial envoy) of the injuries, which this coun- 
try has ſuſtained from Great Britain, in various ways :— 
to put it ma complete ſtate of military defence—and to 
provide eventually ſuch meaſures, as ſeem to be now 
pending in Congreſs, for execution, if negociation in a 
reafonable time proves unſucceſsful.“ g. Your infiruc 
tions to Mr. Jay had reference to an alliance with RulF 
Ha, Denmark, 725 Sweden, againſt Great Britain, if ou 
differences with her ſhould not be adjuſted.—4 Vour in 
ſtructions to Col. Monroe, which were ſketched about 
this time, to be ready for any perſon, who ſhould be ap 
e command him, to tet: it. be ſeen, that . 
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caſe of war with any nation upon earth! (an expreſ- 
don | abſolutely aimed at Great Britain) „ we {hall 


confider France as bür firſt and natural ally.” In theſe 


nftructions are many other fervent profeſſions to France. 
5 The plundering under the Britiſh inſtructions of the 
fil of November 1 793. and the ſtirring up of the Indi- 
ins had drawn bond. in the houſe of repreſentatives va- 
ious propoſitions of repriſal.— 6. That houſe was indiſ- 
patably attached to France.—7. Your orders; your let- 
18 ; your ſpeeches ; breathed enmity to Great Britain and 
Mection to France. You even excluded from your 228 
e toom, men who were obnoxious to France. 
By theſe facts, my conduct towards Mr. Fauchet was 
aided. —1. I urged upon him your declaration at his re- 
option, that you Were a friend to the cauſe of the French 
| 1] and, as he expreſſes it in his letter No. 10, 


d of + ok pe 2. I bade him to rely on YOU; to 

12 the 

wbdrdinate: miniſters againſt France; and to apprehend 
yſelt-to ſatisfy him, that he -complained without reaſon 


1 have been ſince extended in letters approved by 


- ol u.—4. ILrepreſented to him, that, if ares were laid 
ho or you, you would: eſcape from them; and more parti- 


bekalarly if cheir object was the abandonment of France, 
nd an adherence -to Great Britain: that although like 
ther men; who do not mix with the world, \ ou might be 
omet imes miſled, your induſtry and diſcernment: would 


roteſſions of ou government in regard to France were at 


econverſisn of our government” into a monarchy, I 
ated, that this would not be done with your atlent. For 
hile you were deſirous of rendering it flable only and 
hergetic ; I did not undertake to anſwer for the views of 
very man, who, under this pretence, might be willing 
ſnatch ſomething more; but I was confident, that you 
ould not thus commit your popularity.—7. It muſt, I 


truly virtuous, and the friend of your fellow-citizens 


uggeſtions of your being influenced by any 


othing from bem,oehile you were ſtedſaſt.—g. Lexerted 


of ſeverity upon the F rench cruiſers; and the ſame ar- 


protect you from traps. 3. I denied, that the actions and 


ariance ; and I have often denied it in writing. —6. As t 


5 


in oppoſition to any ſet of men, who ſhould ſeek to ag 
of the people. Fs 7 


error-is not mine. It was derived from the ſpirit of you 
own movements, and our political iN in Apr. 
1794. But it was not an error. It was a ſound and haf 
neſt policy: it was an indiſpenſable one for maintainin 
harmony with France: it was rendered indiſpenſable b \ 


mind. from the conviction, that artifice and hoſti}ity t 


from France. It. was the policy of the people of the Un ; 
ted States. Had the threatened war with Great Brita 


* 76 * 


HEE. 8 been benen to the Ane of the ect 
tion, alluded to in No. 3, that commented upon the bill 
which ſeemed to affect him ſo deeply; and that I afſureg 
him, that from your yielding to the remarks which I made 
to you upon it, he had an abſolute. ſecurity againſt the a. © 
_ bole of the powers confided to you. —8. I had no data 
upon which to contradict his opinion, that the affairs 0 
France, and the ſpirit of the American people might 
have been disfigured to you. But yon will do me the 
8 to acknowledge, that when I ſpoke to you of the 
one or the other; I diſguiſed, from you. no truth, howſce- 
ver e and I was always free to declare in you 
preſence, that I never weuld.—9. I did not diſguiſe m 
perſuaſion that nothing ſhort of the moſt ample reti 
tion and compenſation would atone. with you for the outY©9 
rages of Great Britain. This was a juſtifiable expedient 
for calming Mr. Fauchets fears on the miſſion of Mr 
Jay. 10. In my endeavours to refute his eſtimate of the 
prevailing political diviſions; LI certainly did place mucl 
of my hope on you. Having often without reſerve tole 
you, that as long as you were ſuperior to party, part 
would be impatent, and unable to perpetrate mishief 
have very probably uttered an expectation of acquiring 
with you influence enough, to prevail on you to' ſtep fort 


grandize themſelyes at the 8 8 of. the i 


If in all this 1 erred, it is mere error but th 


the crifis, which had been forced upon Mr. Fauchet 


republicaniſm were tearing: the United States aſunds 


been realized; then this policy would have ſhone for 
with luſtre: then would the reverſe have been warm 


3 


33 


N 88 Had it not been a; ; you. + cls: 
u probably have long ago heard from France, murmurs 
allwhick it might have been difficult to appeaſe. 


el The foregoing obſervations have anticipated much of 


the attention due to the diſpatch, No. 3. But it is pro- 
per to ſubjoin a few more particular remarks; becauſe it 
is not a correct ſtatement of the converſation ; and is evi- 
dently defective, i in omitting the part which Mr. Fauchet 
himſelf had in it, and in not exhibiting what I ſaid as it re- 
ally was, —an anſwer to the objections, advanced by him. 


ry to the people of the United States, has been leſs expli- 
uu eit, than it would bave been, had it been in my power to 


have 1 him 9 its ſeveral parts, after it was 
compoled. 


my letter to you in June 1792, and my conſtant declara- 


who have read the newſpapers. Or, if it were neceſſary 


a paper, written at the beginning of the year 1791, for 
your uſe, and approved by you. It is certainly much 
to be regretted, that party-diſcriminations are ſo far geo- 
Jsraphical as they are; and that ideas of a ſeverance of the 
Junjon are creeping in both north and ſouth.” 


i ence every day on your mind; and I will unfold the 
uin srounds of my hope; the means which I adopted for its 
accompliſhment ; and my final object. 


hel You will acknowledge, Sir, Iam ſure, that I never at- 


_ tempted to depreciate in youreſteem any of my colleagues 

In office; nor ever to magnify or blazon any merit of my 
own. The ſpecies of influence therefore, to which I di- 
NY rected. my labours, was not that of raiſing myſelf on 
their ruins. 


I came from Virginia : as attorney-general of the Uni- 


His certificate too, although it cannot fail to be ſatisfacto- 


That I was always deeply affected by the very poſſibili- | 
Ir ty of a conflict between the parties in the United States, 


tions to you are a decided teſtimony. That intelligence 
of the exiſtence of party-bitterneſs came to Mr. Fauchet 
EF through other channels, than myſelf, is notorious to thoſe 


Jo demonſtrate its publicity, I might quote a ſentence in 


Without pretending to recollect the minutiæ of the 
converſation, I avow, that I did hope to acquire an influ- 
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ted States, irroG&ibly impelled by PR frienddhip of your 
invitation» I was uſhered by you into the moſt confiden- 
tial buſineſs; and, I bole, without the privity of the 
ö heads of departments. You connected me with you [till 
more in the year 1793; and afterwards preſſed me into 
another office, which I did not covet, and which I would 
not have accepted, bad I not been governed by my af- 
fection for you, my trult in your republicaniſm, and your 
arent ſuperiority to che artifices of my enemies. 
Theſe germs of confidence, unequivocally lobed by 
you, I aid indeed N But bow? By art or ma- 
nagement? No, Sir. By telling you the truth, without 
heſitation; without a momentary acquieſcence in the pre- 
judices of any man; by defending your character with 
zeal; and by adviſing meaſures, which ſhould. ſpread o- 
Ver the Preſident ef the United States, the glowing co- 


ours, in which, General Waſhington had been painted to 


mankind. 

Nor was my object leſs honourable than my means. You 
have my opinion under my hand; that while you ſhould 
be untainted by the ſuſpicion of being a Frome of par- 
ty, your name would be a bulwark againſt party-rage. My 
| hope therefore of acquiring influence was to put inteſtine 

convulſion at defiance, by perſuading you to abhor party. 

Fou cannot believe, that I ever manœuvered with you for 

any emolument to myſelf: nor that I was an advocate for 
France, but by plain dealing and frankneſs, which her 

enemies might curſe, but could not criticize. _ 

Left the trifling circumſtance of viſiting you ſhould be 
7 wrought up by the malignant into a ſcheme _ ſeduction; 
the admonition, which Mr. Fauchet aſcribes to me, muſt | 

not. paſs without a comment. As an artifice, it is too 
| paltry to be dwelt upon. This probably was the truth of 
the caſe. It is a tribute of reſpect from foreign miniſters 
to our chief magiſtrate, to wait on him at proper intervals 

Mr. Fauchet was anxious to learn, how private viſits were 

to be regulated. I could not forget, how much his pre- 

deceſſor had abſented himſelf from you, even before the 
rupture; and I probably recommended to him to per- 


form this W civility ; with the SCRIOUAE aſſurance, at 


r | that he would be received in an eaſy ſtyle, whenſoever 
- be mould be difpoſed to a private viſit. Is it not an indi- 
ge cation of a propenſity to well little matters, thus to in- 


ll terweave them in a formal political ee 2 


to] In wiatfoever ſhape the drawing the bands of the tio 


d nations cioſer may have been adviſed, I remember not. 
f- But I was always watchful in repelling the imputation of 
ur | neglect to embrace the overtures of a commercial. trea- 


ty. It was natural for me, at the juncture of Mr. Jay's 


by | miſſion, to efface every idea of an indifference to an im- 
la- proved commereial connection with France. In a word, 
ut Sir, when you combine Mr. Fanchet's own admifſion, 
te-Ithat I refuſed ſome information, as being contrary to my 
ithl duty to be divulged, and that he did not fulfil a promiſe, 
o-Nas he ſays, to burn a particular paper, (which, however, 


:0-was delivered under your direction); the diſpatch No. 


tof 3, is fufficiently confronted by his certificate or my own 
- Baffertion. 2 . 


__” TS 8 


ar- 4 5, Whether the exploſion has been provoked by the government ; 


NI or owes its birth to accident, it is certain that a commotion of ſome hun- 
YIdreds of men, who have not fince been found in arms, and the very pa- 


ine cific union of the counties in Braddock's field, a union which has not been 
TY. revived, were not ſymptoms which could juſtify the raifing of fo great 


for Is force as 1 5, 00 men. Beſides the principles, uttered in the declarations 
F hitherto made public, rather announced ardent minds to be calmed than 
IOT 


anarchiſts to be ſubdued. But in order to obtain ſomething on the pubs 


her lie opinion. prepoſſeſſed againk the demands contemplated to be made, it 


was neceſſary to magnify the danger, to disfigure the views of thoſe peo- 
b ple, to attribute to them the defign of uniting themſelves with England, 
bete alarm the citizens for the fate of the conſtitution, whilſt in reality the 
ON; Frevolation threatened only the minifters; This ſtep ſucceeded; an army 
is raiſed; this military part of the ſuppreſſion is doubtleſs Mr. Hamil- 
ton's, the pacific part and the ſending of commiſſioners are due to the in- 


always to believe, and whom I do believe, truly virtuous, and the friend 
of his fellow-citizens and principles. 3 | | 

an army, yet it was neceſſary to aſſure themſelves of co-operators among 
the men whoſe' patriotie reputation might influence their party, and 
vioſe luke · warmneis or want of energy in the exiſting conjunctures might 
ompromit the ſucceſs of the plans. Of all the governors, whoſe duty it 


Vania alone enjoyed the name of. Republican : his opinion of the Secre- 
ary of the Treaſury and of his ſyſtems was known to be untavourable, 


—— 
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uence of Mr. Randolph over the mind of the Preſident, whom I delight 


&« 16. In the mean time, although there was a certainty of having an 


was to appear at the head of the requiſitions, the governor of Pennſyl- 


* 
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The ſeeretary of this ſtate | 
ty of Philadelphia, which in its turn influenced thoſe of other ſtates; of 


t 


. — 


5 ſcarcely be required of me to deny, that 
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poſſeſſed great influence in the Popular Socie- 


courſe he merited attention. It appears therefore that theſe men with o- 


thers unknown to me, all having without doubt Randolph at their head, 


were balancing to decide on their party, Two or three days before the 


; _ proclamation was publiſhed, and of courſe before the cabinet had reſolv- 
ed on its meaſures, Mr. Randolph came to ſee me with an air of great 
eagerneſs, and made to me the overtdres of which I have given go an 


account in my No. 6. Thus with ſome thouſands of dollars the Repub- 
lic could have decided on civil war or on peace! Thus the conſciences 


of the pretended patriots of America have already their prices“ ! It is 
_ very true that the certainty ot theſe concluſions, painful to be drawn, 


will for ever exiſt in our archives! What will be the old age of this go. 
vernment, it it is thus early decrepid ! Such, citizen, is the evident con- 
ſequence of the ſyſtem of finances conceived by Mr. Hamilron, He has 
made of 'a whole nation, a ſtock-jobbing, ſpeculating, ſelfiſh people. 


- Riches alone here fix conſideration ; and as no one likes to deſpiſed, they 


are univerſally ſought after. Nevertheleſs this depravity has not yet em- 
braced the maſs of the people; the effects of this pernicious ſyſtem have 


as yet but ſlightly. touched them. Still there are patriots, of whom I de- 
light to entertain an idea worthy of that impoſing title. Conſult Mon- 
oe, he is of this number; he had appriſed me of the men whom the 
current of events had dragged along as bodies devoid of weight. His 
friend Madifon is alſo an honeſt man. Jefferſon, on whom the patriots 


caſt their eyes to ſucceed the Preſident, had foreſeen theſe criſes; He 
rudently retired in order to avoid making a figure againſt his inclination 


in ſcenes, the ſecret of which will ſoon or late be brought to light.” 


be meeting at Braddock's field was announced in e- 
very. newſpaper : and wore too formidable an aſpect to be 
called pacific. When it was determined to raiſe an ar- 
my, I propoſed the augmentation from 12,500 to 15,000 


men ; hoping that the unhappy people would be intimi- 


dated by ſo large a force, and the introduction of a corps 


of riflemen under General Morgan, whoſe name was re- 


ported to be a terror to them. It was wiſe to overawe 
_ them; for had they, in ſome raſh moment, made battle, 
allured by a falſe compariſon of their ſtrength and ſitua- 


tion with the power which was marching againſt them, 
ſtill greater bodies of troops would have been aſſembled, 
and war would have raged with all its ſeverities. 

After Mr. Fauchet's declaration, that he-does not ſpeak 
from me, except where he particularly quotes me, it will 
0 Mr. Hamilton's 


* 
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ideas or my on, in confultation with you, were com-. 


municated by me to him; or yet, that the gentiemen, who 


were to appear at the head of the requiſitions, or any 
others, -affociated in the popular ſocieties, were ever na- 
med by me to him, in reference to the inſurrection. But 
I do deny the latter, upon the beſt of my recollection; 
and upon the further ground, that I had fo the ſmalleſt 
aufhority for ſo naming them. I alſo deny the former; 
and can affirm, that it was a ſubject of converſation in 
Philadelphia, but not through my means, that your ad- 
viſers were divided in opinion as to the immediate march- 
ing of the militia. 
Howſoever faſhionable it may 9 been for officers jn 
the federal government to form political connections with 
influential perſons in the ſtate governments, I had form- 
ed none ſuch. But it is ſaid in Mr. Fauchet's letter, that 
I was at the head of thoſe, who balanced i in deciding up- 
on the part to be taken. Being almoſt an intire flranger 
tothe inhabitants in the weſtern counties of Pennſylvania, 


I could have few perſonal regards; and I will not waſte 


time in proving, what you well know, that order and 
good government. have been always near to my heart. 
Upon what then could I balance? The tenor of 5 opi- 
nions on that event I will now retrace. 

When the violence at Col. Neville's houſe, on the 
17th of July, 1794, and the commotion at Braddocks 
field were aſcertained, I concurred with the other gen- 
tlemen of the adminiſtration, in the treaſonableneſs of 
thoſe acts, and in the neceſſity of reſorting to the militia, 
if the laws were inadequate. Affidavits, letters, and a 


variety of papers were laid before you, to .eſtabliſh the 


exiſtence of an inſurrection; and although I doubted, 


whether a judge would, upon ſhem, at that time, and 
under the hn circumſtances grant a certificate of inſur- 
rection; yet J agreed, that thoſe documents ought to be 


ſubmitted to judicial cognizance. At a conference, held 
on the firſt Saturday in Auguſt, 1794, between yourſelf 
and Governor Mifflin, and the the federal and ſtate offi- 


cers, it was obſerved, that even if the inſurrection were 


confined to the four weſtern counties of Pennfylvania. 
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the militia, which -could be 5 Hin thence, at 
that ſtage of the affair, would probably be unequal to the 
taſk of ſubduing the inſurrection :- that the inſurgents, 

being. upwards of ſixty thouſand fouls, had friends elfe- 
where: and that a letter had been received from Ken- 
tucky, giving an account of'the Britiſh government fo- 
menting diſturbances there. The affidavit. of a perſon = 


_ Pittſburg was read, corroborating the ſuf icions, that. 


Britiſh were abetting the inſurgents. Well do ! Siemen 
ber my remark ; that, if the Britiſh were at the bottom of 
the eee it took a ſerious and very important direc- 


tion; ſince, among the reaſons for ſuſpending the ſet- 


tlement at Preſqu' ifle, the apprehenſion of them was 
one. To ſhew my own impreſſion of Britiſh interfer- 
ence in the weſtern troubles, I refer to the following paſ- 
ſage in my letter to you of the 5th. of Auguſt, 1994.— 
If the intelligence of the overtures of the Britiſh to the 
f weſtern counties be true, and the inhabitants ſhould: be 
driven to accept their aid ; the fupplies of the weſtern 
: army—the weſtern army itſelf may be deſtroyed; the 
re-union of that country to the United States will be im- 
practicable; and we muſt be engaged in a Britiſh war. 
f the intelligence be probable only; how difficult will 
it be to reconcile the world to believe, that we have been 
conſiſtent in our conduct; when, aſter running the ha- 
Tard of mortally offending the French by the punctilious 
obſervance of neutrality ;—after deprecating . wrath 
of the Engliſh by every poſſible act of government; after 
the requeſt for the ſuſpenſion of the ſettlement at Preſqu 
ille, which has in ſome meaſure been founded on the poſ- 
ſibility of Great, Britain being rouſed to arms 
| purſue meaſures, which threaten collifion with Great Bri- 
tain,” and which. are mixed with the blood of our fellow- 
citizens.” To ſhew, that the governor of Pennſylvania 
thought the Britiſh movements to be of ſome weight, I refer 
to this expreſſion in his firſt letter to you. Nor in this 
view of the ſubject ought we to omit paying ſome regard 
to the ground for ſuſpecting, that the Britiſh government 
has already, inſidiouſly and unjuſtly attempted to ſeduce 
the citizens on our weſtern frontier from their duty; and 


by it; we 


we know, that in a moment of deſperation, or diſguſt, 
men may be led to accept that, as an aſylum, which un- 


der different impreſſions, they would ſhun as a ſnare.“ 


To ſhew, that the federal commiſſioners deemed the re- 
port as to the Britiſh worthy of inquiry; and that they were 
actually inticing our citizens for one purpoſe at leaſt, 
| refer to a paſſage in Mr. Bradford's letter on the 17th 
of Auguſt, 1794.—* I forgot to mention, that I have 
not been able to diſcover any- inclination in the infurgents 
to avail themſelves of Britiſh protection: but Mr. 
informs me, that he has direct intelligence, that about the 
laſt of July, two men from Detroit appeared in Waſhing- 
ton country, to get an aſſociation to go and ſettle lands at 
the mouth of the Cayahoga; and that at the time his in- 
formant ſaw the paper, there were about four hundred names 
ſubſcribed. He believes, they are at preſent on the wa- 
ters of Buffaloe Creek.” To ſhew your own ſenſe of 


Britiſh interference in the inſurrection, I refer to an ex- 


tract from my letter to Mr. Jay, on the 18th of Auguſt, 


1794, approved by yourſelf.—* We cannot add upon 
progf, that Britiſh influence has been tampering with the 


people of Kentucky, and of the neighbourhood of Pittſ- 
burg, to ſeduce them from the United States, or to en- 
courage them in a revolt againſt the general government. 


It has however been boaſted of by them, and an expec- - 


tation of ſuch ſupport is ſuſpected to have been excited 


in the breaſts of ſome.” I will not ſay, that the govern- 
ment did wrong, in diſcarding all ſcruples with reſpect 


to Britiſh hoſtility. But I was prompted to write to you 
my letter * of the 5th of Auguſt 1794, againſt the imme- 
date operation of the militia, by this, among other con- 
hderations ; that. I heard an influential member of your 
adminiſtration with,. that the people, aſſembled at Brad- 
aock's field, had burnt Pittſburg, as they threatened ; and 
I' was apprehenſive, that as ſoon as the firſt flep of mili- 
tary force was taken, you might be puſhed to march the 
militia, notwithſtanding the commiſſioners ſhould report, 
a in fact they flattered themſelves on the 21ſt of Avguſt, 


See Appendix. 
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this the meaning of a declaration in your preſence, at, 
the abovementioned conference, that it was not enough 


before? But I united in the advice of the 25th of Auguſt, 
1794, for marching the militia. If then to declare with- 
out reſerve, that the militia muſt be employed to ſupport 


ficers of the law; to be ſolicitous to avert. a civil war; 
and ſave, if poſſible, a million of dollars to the United 


which there had been no appropriation ; and to convince 

the people, that every conciliatory plan had been exhauſt- N 
ed, in warding off the emergency if this be to balance, E 
then did 1 balance, not otherwiſe. 


the 5th of Auguſt, 1794, after the firſt proclamation was 


recollecting it, to admit every appearance of trouble; for 
I was weighed down. by the thought, and calamitous ne- 
ceſſity, of ſhedding the blood of citizen by citizen. 


nothing had paſſed between Mr. Fauchet and myſelt, 


6. I confeſs, however, that I was almoſt intirely at a 
_ loſs, to what they could allude ; until, on the inſpection 
of No. 6, I gathered from its ſhort, abrupt, and incom- 
0 plete ſtatement, ſome leading ideas. 5 


As to the requeſt of a private converſation, I neither can, 


: 185 Fs of a foreign miniſter, it has generally been a 


1 4 x 
1794, that oppoſition to the laws would ceaſe... Was not 


to reſtore things to the late, in which they were fix weeks 
the laws, provided they could not be executed by the of- 


States; to be cautious in the expenditure of money, for 


The day, on which I viſited Mr. Fauchet.. was about 1 


ordered. He was at his country-houſe on the Schuyl- 


| kill; I was never there but once; and then I ſtaid al FED 
for twenty minutes a ſhort ſpace for an overture of con- 


ſpiracy. As to my air, I am ready, without however 


Conſcious, as 5 was, that upon the ſubject of money, 


which 3 me vulnerable; I was not diſmayed by 
the inferences j in his letter No. 10, from his diſpatch No. 


Mr. Fauchet connects, what he 1 overture in 
No. 6, with the narrative of the inſurrection; and con- 
ſequently a ſolution of it is to be looked for in that event. 


nor jones I any ſolicitude, to charge my memory concern- 
Whenſoever the ſecretary of ſtate has gone to 


* of Res that they n be alone. Our diſcourſe 
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turned upon the inſurrection, and upon the expected 


machinations of Mr. Hammond and others at New-York, 
againſt 72 French Republic, Governor Clinton, and 


Wat Ei Ni ag to. you of this aſſemblage at New-York, 
1. 


enen tothe annoyance of France. Freſh as the i- 


nenting the inſürrection, I was ſtrongly inclined to be- 
lieve,. chat Mr. Hammond's congreſs, as Mr. Fauchet 
lenominated i it, would not forego the opportunity of fur- 
niſhing, to the utmoſt of their abilities, employment to 
he | ſnited States, and of delaching their attention and 
power from: the European war. Of Mr. Hammond's in- 
ividual efforts I could not entertain a doubt; he having 
declared, if I am not milinformed, that Mr. Fay's miſſion 
auld be abortive ; and his whole demeanor ſeeming to 
be regulated by the. expectation, that no adjuſtment with 
text Britain was at hand. I own therefore, that I was 
extremely defirous of learning, what was paſſing at N. ew- 
Fork. Mr. Fauchet had given me a title to call upon 


ons a 
f thas. ind 2 Poe. a reiterated theme with him, and 
2 5 negled this, without ſubjecting myſelf to cen- 
ure. 5 ngly demanded his proofs ; calculating, 
bat if 5 55 199 9 05 1 ſhould filence Frakes 
rimination of the. United States; and if it was attainable, 


the. United-States, in detecting and enabling them to 


ian. 4 certainly than, ht, that thoſe men, "who were on 
intimate footing. with Mr. Fauchet, and had ſome ac- 


0 to the Britiſh connections, were the beſt fitted for 
btaining this intelligence. I remembered, that he had 


plied to me for ihe names of men, qualified as contrac- 
rs of N in 925 different fates; and this application 


wen i in Pd 5 "ng. | believe, 1 yourſelf, 


auchet's opinion, that they would concert 


telligence was upon. my mind, that the Britiſh were fo- 


um for proof of | his complaints, that in the boſom of 5 
dur country, in one of our moſt capital cities, combina- 
againſt the French cauſe were tolerated. Complaints 


t might br rk With it other ee Highly beneficial 


act, the. "machinations 1 in favour of the inſurrec- 


an be pr fa in M7 poſſeſſion, by wo 2.0 
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# ” SCG at as A * „ I OS OE IO 


187. 


8 1 l . Whether 1 gehe lem to belag n 
the proper correſ pondents on the occaſion, or not, II Mr, 


| ſhall-riot undertake. to determine. But if 1 did, I had of m 
not the moſt diſtant idea of any names, ot any number offthat 


perſons ; and if number was at all hinted at, it muſtſted: 5 
ave been in that indefinite way, which Mr. Faucher of t 


l ſtates in his certificate. What were to be the functions bein 


of theſe. men? The diſpatch No. 6, informs us, fo ſave powe 


the country” from a civil war; not to kindle one, as half not 


been maliciouſly aſſerted. To every man, whoſe motive idea 
were pure; who panced for no pretexts to raiſe à mili- N varie 


 faty force; this object was dear indeed: The backward prac 
nels of ſome portions of the militia in marching, and the tent, 


reſignation of ſeveral officers were notorious; and whenlhad ] 


1. broke to Mr. Bradford and other gentlemen, my feaſſparti 
_ of our being embroiled with the Britiſh, I aver their an part 
Twer- to have been, that, if the Britiſh could once be 


found to have meddled with the inſurrection, the friendfſi 
of the inſurgents would abandon them, and the militi 
2 ſtep forth with alacrity. Of this I was abſolute] 

er ſuaded myſelf.— It was eaſy to be foreſeen, that eveij 

rigor, which. could de exerciſed upon men, who ſhoul 
be known to be engaged in a work of this nature, woulc 
be exerciſed upon them by the Britiſh Faction; and tha 
if from debt or any other cauſe they ſhould happen tot 
In their power, mercy would 'be vainly expected. Ho 
I exprefled myſelf in relation to this, if at all, I cannof 
now  marder” for it was fo much an affair of accident: 
occurrence to my mind, that until I faw No. 6, I coul 
' Hot, in the ſmalleſt degree, ſatisfy m ſelf, how mone 
came to be involved. Mr. Fauchet's letter indeed mad 
me ſuppoſe, that No. 6 poſſibly: alluded to ſome aftu: 
or, proffered Joan or expenditure, for the noutiſhment q cbunt 
the inſurrection: and therefore I thought it neceſlaryt 
deny, in my letter to you of the 19th of Auguſt, 1795 
F one ſhilling was contemplated by we to be applie 
by Mr. Fauchet relative to the inſurtection. I coulſ ed 


fed, in which uy" was eee could only 22 2 


* 
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the circumſtances abovementioned. I appeal to God. 
as. my witneſs, that the day after the converſation with 
Mr, Fauchet, I informed you of his having complained 
of machinations at New-York againſt his government: 
that he intimated others of 4 ſimilar kind againſt the Un t- 


ted States: that you aſked me, why he did not bring proof 


of them? and that I replied, that I had inſiſted upon it 
being his duty to produce them by every exertion in his 
power. How much more I may have ſaid to you, I do 
not recollect; but I withheld nothing from you, on an 
idea of impropriety in myſelf. To minute doyn the 
various converſations between you and myſelf, was, im- 


practicable : to recollect them all, and in their juſt ex- 
tent, cannot be undertaken by either of ys ;—nay more, 
had I been ſo careful, as to preſerve a memorial of this 


particular converſation, which, in the ſuppoſed money- 


8 it at leaſt, made ſo ſmall an impreſſion upon me, 
{h 


ould be puzzled to aſſign a reaſon to. myſelf for do- 


in 


—_ „55 „ 
What, if I had exhorted Mr. Fauchet thus: Sir! 


you have been uttering your diſcontents to me concern- 


ing a conſpiracy, carried on by the Britiſh in the United 
States againſt. your government, and have inſinuated, 
that it is extended even to our own.. To prove that you 
are ſincere, and are not indulging idle clamours ; obtain 
the neceſlary intelligence. You can do it, although yau 


ſhould be obliged to protect your correſpondents from 


Britiſh perſecution, by the advances to be made to them, 
on the ſcore of your flour- contracts.“ Without examin- 
ing the correctneſs or unfitneſs of this procedure; let me 
alk, if I was not warranted in the belief, that it would 
have been acceptable to you, to make the reſearches, which 


| Mr. Fauchet was bound to. inſtitute. in juſtice to. his own 


9 — — 
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country, the vehicle of information, uſeful to our own, 


touching the Britiſh movements? Yes, Sir; look at a cer- 
tain letter, which you approved, on the 28th of July, 


$1794, in which the money of the United States was pledg- 


ed, and every nerve was ſtrained for this object look 


at another letter, which, though written on the 28th of 
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Auguft, 1704. was diſcuſſed 4s early as the latter end 
July; and d rected a public officer to explore the temper 
of the counties, weſt of the Suſquehanna, as to the in- 
ſurrection: remember another very confidential letter, 
which I was inſtructed by you to write, urging a particula 
perſon to explore the ſituation of the inſurgents in a 
points. What my own zeal was on this diſtreſſing critis 
105 my private letter to Mr. Bradford at Pittſburg, on the 
16th of Auguſt, 1794, ſpeak. —** The attention of this 
city * is occupied” by the commotion in the weſt; and 


there ſeems to be but one horror at the attack on govern 


ment. However, I pray you to cloſe the buſineſs with 
out bloodſhed ; and let the ſouls of our fellow-citizens bg 
warmed againſt ſome common enemy, rather than onq 
another. Whatever eloquence, whatever influence ou" 
- "commiſſioners poſſeſs, let them pour it all moſt protuſely 
forth, rather than ſuffer the ſword to be drawn. I neve 
reflect on the ſituation of the man, whom I venerate and 
love, that I do not curſe thoſe, who are . endeavouring 
by their outrages on government, to drive him to an ad 
which he would avoid by any ſacrifice of 
derations. If the Rubicon is not paſſed by the inſurgen 
I truſt, that you can ſtop them on this fide ;—if'it is, I 
ment the dire neceſſity of appealing to arm. 
That the narrative of the converſation is mutilated 
appears from the very face of the paper, which Mr. Ade 
alarms to contain the whole of what relates to the over 
ture, as it is called. Naked as the repreſentation is, 
is incomprehenſible in itſelf. What four men upot 
earth could have been contemplated ? Why was Brit) 
Perſecution to be apprehended ? Why ſhould ſo pecul;; 


| penal con I 
t 1 


an intereſt be attributed to Mr. Fauchet, in ſaving th te 


country from a civil war? No other explanation, tha 
that which bas been-given, will fuit the imperfect bin 

5 Having already delivered my opinion to the Preſiden 
for the purpoſe of ſaving a civil war, no agency from n 


* 
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I. will here inquire from Mr. Hammend, and the Bri- 
action, which throughthim' have been put in motion; 
from thoſe, who for the ſake of party, intereſt, or perſon- 
ality, have propagated falſehoods in every town; or who 
perſevere in the hatred of a connection bevrean the U- 
nited States and France ;—what-is become of their baſe 
aſſertions, that tens and hundreds of thouſand dollars have 


been received from the French miniſter? I demand of 


thoſe, who have - tranſmitted to every quarter of the u- 
nion, in which they could find adherents, ſtories of large 
ſums of French ſecret-fervice money being diſtributed in 


the United States, to exhibit their proof. Let them or 
the government go to the Bank of the United States, from 


whence the French miniſter received all the money which 
was paid to him by our treaſury, or let them ſerutinize 


elſewhere. Let every fum of importance be traced : let 
2 reward be offered for every ſpecies of evidence: I chal- 


lenge the whole world to ſupport, by theſe or any other 


Jexpedients, the 7 OOuy of money or of an overture. for 


_wovey. 

II caridor- ever awelt;; in the breaſt. of; thoſe, who have 
I ſeized Mr. Fauchet's letter, as an inſtrument of party, 
or from their familiarity with cori uption it has not de- 
ſerted them, I muſt intreat them for a moment to obev 
che dictates of common ſenſe. Nothing ſhort of che moſt 
complete folly could have induced me A hint to Mr. Fau- 
chet an overture of money for myſelf— 1. It cannot be 

doubted, that if Mr. Fauchet had even conjectured. that 
I had- preſented myſelf for money, he would have been 
pointed. He would either have directly aſferted it, or 
would have inſmuated, that the meaſure, of which 1 
Jaaked, was a cover to ſome propolition for my own be- 
nefit. He would have animadverted upon the circuit- 
i dufneſs of my proceeding; and would probably have at- 
tempted to indicate, how- my obſervations could have 
been brought round, ſo as to be applicable to myſelf. 
An omiſſion like this, was t ſtriking to a man, whoſe 
pen was pin PET in ithe Uiſtory' of His. Webel to of- 


Leg 
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fical ſecrets.—2. There were official ſecrets, which might 
have been diſtantly, but plainly approached, and the va- 
lue of which would have been more attractive to him, 
than the /aving of the United States from a civil war. 

xt would not have been his joy to inſpect Mr. Jay's 
inſtructions and letters? And yet you muſt be convin- 
ced, that he never ſaw or heard a ſyllable of them, with- 
out your permiſſion. —3. A lan of corruption, which 
ſhould engage the attention * a foreign miniſter, muſt 
Pledge the perſon corrupted to execute the will of the fo- 
reign government. Read Mr. Fauchet's letters in the 
department of ſtate; read the anguiſh of his remonſtran- 
ces; and then determine, if the moſt ſucceſsful addreſs to 
him for a mercenary purpoſe would. not have been, to 
promiſe to labour for the removal of their cauſe.—4. I 
had often heard him vehement againſt the Britiſh prac- 
tice of ſeduction, and extolling the purity of his own go- 
vernment. If this were not enough to deter a propoſi- 
tion for money; it would bave been clothed in terms, 
which might decifively fix his notice.—5. You and I 
knew, Sir, officially his poverty; from his urgency to an- 
ticipate the deb!, due to France, for the purchaſe of pro- 
viſions. —6. You and I knew officially from the American 
mipiſter, that two other perſons were in commiſſion with 
Mr. Fauchet. It was ſuſpected, from a quarter in which 


I confided, that theſe perſons were in a political intimacyſſ 


with members of our government, not friendly to me. 
I knew officially, that money-claims and money advances 
were to be ſanctioned by them as well as Mr. Fauchet. Is 
it poſſible, that ordinary prudence would not have forbid- 
den this hazard, this certainty of detection? —7. It wa 
predicted on Mr. Faucher's arrival, that on a revolution 
of the party, which ſent him hither, he would be recal 
led. Was 7 75 the foreign miniſter, who was to be the de 

ſitory of very high confidence? —8. You recollect, that 

„ Fauchet, upon learning that you meant to reſide al 
' Germantown during the ſummer of 1794, rented a houſe 
as he told vou, to have the pleaſure of being near you 
that without lodging a fingle Mr there, he ſuddenly re 
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verſed his determination; paid his 188 a compoſi- 
tion, and ſequeſtered himſelf in the country on the 


Schuylkill. No ſooner was I acquainted with it than I 
obſerved to you, that Mr. Fauchet muſt have been abrupt- 


ly alienated from the government. This therefore was 


not the ſeaſon for confidential overtures ; and the ſtrain 
of my public letters to him, which awakened his ſenſi- 
bility, manifeſted, that I felt myſelf beyond danger from 
his diſcloſures.— 9. Would he Ag thought of anſwering 


me, by referring to © the pure and unalterable principles 


of his 0 OY ; would he have always admitted my 
integrity in his letters ; or would he have certified the 
converſation, as he has done, if I had condeſcended to 


accept a bribe ?—10. Do you believe, Sir, that if mone'\ 


was purſued by a ſecretary of ſtate, he would have been 


rebuffed by an anſwer, which implied no refuſal ; and 


would not have renewed the propoſition ; which however 
Mr. Fauchet confeſſes, that he never heard of again. 
But why, (it may be aſked,) if his impreſfions were 
not. very.forcible, has he made ſuch forcible inferences ? ? 
When he wrote his letter on the 31ſt of October 1794, 
his irritation againſt the government had increafed ; and 


his political ſpeculations went to vilify the ſyſtem of fi- 


nance, and to bend every event to his opinions. How 


| elſe can we account for a civil war, which was then ex- 


7 
* 


iſting, being decided or not, according to the ſtatement 


in No. 6? — Where is the tariff, as if a ſum was marked 
out ? His impreſſions may have been what they will : I 
deny them, if they be coupled with any thing diſhonor- 


able. He admits, that he was miſtaken. No. 6 itſelf 


demonſtrates, that he did not comprehend the tranſac- 
tion ; and his ſolution of his error from the uſe of the 
n and Engliſh language at different times, will be 
frankly allowed by thoſe, who have been circuraſtanced, 
as Mr. Fauchet was. 


If a foreign miniſter, known to be diſguſted with the 


government, and a particular officer; anxious to approve | 


. as vigilant, penetrating, and influential ; im- 
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perfectly andevitanding| what is frichto Men ene 
things to be facts, many of which are, within the kn 

ledge of yourſelf and others, I 
the tte ſtates of politics; ſecluding himſelf from 
che world, where his. information might be chaſtized; 


drawing erroneous: conſequences from his ow]n data: — 


if he is to be immediately and continually quoted in op- 

ion to his own certificate, and: the tener of hig own 
diſpatches, to the diſadwantage of that officer z then 
may any foreign minifter; deſtroy, whom be pleaſes: 
then may Mr. Hammond; and thoſe who nl him, 
defiroy atry officer, not devoted to Great . et 
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4 1. 179. © - Bom bs; was decided that "he French IR SE 
no men to do their duty, there were to be ſeen individuals, 40801 Whoſe 
condutt the government could at leaſt form uncafy eönjectuxes, giving, 


themſelves up with a ſcandalods oftenration to its views, and even ſe- t. 


conding its declatations. The Popular Societies ſoon emitted reſplotiom 
ſtampe with the ſame ſpirit, N who althoug h the ey may have been ad- 
viſed 157 love of order, might nevertheleſs 2 7 vita or uttered them 
with leſs ſolemnity. Then were ſeen coming from the very men whom 
we had been accuſtomed to regard as having little frigpdſhip for. the ſyſ- 
tem of the treaſurer, harran ues. without end, in order to 11 a ney 
direction to the public 1 0 The militia, however, manifeſt ſome re- 
5 pugriance,, particularly in Pennſylvania, for the fervice to Which the) 
were called. Several officers reſign; at laſt by excurſions or harrangues d 
incomplete requiſitions are obtained, and ſcattered ,y N corps from 
different parts make up the deficiency. how much more intereſting, 

than the changeable men whom I have. 

citizens Who anſwered the ſolicitations whick were made to them to 
join the volunteers If we are required we will march; beeauſe we 
do not wiſh not to have a government, but to arm ourſelves as volunteers 
would be in appearance Wei Ny; to the 1 [yRein Which 
we 7 8 28 1 
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painted above, were thoſe lan | Ft 


1 93 ] 
{Although in the firſt line of this paragraph, M. Fauchet 
continues the ſpirit of the deductions, which he had 
made the minute before; yet does it manifeſt, that, 
when he wrote his letter, he did not conceive me to be 
. in the overture, as he terms it. 
For what were men to be procured? To do their duty. 
What was their duty? To fave their country from a ci- 


il war. If it · be objected, that bis deciſion, which ap- 
pears from No. 6. never to have been communicated to 


me, was notwithſtanding gueſſed at and intimated to any 

individuals whatſoever; I aſſert, that nothing can be 

0 M MD‚Dmt 
The eighteenth paragraph. 


18. What I have {aid above, authoriſes then our reſting on the opini- 


tion or the triumph of the treaſurer's plans. This being once eſtabliſh - 
d, let us paſs over the facts related in the common diſpatches, and ſee 
bow the government or the treaſurer will take from the very ſtroke which 
hreatened his ſyſtem the ſafe opportunity of humbling the adverſe party, 
id of filencing their enemies whether open or concealed. The army 
narched ; the Prefident made known that he was going to command it; 
be fat out for Carliſle; ' Hamilton, as I have Andere requeſted to fol- 
ow him; the Preſident dared not to refuſe him. It does not require 
nuch penetration to divine the object of this journey: In the Preſident 


onſequence of the profound policy which ditects all his ſteps; a mea- 
ure dictated by a perfect knowledge of the human heart. Was it not inter» 
ting for him, for his party, tottering under the weight of events without 
ad accuſations within, to proclaim an intimacy, mote perfect than ever 
ith the Prefident, whoſe very name is a ſufficient ſhield againſt the moſt 
drmidabie attacks? Now what more evident mark could the Preſident 


underſtood in the welt as that of a public enemy, to go and place him- 
If at the head of the army which went, if I may uſe the expreſſion, to 


> SS 3% I INS 


A all however to the advantage of the ſecretary, | 


This paragraph ſcarcely requires a comment from me. 


is obſervable, however, that, as Mr. Fauchet returns to 


bjecis, upon which he communicated with his collea- 
es, they were, according to. his obſervation at the be- 
nning of his letter, intirely diſtin from any ſecrets of 


n become inconteſtible, that in the criſis which has burſt, and in the 
means employed for reſtoring order, the true queſtion was the deſtruo- 


t was wiſe, it might alſo be his duty, But in Mr. Hamilton it was a 


Five of his intimacy than by ſuffering Mr. Hamilton, whoſe name even 


wſe his ſyſtem. to triumph againſt the oppoſition of the peeple ? The 
reſence of Mr. Hamilton with the army muſt attach it more than ever 
his party; we ſee what ideas theſe circumſtances give birth to on both 


r government, When he ſpeaks of his having learned, 


I 1 


that Mr. Hami on requeſtedto follow the Prefldent, Fam 
not quoted; though I ſhall freely declare, how I may 
have contributed to the report, which he might have poſ- 


libly. heard from his colleagues, through the connections, 


rg Pete 
t. dared 
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19. Three weeks had they encamped in the weſt without a ſingle arm- 


ed man apptarhig. 'However the Preſident; or thoſe who wiſhed' to make 
the moſt of 'this:new' mancuvre, made it public that he was going to 
command in perſon. The fefhon of Congreſs Being very near, 
withed'to' fryawhether there cbuld not be cb ies which 


ng very near, it was 
hether there t be obtained from the pre: 
ſuppoſed to have changed; a ſilence, whence to conclude the poſſi. 


were 


biliry 1 the conſtitution in its moſt eſſential part; in that 
tion of the Preſident with the legiflature. But the 


Which fizes ther 


* 
ry 


patriotic r tg hold of this artfuT attempt: 1 am certain that the 
office of the ſeerefary offtate, which alone remained at Philadelphia, (for 
"while the miniſter of finance was with the army, the miniſter of war was 

on a tour to the Province of Maine, 400 miles fem Philadelphia), main- 


taihed the controverſy in favour of tlie opinion which it was defired to e-. 
 Rabliſh A compariſon between the Prefident and rhe Engliſh monarch 
was introduced, who far'temoved'from Weſtminſter, yet ftritly fulfils 


his duty of ſanctioning; it was much inſiſted on that'the conſtitution de- 


clares that the Preſident commands the armed force: this ſimilitude wa 


treated with contempt; the conſequenee of the power of commanding in 

perſon, drawn from the right to command in chief (or direct) the force 

Ir the ſtate, Was ridiculed and reduced to an abſurdity, by ſuppoſing 1 

Heer at ſea and an army on land. The refult of this controverſy was 
that ſome; days after it. was announced that the Preſidemt w 
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od come to 


4 S 1 
L diſcover nothing in this paragraph demanding an an- 


e een . ene 3 387 
Wer from me ; except that with my privity or belief, not 
à ſingle publication was made from the department of 


ſtate, reſpecting the Preſident's abſence from congrefs. 
26,54 py 44 7 2 g 1 o Foe 1 ws . 


The twentieth, tiventh- ft, taventy-fecond, | taventy-third, tebenty- 
10, Duribg his ſtay at Bedford, the Preſident doubtleſs concerted the 
plan of the campaign with Mr. Lee, to whom he lett the command in 


chief. The letter by which he delegates the command to him, is that. of 


a virtuous man, at leaſt as to the major part of the ſentiments which it 
contains; he afterwards ſet out for Philadelphia, where he has juſt arriv- 
ed, and Mr. Hamilton remains with the army, DE 


- 24. This laft circumſtance unveils all the plan of the Sec retary : he 
prefigies over the military operations in order to acquire in the ſight of his 
enemies a formidable and impoſing confideration. He and Mr, Lee the 


commander in chief, agree perfectly in principles, The governors of 


Jerſey and Maryland harmonize entirely with them; the governor of 
Pennſylvania, of whom it never would have been ſuſpeRed, lived inti- 
mately and publicly with Hamilton, Such a, union of perſons would be 
matter ſufficient to produce reſiſtance in the weſtern counties, even ad- 
mitting they had not thought of making ag. 
22. The ſoldiers themſelves are aſtoniſned at the ſcandalous gaiety, 
with which thoſe who poſſeſs the ſecret, proclaim their approaching tri- 


umph. It is aſked, of what uſe are 15,00 men in this country, in which 


proviſions are ſcarce, and where are to be ſeized only ſome turbulent men 


at their plough. Thoſe who conducted the expedition know this; the 


matter is to create a great expence; when the ſums ſhall come to be aſ- 


leſſed, no one will be willing to pay, and ſhould each pay his aſſeſſment, 


it will be done in curſing the inſurgent principles of the patriots. 
23. It is impoſlible to make a more able manœuvre for the 5705. of 
Congreſs. The paſſions, the generous indignation, which had agitated 
their minds in the laſt ſeſſion, were about being renewed with ſtill more 
vigor; there was nothing to announce of brilliant ſucceſſes which they 
had promiſed. The hotiilities of Great Britain on the continent ſo long 
diſguiſed, and now become evident, a commerce always harraſſed, ridicu- 
| Tous negociations lingering at London, waiting until new conjunctutes 
mould authorize new inſults: ſuch was the picture they were likely to 
Aue to offer the repreſentatives of the people. But this criſis, and the 
Jreat movements made to prevent its conſequences, change the ſtate of 
things. With _ what advantage do they denounce an . attrocious attack 
pon the conſtitution, and appreciate the activity uſed to repreſs it; the 
ariſtocratical party will ſoon have underſtdod the ſecret ; all the mistor- 
tunes will be attributed to patriots; the party of the latter is about being 
deſerted by all the weak men, and this complete ſeſſion will have 'been 
24 Who Knows what will be the limits of this triumph? ; 
advantage will be;taken by it to obtain ſome laws for ſtrengthening t 
government, .ayd ſtill, more precipitating the propenſity, already vihble, 
that it has towards ariſtqcracy. g.. | 
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25. Such are, citizery the data which I paſſeſs concerning theſe e- 


- 


vents, and the conſequences I draw from them: 1 wiſh I may be deceiv- 
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ed in my calculations, and the good diſpoſition of the people; their at- I 
tachmen to principles leads me to expect it. I have perhaps herein 
fallen into the repetition of reflections and facts contained in other dif. 

patches, but I wiſhed to preſent together ſome views which I have rea- 

ſon to aſcribe to the ruling party, and ſome able manceuvres inyented to iſ; 

ſupport themſelves. Without participating in the paſſions of the parties, 

TI obſerve-them ; and I owe to my country an exact and ſtrict account of 
the ſituation of wie ah I ſhall make it my duty to keep you regularly 

informed of every change that may take place; above all I ſhall apply 

myſelf to penetrate the difpoſition of the legiſlature ; that will not a little 

aſſiſt in forming the final idea which we ought to have of theſe move- 

ments, and what we ſhould really fear or hope from them 


Upon theſe paragraphs I ſhall obſerve, only that it was 
impoſſible for me on the faith of Mr. Jay's letters to pro- 
nounce, that the negotiations in London were deriſory or 
os or TTV 
Ius, Sir, have I analyzed Mr. Fauchet's letter No. 10, 
and his diſpatches No. 3 and.6. But it is my right, from 
a jail ſenſe of injury, to call the attention of the people 
and yourſelf to ſome further obſervations. 


In this letter, Sir, 'T appeal to the people of the United 
States. They have not committed themſelves. They have 
no prejudices, no antipathies, no jealouſies to be awakened. 
They will follow counſellors, who will not, and cannot 


deceive them: who will act for themſelves, and are not 


played off by others behind the ſcene. They will be able 
to repel the criſis, which, I fear, may diſturb our har- 
mony with France. But without a farther enumeration 
of reaſons for an appeal to the people, to whom elſe 
ought I to appeal? If the ſtories, which have been pro- 
pagated, be true; it is their honor, which has been 
wounded. * I falſe, they alone can make retribution to 
me. On them alone can I rely to diſtinguiſh truth from 
the management and exaggerations of a Britiſh miniſter, 
Britiſhipartiſans,: Britiſh' merchants, enemies of France, 
friends of monarchy, and violators of our conſtitution. 
To yourſelf, Sir, I never can appeal. Your condud | 
on the 19th of Auguſt 1795, ypur letter of the goth es; 
ö en a 


— — 


1 
md the declarations of thoſe; who felt a perfuaſion, that 
they were fighting under your banners, have long ago 
proclaimed, that you had been in an inſtant transformed 
into my enemy: And this, if I miſtake not, was the 
courſe of your thoughts. After you had determined not 
to ratify during the exiſtence of the proviſion order, you 
were {ſurrounded by: the remonſtrances of the people 
from one end of the union to the other. You perceived, 
that not to ratiſy immediately, would diſguſt one party, 
and that to ratify, even after the abolition of that order, 
would diſguſt the other. You will remember a remarka- | 
ble phraſe of your own upon this occaſion. ' Before, how- 
ever, you were ſcarcely cool from the heat of your Jour- 
ney from Virginia, the man, who had been anxiouſly in- 
quiring after your arrival, haſtened to deliver the letter 
to you. Then the friendſhip of the people for France, 
ich had been before a terror, was changed into a-phan- 
tom, from the expectation of ſatisfying them of an exiſt- 


treaty might, as was ſuppoſed, be branded, as a © deteſ- 
table faction a deteſtable conſpiracy” and plotters of 
a revolution. The deſtruction of me was a little ſome- 
thing;—the groundwork of a more iinportant aſſault upon 
fthers. In me you ſaw a man of no party ;—whoſe friends, 
though they knew me to be republican, were miſled to be- 
lieve, that in your cabinet I was an adherent to anti-re- 
publican meaſures, and were ignorant, that no opiniony 
hich I there gave, ever ſwerved from the rights of the 
[people :—who, having the name of being befriended 
y you, and having always vindicated your character, 
hen unjuſtly aſſailed, was the more expoſed to a deadly 
troke from the arm of an elevated and reputed patron. 
ou thought alſo, that from the agency, which I had had 
In the treaty, the people might keep aloof from render- 
Ing me juſtice. Be this as it may, they {hall be inform- 
id of the truth; and I repeat, that I will not court the” 
Prejudices of any man upon earth. = 
I did indeed, before the proviſion-order was 1 
Fonſider you, as bound to ratify, if the ſenate ſhould 
adviſe you; becauſe your powers to Mr. Jay did not 
Neem to have been exceeded. I was much influenced al- 
0 by theſe conſiderations. 1. That if the people were 


. 


ing corruption in her favour. Then the oppoſers of the 


1 
adverſe to the treaty, it was 0 eiten . of the, 
houſe of repreſentatives to refuſe, upon original grounds], 
unfettered by the aſſent of the ſenate or vourſelf, to-paſs... A 
the laws, neceſſary for its execution :—2. That Mr. Jay ©* 
had aflerted that no better terms could poſſibly be obtaĩned ] 
and that obſtinacy in rejecting the ſettlement, which he {206 
had made, might be ſerious :—3. That I did not then ſup. .... 
Pole, that we were to hazard a war with France, by con“ 
cCurring in the attempt to ſtarve her. But as ſoon as the 

Proviſion-order was promulged, I delivered to you m/ 


opinion on the 12th of July 1795; in which I ſtated m. , 
objections to the treaty, including many of your o © © 
_tranſmitted to Mr. Jay in my letters of the 12th of Ne 
vember, and 15th of December 1794; placing the rati 
fication on the ſame footing, on which I had places it it 5 


my addreſs to Mr. Hammond. 

Without a ſubſerviency to F rench politic, I mig E 
have well doubted of the expediency of ratifying, — A 
it appears by a letter from Mr. Jay, of the gth of No. of 
vember 1794 (fourteen days before he ſigned it) that he —4 
himſelf vibrated on the propriety of ſigning it. Theſſhice. 
maxim, which I have always enforced to you, has. been ety 


that the United States ſhould ſhake off all dependence of Oe 


French and Engliſh interference in our affairs: but thalffig es: 
we ought not to deny or baffle the gratitude of the peoplqÞour tre 


a 


h 
to France under the pretext of independence, in in order ar de 
give a decifive preponderance to Great Britain. pron t 


Anxious as I am to cloſe this letter which has "<8 deFhom ih 
layed, not from any deſign, or eee but from cir oth 


dntrary, 
cumſtances, unavoidable in my ſituation 3 I have only tor as ta: 


deplore, that even with an anxiety on your part to rec ee 


the ore 


le& every thing, I cannot hope for ſupport in many thing bete tt 
which I might mention, and which have been confined Meru, 


_ ourſelves ; after having heard you daily complain, that yo 1 


could not truſt your memory. But having been drivelſgeacq 
by ſelf defence to ſpeak freely, I fiand upon the truth e ſev 


— 

wank I have ſpoken Ak THE PEOPLE JUDGEs | | er than 
« ' | 5 ates bou 
I T have the honour, J 
ere i OE 5 e e ates to 1 
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MESSAGE of the P RESIDENT of the UNITED STATES, 


6 21g % CONGRESS. 
r 5 » UNITED STATES, December 5, 1793. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE SENATE, | 
and of the Hovsz of REPRESENTATIVES, 


S the preſent ſituation of the ſeveral nations of Europe, and eſpecially of thoſe 

A. with which the United States have important relations, cannot but render the 
Mate of things between them and us, matter of interefiing inquiry, to the legiſlature, 
id may, indeed, 'give riſe to deliberations, to which they alone are competent, I have 
zought it my duty to communicate to them, certain correſpondences which have taken 
lace, 5 8 | 1 Se 

The repreſentative and executive bodies of France have manifeſted, generally, a friend- 
attachment to this country; have given advantages to our commerce and navigation, 
| d have made overtures for placing theſe advantages on permanent ground; a decree, i 
bWðever, of the Natienal Aﬀembly, ſubjecting veſſels laden with rovifions, to be carried 
to their ports, and making enemy- goods lawful prize, in the vefle] of a friend, contrary 
dour treaty, though revoked at one time, as tothe United States, has been ſince extended 
their velſels alſo, as has been recently flated to us : —Repreſentations on this ſubject 
in be immediately given in charge to our miniſter there, and the reſult ſhall be commu- 


icated to the legiſlature. | pe EN TR Nee TO Pg URS 
It is, with extreme concern, I have to inform you, thai the proceedings of the perſon, 
om they have unfortunately appointed their miniſter plenipotentiary here, have bre - 
ed nothing of the friendly ſpirit of the nation which ſent him ; their tendency, on the 
dntrary, has been to involve us in war abroad, and diſcord and anatchy at home. So 
as his acts, or thoſe of his agents. have threatened our immediate commitment in the 
ar, or flagrant inſult to the authority of the laws, their effect has been counteracted 
y the ordinary cognizance of the laws, and by an exertion of the powers confided to me. 
here their danger was not imminent, they have been borne with, from ſentiments of 
gard to his nation; from a ſenſe of their friendſhip towards us; from a conviction, that 
ey would not ſuffer us to remain long expoſed to the action of a perſon, who has ſo lit- 
e reſpected our mutual diſpofitions ; and, I will add, from a reliance on the firmneſs of 
dy fellow-citizens, in their principles of. peace and order. In the mean time I have 
pected and purſued the ſtipulations of our treaties, according to what I judged their 
e ſenſe; and have withheld no act of friendſhip, which their affairs have called for 
om us, and which juſtice to others left us free to perform—I have gone further. —Ra- 
ter than employ force for the reſtitution of certain veſſels, which I deemed the United 
ates bound to reſtore, I thought it more adviſable to ſatisfy the parties, by avowing it to 
my opinion, that if reſtitution were not made, it would be incumbent on the Un ted 
tes to make compenſation. The papers now communicated will more-paiticularly ap- 
ze you of theſe trauſactionsss. 3 N 2-14 5 
The vexations aud ſpoliation, underſtood to ſiave been committed on our veſſels and 
1 merce by the cruiſers and officers of ſore of the - belligerent Powers, appear? 70 


— 


100 5 
[ '{ 
require i, The Ne theſe, 8 not kai been brought forward, th 
_ deſcription of citizens fuppoſed to have ſuffered, were notified, that. on furniſhing then 
tothe executive, due meaſures would-be taken to obtain redreſs of the paſt, and mor 
effectual proviſion 4 waint the | ones Should ſuch documents be forniſheil, Prope 
25 repreſentations w thereon, with a juſt reliance on a redreſs” proportioned 1 
tze exigency of the caſe, 

The Britiſh government having undertaken, by orders to the commanders of thej 
armed vellels, to reſtrain, generally, our commerce, in corn and other proviions, ll xpt 
their own ports, and thoſ&&f theft friends,” the Inſtrüctions nw <oinmunicated were ini} -** | 

meCiately forwarded to our miniſter at that court. In the mean time, ſome diſcuſſions a „ 
the ſubject took place between him and them; theſe are alſo laid before you; and I ma 

expect to learn the reſult of his ſpecial infiryQiotis; in time to make it known to the lei : 
_ giſlature, durin . preſent ſeffion. *, th 


very early after the arrival of a Britiſh miniſter here, mutual explanations on | the iner . 2 
ecution of the treaty of peace were entered 1 with _ See theſe are now la_h *4 © 
before yau, for your | mation. „ th 
On the ſubjects of mutual interelt betwbent this deuter ad Sade. Warden ai been 
eonferences are now depending. The ublic good requiring that the preſent ſtate d 4 
_ theſe ſhoyld be made known to the ſegi ature, in confidence only, they ſhall be the ſub oy 
| ou of a a ſeparate and lobloquent communication, Fou 
Ge. WASHINGTON, 150 > 

32 CORY; 2 ANNE. ON | N . | | venie 
J oo tant ing; near? Ne. I. e £967 e 5 e e 7 A th 
gi 5 brett | 1 r whet 
| FA r 0 
nern. run tothe Senate nominating Mr ay. 225 

__ ... If theſe 
April 16th, 1794:,. 3 diate 

1. 


; Great af” dhe Senate, — The communications. which 1 have . to va eount 
: curing you preſent Sen, from the diſpatches of our, Miniſter in London, contain ii More 
- Nerious aſpeR of our affairs with Great Britain. But as Peace ought to be purſued with 
7 ann. zeal, before. the laſt reſource, which has lo often been the ſcourge of nations, 
f cannot fail to check the advanced proſperity of the United States, is contemplated, | 
have thought proper to nominate and do hereby nominate Joux Jar, as Envoy , Extr- 
ordinary of the United States, to his Britannic Majeſty, My confidence in our Miniſter 
_ Bienipotenſiary in London, continues undiminiſhed ; bu* a miſſion like this, while it 
ets poncis with the folemnity of the occaſion, will announce ta he . a ſolicitude 
fora Kad ty edjurftment of ct cur complaints, and a reluctance to | hoſtility, ng immedi 
ately from the United States, ſuch an Envoy will carry with him a full kn 8 of the 
exiſting temper 2nd ſenkþility of our country; and will thus be W to vindicate our 
N with firmneſs, and to cultivate . with 4 : 8 
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1 HE late events in the nn ot gau ada on 45 frſ ene 

of the to. be extenſive. in their relations, aut ſubſcquent reflection. and the conte 
iꝗcnce with the Governor of Pennſylvania have multiplied them inany mind teufold. In 
_ deed, Sit, the momeritzis big with a exiſis, which would couvtilſe the eldeſt government;| 
| > it vale. durſt on ours, * and W 
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in yqur preſence, the indignatiop, which we all felt, at the 
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eee juſtice, or the Urte 1 Ar; be conſidered under the zel of May 20, 1792. 
1 4 of wnderfianding, without delay, all the means veſted 


. 


his ep was urged by the neceſſity © 


inthe Prefident, for ſuppreiſing the progreſs of the miſchief. A caution, however, was 


peeienbed io the Attorney General, who ſubmitted the documents to the Judge, not to 
gxprets the moſt diſignt wiſh of the Prefident that the certificate ſhould be granted. _ 
bs centifcars has been granted; and although the teſtimony is not in my judgment, 


ot @ prieri to. decide thai the Marſhal is incompetent to; ſuppreſs the combinations. by 
the pofſe comitatus, yet the certificate, if it be minute enough, is conclufice, that, ing 
che couptiesof Waſhington and Alleghany in Pennſylvavia, laws of the Ynized States 

as oppoſed, and the execution thereof obſtructed by combinations too powerful to be 


. ip futhcient legal form to become the ground work of ſuch an act; and q.juiige ought | 


* {upprefled by the ordinary caurſe of Judicial proceedings, or by the powers \efted in 
* the Marſhal of that diſtrict,” | But the certificate ſpecities no particular law which has 
been oppoſed. This defect I remarked to judge Wilſon, from whom the certificate came, 
and obſerved. thay the deiign of the law being, that a judge ſhould point out to the ex- 


etntive where the judiciary Rood in need of military aid, it was fruſtrated if military force 


ſhouft be applied to laws, which the judge might not contemplate. He did not yield to 
my reaſqni 085, and. therefore 1 preſume that the. objeQion will not be received againſt 
be validity of thEcertiicate, © J 1 

Upon the ſuppolition of its being valid à power ariſes to the Preſident to call forth the 
militia of Pennſyl-ania, and eventually the militia of other flates, which may be con- 
venient. But as the law does not compel the Preñdent to array the militia in conſequence 
ef the certificate, and renders it lawſul only for him ſo to do; the grand enquiry is, 


o 


whether it be expedient to exerciſe this power at this time. 


- of * x 


On many occaſions have I contended; that whenſoever militar 


w be employed. But a calm ſurvey of the ſituation of the United States has preſented 
theſe dangers, and theſe objections, and baniſhes every idea of calling them into iname- 
r 5 . | 


eounties of Pennſylvania, having more than fixty three thotrſand ſouls in the whole, and 
more than fifteen thouſand white males abore the age of fixteen. I he counties on the. 


eaſtern. fide of the moun ain, and ſome other populous counties, are infected by fimilar | 


prejudices, inferior in degree, and dormant, but not exti -guiſhed. 


. The inſurgents themſelves, numerous, are more clofely united by like dangers, 
with friends and Kinctred, ſcattered abroad in different places, who will enter into all 
We apptebenſions, and combine in all the precautions of ſafety, adopted by them. 
". 4: As foan, too, as any event of eclat ſhall occur, around which perſons, diſcontented 
[+ other principles, whether of averſion to the gorernment or diſguſt with any meaſures 
of the administration, may rally, they will make a commonſeauſe;' 


5. The Governor of Pennſylrania has declared his opinion io be, that the Militia, which 
can be drawn forth, will be unequal to the taſk, | | 


6, If the militia of other ſtates are to be called forth, it is not a decided thing, that 
many of them may not refuſe. And if they comply, is nothing to be azprehended from 
a ttrong cement growing between all the militia of Pennſylvania, when they perceive, 
that, another militia is to be introduced into the boſom of their country? Ihe experiment 
is at leaſt untried. Is Tet Es Far 5 1 3 x 


4 0 


7. The expence of a military expedition will be very great: and with a deyouring + 
Indian war, the commencement of a navy, the ſara to be expended for obtaining a peace 
with Algiers, the deitraQtion of our mercantile capital by Britiſh depredarions, the un- 


certainty of war or peace with Great Britain, the impatience of the people under encreaſ- 
ed taxes, the pùm cual ſupport of our credit ;—it behoves thoſe, who manage our tical 
matters to be ſure of their pecuniary reſources, when ſo great a field of new and unex- 
VV oe or pan 
. Is there any appropriation of money, which can be immediately devoted to this 
uſe "If not how can meney be drawn ? It is faid that appropriations are tö the War de- 
partment generally; but it may deſerve enquiry, whether they were not matle upon par- 
cular ſtatements of a kind of ſervice, effenrially diſtinet from the one pröpbi ra. 


<3 committed, reared 9 defire, that the information received ſhould be laid before 


Dan | | | y coercion ist0 be reſor- 
fed to if ſupport of lab, the militia ate the true, proper, and only inſtramenis which ought 


2. Several counties in Virginia, having a ſtrong militia, participate in theſe feel- £0 


* 


5 1 
* * 


be te me the moſt gratetul occurrence in life to find my prediction ſalfifted. If it doe 


. 04 If the intelligence of the overtures of the Britiſh. to the Weſt counties be true 


Die wellem army itſelf may be deftroyed ; the re-union of that country to the United 


States will be impraQticable ; and we muſt be engaged in a Britiſh war, If the intelli- 
Zenee be probable only, how difficult will it be to reconcile the world to believe, 


"that we have been confiftent in our conduct; when, after running the hazard of mortally 


offending the French by the punQilious.obſervance. of neutrality; after deprecating the 


_ . wrath of the Engliſh by every poſfible act of government; after the requeſt for the ſuf- 


penſion of the ſettlement at Preſque Iſle, which has in ſome meaſure been founded on 
the polkibility of Great Britain being rouſed to arms by it; we purſue meaſures, which 
den collifion with Great Britain and which are mixed with the blood of out fellow- 
LO kr / dot < hong rodeo tt CO, at wa 
10. If miſcarriage ſhould befal the United States in the beginning, what may not be 
the oon ſequenee ? And if this, ſhould not happen, is it poſſible to foreſee what may be the 
effett of ten, twenty, or thirty thouſand of our citizens being drawn into the field ggainft 
as many more. There is another enemy in the heart of the Southern ſtates, Who Would 
not ſleep with ſuch an opportunity of advantage. 3s 


11. Itis a fad well known that the parties in the United States are highly imflamed 
againſt each other; and that there is but one character which keeps both in awe, As 


74 1 


On this fub ect the ſouls of ſome good men bleed: They have often aſked thembeive 
5 


why they are always ſo jealous of military power, whenever it has been E d 

Exetc.ſed under the form of a ſuccour to the civil authority ? How has it happened that 
with a temper, not addicted to ſuſpicion, nor unfriendly to thoſe who propoſe military 
toce, they do not court the ſhining reputation which is acquired by being always ready 
for Afbug meaſures. This is the 1eaſon; that they are confident that they khow the ulti- 


mate ſenſe of the people; that the will of the people muſt force its way in the govern- 
ment; that, notwithſtanding the indignation which may be raiſed againſt the infargents ; 
Viei if meaſures, unneceſfarily harſh, diſproportionably harſh, and without a previous trial 
of every thing, which law or the ſpirit of conciliation can do, be executed, that indigna- 


Hon will give way, andthe people will be eſtranged from the adminiſtration, which made 
the experiment. There is a ſecond reaſon; one motive, aſſigned in argument, for calling 


8 farth the militia, fras beeg, that a government can never be {aid to be eſtabliſhed, until 


Torne hgnal diſplay has manifeſted.its power of military coercion. This maxim, if in- 
<uged, w guld heap curles upon the government. The fixength of a government is the 
THC-}.on of the people; while that is maintained, every invader, every inſurgent, 


il as c&a-nly count upon the fear of its ſtrength, as if it had wi th one army of citizens 


uf » 1 
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wa down another | TY 25 . 
Let the parties in the United States be ever kindled into a ion, ſentiments like theſe 


will produce a flame, which will not terminate in a common revolution. 


Know. ug. Sir, a5 I do, the motives, which govern you in office, I was certain that you 
would be anxious to mitigate as far as you thought it praRticable, the military couiſe 
which has been recommended. Vou have accordingly ſuſpended the force of the preced- 


ing obſervations, by determining not to call forth the militia immediately to action, and 


0 oy comm. ſnioners, who may explain and adjuſt if pollible the preſent diſcon- 


Ide next queſtion then is, whether the militia ſhall be directed to hold themſelves in 


readineſs ; or ſhall not be ſummoned at all? 23 | 3 
_ It has been ſuppoſed by ſome gentlemen, that when reconciliation is offered with one 


hand, terror ſhould be borne in the other; and that a full amneſty and oblivion ſhall 


not be gianted, unleſs the exciſe laws be complied with in the fulleſt manner. 5 

Wuh a language ſuch as this, the overtures of peace will be conſidered deluſive by the 
infurgents and the moſt of the world. It will be ſaid and believed, that the delign of 
{coding commiſſionets was only to gloſs over hoſtility ; to endeavour to divide; to ſound 
the ſtrentzth of the inſurgents; to diſcover the moſt culpable perſons, to be marked out for 
puniſhment ; to temporize until Congreſs can be prevailed upon to order further force, 


or the weſtern army may be at leiſure ſtom the ſavages, to be turned upon the inſur- 


genis; and many other ſuſpicions will be entertained which cannot be here enumerated. 
When Congreſs talked of ſome high banded fieps againſt Great Britain, they were dif 
approved, as counteratting Mr. Jay's miſſion; becauſe it could not be expected, ſhe 
wonld be dragooned. Ruman nature. will to a certain point ſhew itſelf to be the fame, 
even eng the Alleghany mountains. Ihe million will, 1 fear, fail; though it wou'! 


T There is a Blank is this ¶ luce in the copy preſerved. = 
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fail, and in conſequence of the Uiſappolntment the militia mould be required to act, then 
—_ which I have ſtated above, to be ſulpended, for 
to 

What would be the inconvenience of delay? The reſult of the miſſion would be 
known in four weeks, and the Prefident would be maſter of his meaſures, without any 
previous commitment. Four weeks could not render the inſurgents more formidable: 
that ſpace of time might render them leſs ſo, by affording room for reflection: and the 

vernment will have a ſufficient ſeaſon remaining to action. Until every peaceable 
attempt ſhall be exhauſted, it is not clear to me, that as ſoon as the call is made, and the 
proclamation iflued, the militia may not enter into ſome combination, which will ſatisfy 
the inſurgents, that they need fear nothing from them, and ſpread thoſe combinations 
among the militia, | 
My opinion therefore is, that the commiſſioners will be furniſhed with enough on the 
ſcore of terror, when they announce, that the Preſident is in poſſeſſion of the certificate 
of the judge. It will confirm the humanity of the miſſion ; and notwithſtanding ſome 
men might pay encomiums on deciſion, vigor of nerves, &c. &c. if the militia were ſum 
moned to be held in readineſs; the majority would conceive the merit of ms miſſion in- 
complete if this were to be done. 

It will not, however, be ſuppoſed, that I mean that theſe outrages are to paſs without | 
animadverſion. No, Sir. That the authority of government is to be maintained is 
nt tefs my poſition, than that of others. But I prefer the accorhpliſhment of, this by 
every experiment of moderation in the firſt inſtance. The ſteps, — which I would. 
recommend, are, 

1. A ſerious proclamation, ating the miſchief, declaring the. power, poſſeſſed by the 
executive, and announcing, that It is WHRAGIC from motives of humanity and a wiſh for 
conciliation. ' 

2. Commiſſioners, properly inſtructed to the 3 

3 Tf they fail in their miſſion let the offenders be —— iccarding. to law. 

4. If the judiciary authority is, after this, withſtood, let the militia be called _ 

Theſe appear to me to be the only means for producing unanimity in the people; and 
without their unanimity government may be mortified and defeated. . 

It the Prefident ſhalldetermine to operate with the militia, it will be. neceſſary to ſub» 
mit ſome animadverfions upon the interpretation of the law. For it ought cloſely to be 
confdered, whether if the combinations ſhould diſperſe, the execution of proceſs is not. 
to be left to the Marſhal and his poſe. But theſe wil ”y _— until * be 
1 1 the militia to march. 


1 have the honor, Sir, to be 
with the neben reſpeQ, and fincere@ ares 
Your moſt obedient ferrans, 
EDM: RANDOLPH. a 


The Prefdent of the United States. 
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